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The SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 10.45 am., and read prayers.

ANIMALS: DOGS

Muzzling: Petition

MR P. J. SMITH (Bunbury) [10.46 am.]: I
have a petition from residents of Western Aus-
tralia, mainly from Bunbury, which reads as fol-
lows-

The Speaker and the Honourable members
of the Legislative Assembly of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament Assembled.
And to J. Carr MLA, Minister for Local
Government.

The humble petition of we the under-
signed, being residents of Western Australia,
and dog owners who wish to register our dis-
approval and objection to the recommen-
dation from the committee reviewing the dog
act with regard to the muzzling of German
Shepherd Dogs and other large breeds and
we do petition you not to legislate to require
such muzzling.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
forever pray.

This petition bears 570 signatures and I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: Order! I direct that the pet-
ition be brought to the Table of the House.

(See pet it ion No. 1S.)

ANIMALS: DOG ACT

Review: Petition

MR GORDON HILL (Helena) [10.47 am.]: I
have a petition from citizens of Western Australia
in terms similar to those of the previous petition.
It reads as follows-

], the undersigned, wish to draw your at-
tention to the fact that the recommendations
put to the minister by the Dog Act Review
Committee, May 1983, are a serious menace
to my civil rights and accordingly hereby re-
quest that you rcject, in its entirety, the re-
ported recommendations of this committee
and as your humble petitioner shall ever
pray.

The petition bears 20 signatures and I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 16.)

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION

Bills

Debate resumed from 17 August.
MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Deputy Leader of

the Opposition) [10.50 am.]: I indicated to the
House last night that unfortunately the Oppo-
sition would not be able to support this motion to
suspend Standing Orders. I say "unfortunately"
because the business of the House is better con-
ducted when it is dealt with on a basis of agree-
ment between the Government and the Oppo-
sition, although there will be occasions when
agreement cannot be achieved. However, in the
general run of business, it ought to be able to be
achieved.

It is appropriate at this stage, before continuing
with my remarks directed particularly to this mo-
tion, to refer to the comments which have been re-
ported to me as having been made by the Premier
last night in my absence from the House and
which concern the conduct of the business of the
House. It has been reported to me by my col-
leagues that the Premier made remarks to the ef-
fect that the Government was finding no diffi-
culty in making arrangements with the Leader of
the Opposition for the conduct of the business of
the House, but was finding some difficulty in
dealing with the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition. I can only say in response to what I under-
stand the Premier said, that his attempt to create
mischief will fail in terms of the Opposition. The
simple fact is that, just as the Government has de-
puted to the Leader of the House the responsi-
bility for the conduct of the business of the
House, so the Opposition has deputed to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition the responsi-
bility on this side for the arrangements for the
conduct of the business of the House.

I can say further that, in the various dealings I
have had with the Leader of the House, I have at-
tempted to maintain a businesslike arrangement
under which the matters discussed and agreed
upon are clearly understood by me and by him
and under which there will be no room for games
to be played in terms of misunderstandings by
either side. In general that approach has worked
quite successfully. I see the remarks the Premier
made last night as no more than a very cheap and
poor attempt at mischief.
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I must say I was disappointed yesterday that in
breach of an understanding, if not an agree-
ment-although I believe it was an agree-
ment-the Government quite deliberately put off,
until a late hour last night, the debate on the
urgency motion which the Government bad
agreed might be brought forward by the Oppo-
sition. It was an important topic; it was legit-
imately brought forward by the Opposition; it was
a matter of high public importance and public
interest; and it should have been debated at the
beginning of the day in accordance with the usual
procedures of this House and in accordance with
the understanding between the two sides.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much aud-
ible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr HASSELL: However, that did not happen
and as far as I am concerned the fact that it did
not happen goes down in my book as the first oc-
casion when there has been a breach by the
Government of a clear understanding which I had
with the Leader of the House and I was disap-
pointed that that occurred.

If that is the kind of thing to which the Premier
is referring-that we are difficult to deal with or
that I amn-I can assure him we will continue to
be difficult if there are to be breaches of under-
standing reached. Apart from that, on the general
basis, as I have said, I have attempted to ensure
that what has been discussed by the Leader of the
House and what has been agreed by him has been
clearly understood and clearly recorded in my
notes so that there will not be a repeat of what oc-
curred last night. I give the Government no credit
for what was a tactical move to put off the
urgency motion.

Mr Tonkin: That is absolute nonsense. The
Premier had to go out. Be careful that you do not
become paranoiac. The Premier had to be at a
dinner at 7.30 p.m.

Mr MacKinnon: His priority should be to the
Parliament.

Mr Tonkin: He dealt with the Bill.
Several members interjected.
Mr HASSELL: Whether the Premier had to go

out is not the point. The point is that the under-
standing was-

Mr Tonkin: It was not.
Mr HASSELL: Secondly-
Mr Tonkin: I agreed to bring it on yesterday,

and we brought it on yesterday.
Mr HASSELL: -the craving of excuse be-

cause of the obligation of the Premier completely
overlooks the fact that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, who had the prime responsibility on behalf

of the Opposition to move the urgency motion,
was committed to an appointment at 10.00 p.m.
last night-

Mr Tonkin: No-one told me.
Mr HASSELL: -to go to a radio programme

and that was disrupted.
Mr Tonkin: I am not a mind reader.
Mr HASSELL: The point the Leader of the

House misses is that the arrangement was made
and the Leader of the House simply told me when
I came into the House yesterday that the urgency
motion would be dealt with late in the evening
and there was no discussion on the issue. It was a
Government decision as to the conduct of its
business.

Several members interjected.
Mr Pearce: This Parliament spends an hour

each day before the commencement of business
listening to you or your leader whinging about the
day before's affairs in this place. Sit down and let
us get on with the business for Thursday.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister for Education
will discover that if he and his colleagues continue
with the business of the House as displayed over
the last few days-

The SPEAKER: Order! I draw the attention of
the House to the private discussions which are
taking place and to the difficulty that Hansard
has in taking down what members are saying. I
ask members to co-operate.

Mr HASSELL: -they will continue to hear us
at length recording and expressing our objection
to it. There is no way that they will avoid hearing
from us while they proceed in the manner they
are proceeding in. The giggles from the Minister
for Housing-

Mr Wilson: They are not giggles; I just said
you were a slow learner.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister For Housing was
giggling.

Several members inter ected.
Mr HASSELL: He is embarrassed-
Mr Wilson: I am not embarrassed.
Mr HASSELL: -at being shown up when we

are discussing a serious motion.

Several members interjected.
Mr HASSELL: I point out to the member for

Kalgoorlie and the Minister for Housing that my
remarks are as a direct result of the remarks
made by the Premier when I was absent from the
House last night. I think they were very cheap re-
marks, very poor remarks, and were unnecessary,
and they only add to the difficulty of reaching
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agreement between the two sides in this House as
to the conduct or business. I think it is necessary
to put that on record.

Several members interjected.
Mr Wilson: You are just posing.
Mr HASSELL: The records disclose the com-

plete co-operation which the Opposition has given
to the Government in dealing with the business of
this House.

I now refer, in particular, to the motion for the
suspension of Standing Orders which unfortu-
nately we must oppose. The reason ror this oppo-
sition to the motion is very simple. The oft re-
peated remarks of the Leader of the House that
he does not intend to follow the traditions or the
previous Government in dealing with the business
of the House are completely inaccurate.

The practice of the previous Government and or
Governments before it in dealing with the
business or the House was not based on a policy
decision or approach, but rather on the Standing
Orders of the Parliament. In particular, I refer to
Standing Order No. 35 which provides specifi-
cally that no business of Parliament other than
formal business should be dealt with beyond the
second reading speech stage until the completion
or the Address-in-Reply. That is the starting
point; that is the obligation or the House under its
own Standing Orders. It is founded in the history
or respect or the Parliament in dealing with the
Governor's Address at the opening or Parliament.
That should be dealt with by the House until it is
completed, ahead or other business except urgent
business.

Traditionally, Government business of a genu-
inely urgent character has been brought forward
ahead of the completion of the Address-i n- Reply.
I point out that the Opposition has raised no
question about dealing in this session with several
pieces of legislation ahead or the Address-in-
Reply. These include legislation to amend the
Firearms Act to permit silencers to be fixed to
rifles for the purpose of dealing with the menace
of starlings in agricultural areas. We co-operated
in having that passed through all stages on the
first day or sitting.

Mr Tonkin: We thank you for that.
Mr HASSELL: Secondly, we co-operated in re-

lation t9 the legislation to increase the tobacco tax
rrom 12.5 per cent to 35 per cent. We co-operated
on that Bill because that tax took effect on I July.
It was already operating retrospectively when the
Bill came to Parliament. It was an important
budgetary measure as far as the Government was
concerned, and although we opposed the legis-
lation and felt it was wrong, we considered it right

that it should be brought forward and dealt with
in this House in advance of the completion of the
Address-in-Reply. We raised no objection to its
being dealt with in that way.

Mr Tonkin: For which we thank you.
Mr HASSELL: I am not asking for the Minis-

ter's thanks.
Mr Tonkin: I am giving them, anyway.
Mr H-ASSELL: Again, that is not the point

about which we are talking, any more than we
were talking about the items the Minister referred
to in his speech last night when he used the words
"grateful" and "magnanimous".

When the Government sought to deal with the
Temporary Reduction of Remuneration (Senior
Public Officers) Bill, we raised no objection on
the basis that the Government said it was a
budgetary Bill. We are not happy with the Bill
and we debated it strongly. Nevertheless, it was
properly brought forward in advance of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply.

Mr Tonkin: Money is not everything, you know,
Mr HASSELL: I have referred to three Bills

and in the back of my mind I think there was
another.

Mr Tonkin: The Local Government Amend-
ment Bill.

Mr HASSELL: I thank the Minister. That also
was agreed to without argument because it affec-
ted the 1983-84 budgeting of local government
which was proceeding at the time.

Then we come to the Electoral Amendment
Bill, and while it is not a Bill that traditionally
would go through ahead of the Address-in-Reply,
I understood from the remarks of the Leader of
the House in the second reading debate and from
discussions with him that he wanted to get on
with that Bill for two reasons. The first reason
was that he wanted to put in place the adminis-
trative arrangements to bring about a joint enrol-
ment procedure.

Secondly, he wanted to be able to co-opcratc
with the Commonwealth and other States in
bringing into effect the Australian citizenship
provisions relating to enrolment. Although we
may have serious reservations about aspects of
that Bill, the Government's reasons for wanting to
bring it forward in advance of the Address-in-
Reply are legitimate and proper and we have not
argued on that point.

Our objection must necessarily arise, however,
at being required under this motion to agree to
legislation affecting the Constitution Amendment
Act and the Acts Amendment (Constitution and
Electoral) Act. Thoac two Bills are in no way
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properly described as urgent. In no way are they
properly to be brought forward ahead of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply. No urgency exists for those Bills
to be dealt with. They have been brought forward
to the second reading stage and one or two more
are to come which deal with the same general
area, That is the course which allows the House
to deal with legislation in the sense of preparing
for debate and for the discussions which have to
take place about that legislation in the public
arena.

No reason exists to vary the Standing Orders of
the House-not the practice of the last Govern-
ment-to permit debate on these Bills ahead of
the completion of the Address- in-Reply. I say to
the Leader of the House that we are prepared to
co-operate with him on those Bills to which we
already have agreed and in relation to the Elec-
toral Amendment Bill for the very good reasons
he put forward. We do not believe it is correct for
the Constitution Amendment Bill and the Acts
Amendment (Constitution and Electoral) Bill to
be brought forward in advance of the completion
of the Address- in- Reply. For that reason we op-
pose the motion.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Leader of the
Opposition) [11.08 an.]: I support the remarks
of my deputy leader. I indicate clearly that we
want to be co-operative in relation to legislation
brought to this House; but I do not think we can
throw procedures completely to the
wind-procedures which have applied in this
House for a long period. We have co-operated, as
the Minister acknowledges, and agreed to a
number of Bills being treated before the Address-
in-Reply is dealt with. I cannot see any reason for
our not continuing to agree to deal with Bills of
an urgent nature. We want to get the Address-in-
Reply out of the way as quickly as possible so we
can get on with other business, but we believe we
ought to have the opportunity to dispose of it in
an orderly manner.

One matter which worries me is the number of
ministerial statements being made in this House.
A further statement is to be made today by the
Deputy Premier in connection with some inquiries
with which the Government plans to proceed. We
have no objection to the inquiries, but at the rate
at which the Government is calling them, it will
take up many hours of debate in the House if
each is to be explained. The number of inquiries is
outstripping the number of QANGOs in this
State, and the Deputy Premier has indicated his
concern in that area. Two or three additional in-
quiries are being called every day. If each is going
to be explained in this House, many hours of de-
bate will be taken up unnecessarily.

I repeat what the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition said: We are happy for the Electoral
Amendment Bill to proceed. We believe, however,
the Constitution Amendment Bill and the Acts
Amendment (Constitution and Electoral) Bill
should not proceed until the Address- in- Repl y is
out of the way.

Mr Tonkin: The Constitution Amendment Bill
is consequent on the Electoral Amendment Bill.
Haven't you had a look at it yet?

Mr O'CONNOR: Right. We will co-operate to
the fullest in connection with any Bills that are
genuinely urgent.

Mr Tonkin: That is the problem-the definition
of what is genuinely urgent will differ. The Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition seemed to say that, if
it is not a money Bill, it is not urgent.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do niot think he indicated
that at all. There ought to be proper discussion
and co-operation before the House goes on to de-
bate these issues. In many cases we do not have
sufficient time to consider these matters and ad-
ditional time is necessary for us to debate them.

Mr Tonkin: 1 put off two Bills because the
deputy leader wanted more time.

Mr O'CONNOR: But are they necessary? We
do not believe they are necessary until after the
Address-in- Reply is completed. I think the Minis-
ter himself would admit they are not of such an
urgent nature that would require them to be dealt
with in a special way.

Mr Tonkin: We believe they are.

Mr Mensaros: The Premier was reported as
saying that he did not want an election for three
years, so what is the urgency?

Mr Tunkin: Well, we do not know what the
situation is. We have to have the option of going
to an election if the Council-

Mr O'CONNOR: The Government can indi-
cate that anything is urgent. 1 do not believe these
Bills are urgent, but if there is a genuine case of
urgency, the Government will get co-operation
from this side of the House. I agree with the view
expressed by my deputy.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [It. 12 a.m.]: I wish
to indicate my concern about the motion before
the House. One aspect of it is the further erosion
of the rights of private members.

Mr Tonkin: Oh come on-we gave up one of
our spots last night to enable you to speak.

Mr STEPHENS: If the Leader of the House
will just hear me out, he may want to withdraw
his interjection. It would be wiser for him to hear
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my comments before he makes his point. I will
continue.

I accept that there may be occasions when the
Government needs to suspend Standing Orders to
deal with some legislation in advance of the
completion of the Address-in-Reply. It happened
with the previous Liberal Goverrnent, and no
doubt it will happen with future Governments.
However, this practice should be used very
sparingly because it denies members the oppor-
tunity to avail themselves of private members'
day. If this motion is passed and we dispose of the
legislation referred to in it, what guarantee do we
have that next week or the week after we will not
be faced with another motion to suspend Standing
Orders? I can foresee the situation arising where
we go through a whole session of Parliament with-
out a private members' day. This is a matter of
particular concern.

I can appreciate that some of the matters men-
tioned by the Leader of the House about the
necessity for the passage of the Electoral Amend-
menit Bill, but I really question even that. The
State election was held last February and if the
matter was so urgent, Parliament could have been
called together earlier. I am aware that it has
been a policy of the Labor Party for many years
to seek electoral reform, and while I agree with
the need for electoral reform, I do not agree that
we should go as far as the reform suggested by
the Labor Party.

Mr Tonkin: That electoral Bill is to do with
voting and management procedures.

M r STEPHENS: I appreciate that.

Mr Tonkin: I imagine there would be a lot of
agreement across the Chamber about that.

Mr Hassell: You convinced us that the urgency
relates to administrative arrangements.

Mr STEPHENS: I do not believe after all this
time that another month or so would make any
difference. We have had to suffer from the lack of
electoral reform for many years.

Mr Tonkin: And therefore, a few more years,
will not matter! That is a typical conservative atti-
tude; it is not our attitude. This is a dynamic
Government and we want to get on with the job.

Mr Clarko: "Static" is the word!

Mr STEPHENS: In the normal course of
events there will not be an election for three
years, so surely we have plenty of time to correct
the matter.

Mr Tonkin: You cannot be sure of that.

Mr STEPHENS: No, I cannot.

Mr MacKinnon: In politics you cannot be sure
of anything.

Mr Tonkin: The previous Government didn't do
anything about many things. Last night the mem-
ber for Albany mentioned a matter which comes
within the Consumer Affairs portfolio. Do you
want us to be like the other Government-nine
years and doing nothing? For nine years its mem-
bers sat there, and I do not know what they did.

Mr STEPHENS: I am concerned about the
rights and privileges of members of this House
and if we are continually to suspend Standing Or-
ders, we will not have a private members' day.

Mr Tonkin: If you sat down we could get on
with the Address-in-Reply.

Mr STEPHENS: I think the point should be
made-it should be brought home to the Govern-
ment what it is doing. As I said last night, the day
will come when the boot will be on the other foot
and that is what I am concerned about. These
matters should be decided after joint consultation.
Harmonious arrangements should be agreed
upon. It is not good enough to say, "We have the
power now and we will steamroll this motion
through the House". When the pendulum swings
the other way, the present Opposition will adopt
the same attitude, an attitude which is not con-
ducive to dignity and proper debate in this House.
The Leader of the House is not concerned about
that.

Mr Tonkin: I am concerned about it.
Mr STEPHENS: That is the point I am mak-

ing. I hope that the Government uses this mech-
anism very sparingly and does not deny the Oppo-
sition the opportunity of private members' day.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) 111.17 am.]: I have
been prompted to speak by some of the remarks
j ust made by the Leader of the House. It was not
my intention to speak to the motion to suspend
Standing Orders, but I now take this opportunity
to clarify a couple of points, and I ask the Leader
of the House to tell us the situation in regard to
private members.

Since the Government has taken office;' there is
no question that it has made a number of new
innovations in regard to sitting times. I would also
say that it has made those changes using the
numbers it has-it did not use consultation. The
Gove rnment used its weight of numbers to incul-
cate its views on all other members of the House.
The sitting times are certainly not convenient for
country members-they are quite disastrous for
some people. However, the Leader of the House
has had his way.

Mr Tonkin: The Government has had its way.
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Mr BLAIKIE: The Leader of the House-

Mr Tonkin: Well, I am only acting as agent.

Mr BLAIKiE: -acting on behalf of the
Government-

Mr Tonkin: That is right.
Mr BLAIKIE: -has had his way and inflicted

this on all members. We have had a series of
moves aimed at suspending Standing Orders so
that the Government can proceed with its business
while the Address-in- Reply is still being debated.

It is interesting to see that the Parliament actu-
ally opened in March, and one would have antici-
pated a further opening in July. However,' the
Government calculated incorrectly and had there
been a further opening, an embarrassing situation
would have arisen-embarrassing to its own
members. The Government is now asking us to
again suspend Standing Orders so that the Elec-
toral Amendment Bill, the Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, and the Acts Amendment (Constitution
and Electoral) Bill can be entered upon and dealt
with prior to the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply. Innocent though this may be, it will
further deny the opportunity for private members
to introduce new business. The comments of the
member for Stirling were pertinent to this very
point. The Government needs to understand that
the Parliament is not here for the benefit of the
Government. It is a tragedy that the Leader of the
House does not accept that point as well. The
Parliament is not here purely and simply to be a
vehicle for the Government-

Mr Tonkin: I accept that.

Mr BLAIKIE: -but the way the Leader of the
House is conducting the business of the House,' he
is denying the members the rights they should
have.

Mr Tonkin: In what way?
Mr BLAIKIE: Because he is suspending Stand-

ing Orders continually; he is continually moving
gag motions; he is continually putting guillotine
motions forward. I give the Leader of the House
one consideration, and that is that he listens to ar-
guments. I hope he listens to mine before he
interjects again.

The Parliament is not the tool of the Govern-
ment, and it never has been.

Mr Tonkin: I accept that.
M r B LA IK IE: I n fact, the Leader of the House

is directing the business of the Government, and
he is frustrating and preventing private members
from getting on with the business that they may
have. Notwithstanding the fact that this Parlia-
menit has a recognised Opposition, we also have a
minority party to be considered.

Mr Tonkin: You never considered them. I al-
lowed the National Party in last night. I have ar-
ranged pairing, which you would never agree to.
You should talk!

Mr BLAIKIE: If the Leader of the House
would just stop frothing and calm down while I
explain-

Mr Tonkin: I am not frothing. I am just dis-
agreeing with your comment.

Mr BLAIKIE: We have private members on
either side of the House who are deserving of the
consideration of the House to bring forward mat-
ters that they believe are in the interests of their
electorates.

Mr Tonkin: And they will have that oppor-
tunity.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Leader of the House is ef-
fectively denying them that opportunity by the ac-
tions he is taking.

Mr Tonkin: No, we are not. We are saying that
they will have the opportunity at different times.
We are bringing on Bills ahead of the Address-in-
Reply. There is a point I want to make: You said
that the Parliament is not the tool of the Govern-
ment-

Mr BLAIKIE: The Leader of the House says,
"~at different times". I would appreciate it if he
would indicate what different times he envisages
giving to members to bring forward private mem-
bers' business.

Mr Tonkin: We already allowed you two
yesterday.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Leader of the House is in-
sisting on Government business going ahead of
the Address-in-Reply. However, it has always
been traditional that once the Address-in- Reply is
out of the road-we have always had the responsi-
bility to get it out of the road-Government
business takes priority on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and private members have the oppor-
tunity to deal with private members' business on
Wednesdays.

Mr Tonkin: I want to make something clear to
you. You said the Government is just using the
Parliament as a tool. I want you to understand
that the reason the Standing Orders are sus-
pended- is that we have a majority, and we rep-
resent the greater number of people. That is what
it comes down to, and that is the reason.

Mr BLAIKIE: I am disappointed that the
Leader of the House has said that the reason this
will occur is that the Government has the
numbers.

Mr Tonkin: Because we represent more people
than you do.
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Opposition members interjected.
Mr Tonkin: You had 12 hours' debate on that

Bill. Don't be s u pid!
Mr BLAIKIE: Mr Speaker, I claim your pro-

tection.
The SPEAKER: If you speak to me, I will

protect you.
Mr BLAIKIE: I have been trying to speak to

you, Sir, but there have been one or two difficult-
ies from across the Chamber.

Your office, Sir, places a very heavy responsi-
bility on you, and you effectively discharge that
responsibility in relation to all members. The Par-
liament is for the members of the Parliament, and
it should not be used as a tool of the Government,
for the Government to control the Parliament. Be-
cause of the way in which the Leader of the
House is conducting the business on behalf of the
Government, I charge him with denying effec-
tively the access of private members-

Mr Tonkin; We allowed you to suspend Stand-
ing Orders yesterday, for your purposes.

Mr BLAIKIE: As far as our suspending Stand-
ing Orders was concerned, that was a matter of
urgency.

Mr Tonkin: I am the most co-operative person
you have ever seen in my position.

Mr BLAlKIE: Mr Speaker, 1, too, have sat in
the Chair where you sit, and I know how co-op-
erative the Leader of the House was when he sat
on this side of the Chamber! That applied particu-
larly in relation to his attitude to the Chairman of
Committees.

M r Tonkin: That was in my fiery youth.
Mr BLAIKIE: The Government is using the

Parliament effectively to stifle any move by pri-
vate members to discuss private members'
business. The Government is using the Parliament
purely as a tool for Government business, and to
ensure that private members do not have the right
to represent their constituents.

I do not support thc Government's motion.
Question put and passed.

BUI LDERS' REGISTRATION AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Minister for
Consumer Affairs) [11.26 anm.]: Mr Speaker,
another way in which we are far more co-op-
erative than the previous Government is in the
fact that I am waiting until everyone has a copy
of the Bill before I start to speak. When I sat on
the other side of the House, usually the Ministers

started speaking long before a Bill was in my
hands.

Mr Old: That is not correct.
Opposition members interjected.
Mr TONKIN: I notice the attendant is now

giving a copy to the Opposition Whip. He is the
last member to receive one, so I will proceed.

Point of Order

Mr O'CONNOR: On a point of order: When
Bills are distributed, is it not normally in the
hands of the Speaker to ensure that the Minister
does not commence before the Bill is distributed?

The SPEAKER: There is no point or order.

Debate Resumed

M rTON KIN: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill proposes a number of amendments to the
Builders' Registration Act. Numerous amend-
ments are proposed following consultation with
the building industry, the Master Builders' As-
sociation, and the Housing Industry Association.

The principal amendments relate to matters
which arise from the previous Government's lack
of concern for the public and for the board. This
Bill proposes an amendment to the jurisdictional
area of the Builders' Registration Board to extend
the ambit to the whole of the metropolitan region
which is subject to the metropolitan region
planning scheme and also to the Shire of
Mandurah. The board's present jurisdiction is the
area of the 1969-that was the Government of
action!- Metropol itan Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage Board area.

What sewers and drains have to do with build-
ing escapes me. We had the situation previously
that the catchment areas of various dams were in-
cluded, because they were relevant to water
supplies, while places where houses and buildings
were had been excluded from the jurisdiction of
the Builders' Registration Board. That is the kind
of record of the previous Government. No wonder
its members squeal when we want to move on
with legislation. They sat here for nine years and
did nothing.

Mr Clarko: Why didn't you do anything from
1971 to 1974?

Mr TON KIN: The member for Karrinyup
grew fat as the Minister for Education, whereas,
if he had been working hard, he might have lost
some weight and got down to a fighting trim
weight.

Mr Clarko:, You had from 1971 to 1974.
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Several members interjected.
Mr Clarko: He has a vested interest. He prob-

ably wasn't allowed to vote.
Mr Mclver: You were looking after your mates.

That's why you got rat.
Mr TONKIN: I was momentarily stunned by

the brilliance of the repartee of the member for
Karrinyup, but having caught my breath, I re-
mind members that, as the Minister for Works
has said, we have never had a majority in the
Legislative Council.

Mr Clarko: So what?
Mr TONKIN: Therefore, when we tried to

change the position when we were in Government
from 1971-74, the Bill was defeated by the grossly
gerrymandered upper House.

Mr Clarko: A House of Review. It reviewed it.
You are about as thick as that log in Kings Park,
except that it is lying down.

Mr Wilson: He is getting worse!
Mr TONKIN: The member for Karrinyup is

really doing his leadership prospects a lot of good!.
Mr Clarko: What does that have to do with it?

You have gone geriatric lately.
Mr TONKIN: Carry on; I am loving this. I am

happy as long as the member for Karrinyup goes
on like that.

Mr Clarko: Are you trying to pad out time or
something?

Mr TONKIN: When we were in Government,
we tried to change this ridiculous system and the
Bill was defeated in the Legislative Council
which, of course, at that time-as is the case
now-represented a minority of people in the
State. Bearing in mind the member for Floreat's
knowledge of history, I believe he might know
that the authoritarian and totalitarian powers of
eastern Europe operate on the same principle;
that is, control by a minority.

Mr Mensaros: Not allowing the Opposition to
speak, as you did last night.

Mr TONKIN: We gave you 12 hours in which
to debate the Bill, yet the member for Floreat
says the Opposition was not allowed to speak.
Who suspended Standing Orders last night? In-
deed, who seconded the motion to suspend Stand-
ing Orders last night to enable members opposi -te
to speak? I did; so that indicates the kind of non-
sense in which members opposite engage.

Mr Court: Did you have a champagne break-
fast or something this morning?

Mr TONKIN: Ilam feeling rather fit.

Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Kalamunda
Will remember that, when in Opposition, I said
Ministers should not slavishly stick to their speech
notes.

Mr Thompson: But we just want you to talk
about the Bill.

Mr TONKIN: I shall return to the Bill.
This area was proclaimed in 1980 by the pre-

vious Government for what I can only discover as
being unspecified, mysterious reasons. The situ-
ation was that part of Mundaring was not covered
and I doubt the previous and unlamented member
for Mundaring did much to try to help his con-
stituents there. At least one-third of Ballajura is
not protected. The Serpentine-Jarrahdale townsite
is not included, although the neighbouring State
forest is and, of course, it is not possible to build
in State forests.

Therefore, we have this state of affairs which
the previous, slothful Government allowed to con-
tinue for nine years. To continue: I argued then
that the appropriate area at the very least should
encompass all the metropolitan region, not just
some of it-excluding some parts of suburbs and
not other parts, excluding substantial parts of
metropolitan areas from the board's control, areas
where substantial building activity was being car-
ried out; for example, Ballajura and the Shire of
Rockingham. I have already given some examples
of that.

It was absurd then, as it is now, to use as the
basis of jurisdiction a metropolitan region defi-
nition which was then 10 years out of date. Also,
as I mentioned previously, it was related to water
supplies.

My search of departmental files does not dis-
close the reason for the absurd jurisdiction, save
to say that it was contrary to the advice the pre-
vious Government received. It can be seen the
Government was not given advice suggesting it
should use this ridiculous system; therefore, it
certainly cannot blame the Civil Service for the
position. The Government received good advice
and chose to ignore it. I accept that a Government
has a right or a duty to ignore advice from time to
time, because it is the Government and it is
elected by the people. However, I should have
thought a Government would need good reasons
to ignore advice, not insane ones.

This Government now sets forth to correct this
fundamental error in the board's jurisdiction.

The Bill goes further than merely adopting the
boundaries of the metropolitan region, but ex-
tends the board's jurisdiction to the Shire of
Mandurah-again an area where substantial
building activity has taken and will take place.
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The Government is also giving consideration to
further extending the board's jurisdiction to other
country areas. It is only sensible and proper that
the Builders' Registration Board should extend its
ambit to such areas for the benefit of the public.

Since its inception in 1939, the board has
always been self-funding. Therefore, the intention
was not to create Financial difficulties for it, and
making a charge upon the public purse. Thus, the
board will extend its area only if it is able to do
SO.-

Secondly, the Bill seeks to give to the board
desperately needed powers which are made
necessary as a result of the board's financial situ-
ation.

Registration fees have not been raised since
1976. The ravages of escalating costs and in-
flation have consequently placed a heavy financial
burden on the board to the extent that unless it is
given power to borrow and confirms its right to
hold property which may be offered as security,
the board's financial position by the end of the
year would be parlous.

Since its inception in 1939, the board has been
self-sufficient and not reliant on Government
funding. This position is to be preserved by action
from the Government, by an increase in regis-
tration fees, together with this proposal in the Bill
to permit thc board, for the purposes of carrying
out its functions, to acquire real and personal
property and to allow it a power to borrow,
together with a right to charge such property as
security where required.

When I became Minister, the board was in
such a parlous financial position that it would
have been forced to close its doors by the end of
the year. I can only bclieve that the present
Government had decided to destroy the board by
stealth, by not agrecing to increascs in fees, and
by not allowing it to borrow. As a result, the
board would have had to close its doors.

I would have had much more respect for the
previous Government had it decided to abolish the
board for some ideological reason with which it
did not agree. However, it is quite wrong for a
Governmcnt to force a board, which has an im-
portant function, to close its doors in that way.

A number of other amendments are proposed to
the Act. A number are of a machinery nature and
relate to the composition of the board and the ex-
ercise of the board's powers to cause rectification
work to be carried out.

In line with the Government's policy, the Bill
provides for the nomination of a consumer rep-
resentative to the board by the Minister. It also
provides for panels of names in respect of the re-

maining members, to be submitted to the Minister
for nomination for appointment and for the ap-
pointment of a deputy chairman and deputy
members.

The Bill proposes that the board may delegate
the right to order remedial work to the registrar
of the board and following a recent decision of the
Supreme Court, also contains a provision for the
board or registrar to vary orders made for rectifi-
cation work. In the absence of any specific pro-
vision, this power is not available to the board.

Further, the Bill proposes that the board's
power is to be limited to a complaint which is
made within six years of the date of practical
completion of the building work. This is consistent
with normal limitation periods and should allow
any structural faults which appear, over what is
considered a reasonable period, to be the subject
of complaints.

Finally, the Sill seeks to alter the provision re-
lating to owner-builders. The Bill alters the period
during which an owner-builder is precluded from
selling his home from 18 months to three years
and from three years to six years in which an
owner-builder is precluded from obtaining a
further builder's licence.

Both provisions are designed to prevent builders
from disguising themselves as owner-builders.
Both provisions are to be subject to a dispensation
which may be granted by the Minister when he is
satisfied that there is a genuine case as a result of
changed circumstances and that hardship would
be suffered if the application were refused.

We do not seek to make it difficult for genuine
owner-builders to build.

What has been happening is that people who
are unregistered builders have been building
houses under the guise of being owner-builders.
One builder whose work I inspected a little while
ago had built houses for himself, his sister, his
mother-in-law, his daughter-in-law, etc. They
were ostensibly built by owner-builders. But in
each case he was the builder, although he was not
qualified. There was no protection for the public.
This man was doing registered builders out of
work which they should have been given, because
he was doing this building while pretending to be
an owner-builder.

Mr Thompson: The only reason for the exist-
ence of the Builders' Registration Board is to en-
sure that a certain standard of building is con-
structed.

Mr TONKIN: I do not think that is the only
reason.
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Mr Thompson: It is the principal reason. Is
what you have just cited the objection-that is,
the fact that members of the one family had built
several houses-or was it that the buildings were
substandard?

Mr TONKIN: The main objection was that he
was building and selling without being registered.

Mr Mensaros; But you said he was not quali-
fied. It makes a difference.

Mr TONKIN: He was neither qualified nor
registered.

Mr Mensaros: That is different.
Mr TONKIN: I know, but the point is he was

not a registered builder. However, even if the
workmanship had been of a high quality, there
would still have been reason to object, because he
was working as an unregistered builder in de-
fiance of the law. If he was a good builder, he
should have been registered as all the other
builders have to be.

Mr Pearce: Is the Opposition saying that
builders should not have to be registered?

Mr Thompson: No. Some of the worst work
done on buildings is done by registered builders.

Mr TONKIN: In that case the member should
consult with the Housing Industry Association
and the Master Builders' Association.

Mr Thompson: They want to close the shop.
Mr TONKIN: That is not my impression and I

believe that to be a slanderous statement. I have
held very cordial discussions with these people
and they are delighted to see how they can con-
tact 'this Minister considering the difficulty they
had seeing the previous Minister.

Mr Thompson: You seem to be heaven-sent to
everyone.

M r TON K IN: So the member has noticed, too.
The HIA and the MBA are not trying to keep

the situation a closed shop; they are happy to en-
sure that the proper sort of people are admitted to
the industry. In fact, the representatives of the as-
sociations and the board are very much in favour
of training people to allow new people to be ad-
mitted to the industry. They are not interested in
keeping a closed shop. They have stressed to me
that they are not trying to prevent genuine home
builders from building; but they feel that, if their
members have to be registered, wvhy should
another person, who is in fact building for his liv-
ing, not have to be registered, too. The Govern-
ment agrees with their view.

Mr Thompson: You cited the case of three
members of one family who had been given a Ii-

cence to build; but that does not make any one
man Jack of them a builder.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Kalamunda is
missing the point. This row of houses ostensibly
built for the sister-in-law, etc., in her name was
built by one person and then sold. The one person
built them all and sold them.

Mr Thompson: No, a licence was given to par-
ticular individuals, not one man.

Mr TONKIN: Yes, but they were built by one
person. It was a subterfuge in order to avoid the
Builders' Registration Act. The member should
discuss it with the HIA, the MBA, and the
Builders' Registration Board.

Mr Pearce: Perhaps you could give them the
addresses of these places so they could find them
more easily.

Mr TONKIN: The Government believes this
Bill represents an approach designed to give
greater flexibility to the board in its operations
and to strengthen its role in giving greater protec-
tion to the community it serves. Some machinery
provisions are entailed, but I have not detailed
them. Knowing the industry of the member for
Kalamunda, I am sure he will read the Bill and
make up his mind on it. This is an excellent Bill,
one which is long overdue. It is excellent because
it will do two things: It will protect the bona ide
builder and it will protect building standards for
the consumer.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Thompson.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Amendment zo Motion

Debate resumed from 4 August.
MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [11.45 am.]: It

has been some time since the member for
Kalamunda moved his amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply motion so I think it might be well
if I at least paraphrase the amendment so that
members know what we are debating and so that
anyone who might later care to read Hansard will
know what my comments relate to.

The member for Kalamunda's amendment re-
minds His Excellency the Governor that the
Government has failed in its Promise to introduce
prices control, because what the Government has
done by having Parliament pass the Acts Amend-
ment (Prevention of Excessive Prices) Bill has
been to pass a failure. The amendment details
why the Act is a failure and explains why prices
control is in fact injurious rather than beneficial.
The amendment explains that prices control cre-
ates more problems than it solves and that even
with the example of petrol, which I think is the
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only instance of the Act having been used, the
Act's use has resulted in a situation which is
worse probably than it would have been had the
Act not existed. Consequently the amendment
concludes by asking the Governor to advise the
people of this State of these facts. The amend-
ment eloquently not only sets out the short-
comings of the excessive prices control legislation,
but also sets out indirectly the more and more
often adopted and evident attitude of the Govern-
ment.

As predicted by many speakers, including me,
back in March when the excessive prices legis-
lation was before Parliament, the Act has proved
to be entirely superfluous; it has been used for
nothing other than propaganda purposes. Indeed,
it is as useless as so many other actions of the
Government. The Government tries to maintain
its popularity, which allowed it to obtain office
because of a temporary aberration on the part of
the electorate, by bluff and outward measures
without any substance, all designed only to main-
tain face for the Government.

Those irresponsible promises which could have
contributed to the Government's victory, the
Government now conveniently ignores or tries to
talk itself out of honouring. This is patently illus-
trated in answers to questions I asked yesterday,
having read newspaper reports prior to the elec-
tion when the previous Opposition spokesman for
mines made a number of promises which one
could imagine, if the mining community took
seriously, would have appeared acceptable to it.
Yesterday, I asked the Minister for Mines' rep-
resentative in this House what had happened to
some of those promises. I asked whether the Min-
ister could describe the newly created energy pol-
icy and planning unit which, according to the
promises made before the elections, was to be in-
dependent of the State Energy Commission. The
present Minister for Transport and the Premier
promised at that time that no longer would the
State utility serve the Government in an advisory
role because the Government would create a new
entity.

The answer to the question was that the matter
was under consideration. In effect the answer was
that the Government has done nothing about it. I
asked about the level of funds to be provided to
upgrade the State Batteries, an upgrading the
ALP promised through the present Minister for
Transport, who represents an electorate with a
fair interest in State Batteries. The answer was
that the funding was being considered in the con-
text of the forthcoming State Budget. I wonder
what the answer will be when I ask a similar
question after the Budget is brought down; I will

ask why the batteries have niot been upgraded. I
can understand why the upgrading will not be
carried out, even though the batteries are to assist
mining companies and, particularly, small pros-
pectors. The maintenance of these batteries is un-
doubtedly a burden on taxpayers because they
show a constant loss despite an increase in the
charges from time to time-yet the upgrading
was promised.

I asked the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines whether any progress had been made in
establishing special Financial mechanisms to over-
come short-term risk capital difficulties encoun-
tered in mining. The ALP had promised to estab-
lish those mechanisms, but the answer I received
was that the matter was still under review, an
answer which in real terms means that the
Government has not done anything to honour that
promise.

I asked the Minister for the Environment about
the Harvey Estuary and the Peel Inlet because the
now Premier had promised that land would be
purchased in that area because the use of ferti-
lisers on those properties had caused problems.
The answer was that no such properties would be
purchased, and that was despite the firm promise
made by the ALP parliamentary leader.

This Government backed away from the prom-
ises it made when it was in Opposition, promises
which presumably helped it to obtain office. Obvi-
ously during a severe economic recession which
we have experienced, and the recession we still ex-
perience to a certain extent-a time of job in-
security, high interest rates, and high in-
flation-the public listen to promises made by
political parties. In this State the people tok
cognisance of the promises made by the ALP,
such as that there would be no increased charges
or taxes, and full employment would return.
These promises appeal to the people suffering bad
financial circumstances, but they were promises
the ALP never intended to implement; it intended
only to hoodwink the electorate in order to win
office.

The Labor Party not only tarnished its image,
which of course does not concern me very much.
but also ruined the credibility of the whole demo-
cratic system as we know it. The people consider
these gross breaches of promises as the pattern for
all political parties, and believe that it is the pat-
tern of every member of Parliament-they are
j ust politicians.

Mr Jamieson: Are you suggesting your side
never involved itself in that sort of thing?

Mr MENSAROS: I am not suggesting that the
record of our party indicates we were able to keep
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every promise, but I do suggest that no Govern-
ment other than this one, for as long as I can re-
member from my experience of the local
scene-probably the member for Welshpool re-
members more-has promised to support so many
things unnecessarily with the knowledge that its
promises could not be implemented.

Mr Jamieson: i would say they are about
average.

Mr MENSAROS: I am talking about the dam-
age this Government has done not only to itself,
but also to this institution. I am sure the member
for Welshpool respects this institution just as I do.
This Government's record is a sad commentary on
this institution. Its promises were useless; it knew
that it could not put those promises into effect.
Perhaps this is the Fault of the system to some ex-
tent because at election time promises seem to be
necessary. It is not thought that a party can fight
for Government on the basis of its basic platform
and convictions,

The legislation controlling excessive prices is,
as the member for Kalamunda pointed out, a
prime example of this Government's attitude. It
tried to make out to the public that its promise to
control excessive prices would be implemented,
and was able to do so with great fanfare such as
with the special sitting of the Parliament and the
appeal to the media that the Government was im-
mediately implementing its promise. The results
of the legislation have been nil.

Mr Tonkin: That's not true. Each month $1.5
million has been saved as a result of the control
on petrol prices. Motorists have been saved $1.5
million a month.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr MENSAROS: The member for Kala-

munda maintains by way of his amendment, and I
agree with the amendment, that, had there not
been that excessive prices contra] legislation, the
price of petrol probably would have decreased, or
not have increased as much as it did.

Mr Tonkin: Rubbish!
Mr MENSAROS: When that legislation was

debated, I made detailed reference to the effect of
prices control on the furniture industry whenI
was involved with it approximately 33 years ago.
A price ceiling was set, and prices rose to that cei-
ling.

Mr Tonkin: You are just a knocker.
Mr MENSAROS: My reference indicated pre-

cisely what happens in this situation. Prices con-
trol legislation interferes with the market forces.
Even the Minister for Housing said yesterday that

he does not believe there should be interference
with market forces such as with the introduction
of the withholding tax, He was right, but this
Government has interfered with market forces.

Mr Tonkin: Sometimes market forces are not
all right.

Mr MENSAROS: We pointed out that histori-
cally price-fixing endeavours have not succeeded,
and again that was proven. We pointed out also
that, if the legislation were implemented, agree-
ments with the State would be interfered with.
We referred specifically to rent control, but the
Minister claimed that the implementation of the
legislation would not affect the industry. He said
also that the legislation would be used only selec-
tively.

Mr Tonkin: That's right.
Mr MENSAROS: But it was not used at all; it

was just a gimmick in order to say to the elector-
ate that the Government was implementing its
promises. The Government wanted to appear to
be implementing its promises, but it was not. The
Minister said also that the equivalent of IV
officers would be required to implement the legis-
lation-an indication of how seriously he re-
garded the legislation!

Mr Tonkin: You are just a knocker.

Mr MENSAROS: Why was excessive prices
legislation necessary at all? Obviously the
Government tried to sell the public a paper
dragon, and tried to convince them that it was the
real thing.

Of course, it is the duty of the Opposition to
point out these things to the public and to show
them that the Government's so-called implemen-
tation of this promise was simply a farce. It is our
duty to inform the public that even this seemingly
implemented promise amounted to no implemen-
tation whatsoever at great cost to the taxpayer.
The public should know that all the ostentatious
circumstances such as Parliament being called
together, public moneys being expended, etc.,
were actually ways of deceiving the public. Can
the Government show the House or the public
even a slight benefit which has occurred under
this legislation? The Minister said a benefit was
that the price of petrol was reduced. In my view
and that of the Opposition and every
businessman, prices would have come down to a
larger extent if the Act had not been in existence.

Mr Pearce: What evidence do you have for that
assertion? None at all!

Mr MENSAROS: I have the evidence of hu-
mans and of a corporate nature which has not
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changed since the Minister was a boy, nor even
since Adam.

Mr Pearce: That was not very long ago.
Mr MENSAROS: It is strong enough evidence

to calculate something or to determine how people
will react according to their inherent human
natures. We need no more evidence than that.
Can the Government say that, as a result of this
legislation, the inflation rate was reduced? Can
the Government show that, as a result of this
legislation, prices of any group of items have de-
clined? That was supposed to have been the sole
reason for the legislation's passage.

The member for Pilbara has said that prices in
her area are increasing; they are not going down.
If people are interested, I urge those who were
conned by this legislation to gn to a supermarket
or other shops to establish whether rrices have de-
creased.

When in opposition the Labor Party said we
should not have accepted the wages freeze with-
out a prices freeze because prices would sky-
rocket. The Government implies that prices have
not increased, because of the price control legis-
lation, but of course we know that they have done
so. One of the reasons put forward in favour of
this legislation was that it would create more em-
ployment. I do not think the Government can say
that any of these advantages supposedly flowing
from the legislation have actually occurred.

I do not really expect the Government to
answer these questions, but a lot of questions have
been and will be answered by subsequent events,
despite the fact that the Government evaded corn-
plete answers even when put in propcr parliamen-
tary form. I hope members of the public will be
made aware of these broken promises. Having
heard it in Parliament, it is the duty of the media
to publish it so the public know what this Govern-
ment is all about. I support the amendment.

Debate adjourned to a later stage of the sitting.
on motion by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the House).

[Continued on page 1210.]

SHOPPING CENTRES: LEASES

Inquiry: Ministerial Statement

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [12.07
p.m.]: I seek leave to make a statement to the
House concerning an inquiry into commercial ten-
ancy agreements, with special reference to shop-
ping centres.

Point of Order

Mr HASSELL: We are quite happy to agree
with this and will not object to leave being

granted; however, I want to raise with the Leader
of the House the fact that the practice of making
these ministerial statements is developing. Again,
there is no worry on our part about that, but we
would appreciate a little more notice of state-
ments so we can prepare our replies. We would
like to seek leave to give our reply later.

Mr Tonkin: Yes, that is all right.
Mr HASSELL: After we have considered it.
Mr Bryce: The member has indicated he wants

to respond.
Mr HASSELL: It was not the case before.
Mr Davies: You must get together aver there.
Mr Pearce: They never gave us any notice be-

fore.

Debate Resumed

Leave granted.
Mr BRYCE: In view of the interest expressed

by members, I have requested leave to make this
special statement concerning this inquiry, which
was foreshadowed in our election platform.

The inquiry will be conducted by Mr Nigel
Clarke, a senior and well-respected member of the
Bar.

His terms of reference are-
(1) to receive and evaluate submissions on

problems associated with commercial
tenancy agreements, with particular
reference to shopping centres and pro-
cedures for resolving conflicts arising
from the problems;

(2) to undertake such further inquiries, dis-
cussions, investigations, and inspections
as may be considered necessary and de-
sirable;

(3) to examine reports and reviews of
investigations and studies into matters
associated with commercial tenancy
agreements, with particular reference to
shopping centres, which have been con-
ducted throughout Australia and else-
where;

(4) report to the Minister for Economic De-
velopment and Technology as soon as
practicable on commercial tenancy
agreements, with particular reference to
shopping centres, with recommendations
for consideration by the Western Aus-
tralian Government on policies which
should be implemented by industry self-
regulation, legislation, or other means.

Preparatory work on the inquiry has already
started and we will be advertising within the next
few days for written submissions. At a later stage
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of the inquiry, there will be an opportunity for
verbal submissions.

In order to achieve maximum benefit from the
inquiry, guidelines will shortly be available to as-
sist parties proposing to make substantial sub-
missions.

Mr Clarke has been asked to report back to me
as soon as practicable, hopefully within four
months.

The conduct of the inquiry will be solely in Mr
Clarke's hands. The Government has no intention
of directing him in any particular direction, other
than under the terms of reference. However, it is
envisaged that the inquiry will focus on common
points of conflict, which include-

(1) payment of percentage of goodwill to the
landlord on the sale of the business;

(2) percentage rent based on turnover;
(3) provision of monthly turnover fi gures by

small tenants to shopping centre man-
agers;

(4) method of determining rental increases;
(5) method of charging and allocating shop-

ping centre variable outgoings and pro-
vision of details of these outgoings;

(6) compiulsory membership and voting
rights of merchants' association;

(7) lack of an option to extend lease period;
(8) requirement for tenants to sign "offer to

lease" documents without sighting the
full lease agreement;

(9) the increasingly complex lease agree-
ments which appear to strengthen the
landlord's position, often including
clauses which, it is stated, will never be
used;

(10) any other issues specifically affecting
either tenants or owners and managers.

No doubt other matters of concern will be raised
during the course of the inquiry which is, in the
Government's view, long overdue. We have been
hearing of conflict between some small tenants
and owners and managers of shopping centres
over many years. Although both sides have dem-
onstrated goodwill in their discussions, there is
still no sign of a long-term industry solution. For
this reason, the Government has decided that it
must provide the impetus to reach a solution in
the interests of all parties.

We are concerned that some commercial pr-ac-
tices and arrangements could be threatening the
viability of the small Firm. For a Government
which is committed to supporting and strengthen-
ing the role of the small business sector, this is ob-
viously of major concern.

I believe that members on both sides of the
House will welcome this inquiry as a sincere and
sensible approach to begin tackling an issue that
has been left unresolved for far too long.

The inquiry will provide detailed information
and a set of recommendations to guide any
further action the Government feels is necessary
to resolve difficulties in this area.

MR PETER JONES (Narrogin) [12.12 p.m.J:
The inquiry is welcomed by the Opposition be-
cause it deals with a subject of great concern, and
it promises to cover many of the areas which were
acknowledged by the former Government as being
matters which must be addressed.

We have seen a spate of inquiries by this
Government and this is another one in a long line.
The Leader of the House says that his Govern-
ment is a dynamic Government which wants to
get on with the job of governing. However, the
Deputy Premier said last March that this inquiry
was imminent, but we had to wait until late
August for it to be announced. What we have in
this inquiry is another example of "government by
inquiry". We have a Government that said to the
people it had all the answers and now it has a
spate of inquiries to find the answers, and this is
another one.

There are some areas of real concern in regard
to the terms of reference and the thrust of the in-
quiry. In the first instance, one would need to be
reassured, and I hope the Minister will reassure
the House, that the terms of reference do not
foreshadow considerable amount of Government
intervention. If one looks at the points listed as
the key areas the Government expects to draw to
Mr Clarke's attention, one finds they do fore-
shadow a degree of Government intervention
which would be totally unacceptable as far as we
are concerned. More particularly they do not tally
with the Government's policy prior to the election,
and with other comments in the same statement.

Mr Bryce: That has been spelt out in the state-
ment.

Mr PETER JONES: The same statement says
that the Government supports the process of self-
regulation. Having stated that, the Government
should acknowledge that considerable progress
has been made. Discussions have been held be-
tween the various organisations such as the Build-
ing Owners and Managers Association of Aus-
tralia Ltd., and various retail groups, and the
move towards self-regulation has made consider-
able progress. Progress has been made also
towards the preparation of a model lease agree-
ment and now, months after an inquiry was said
to be imminent, another inquiry is to be held
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which can only derail a considerable amount of
progress that has been made along the path of
self-regulation.

I would agree with the Deputy Premier that it
cannot be denied that an area of conflict has
existed for a long period of time. It received con-
siderable publicity, and it also received attention
from the previous Government.

Mr Wilson: Your own members do not agree
with you on this. The member for Clontarf does
not agree with you.

Mr PETER JONES: The member for Clontarf
can make his own comments. I am making the
point that considerable attention was directed to
this area by the previous Government. The pre-
vious Minister not only had discussions through
the Small Business Advisory Service Ltd., but he
also, as members would be aware, held general
discussions and progress was made. If this inquiry
carries that progress a stage further, it is wel-
comed.

I would like to know why the Government has
extended the inquiry beyond shopping centres
which were the main area of concern. This inquiry
now embraces the whole range of commercial
tenancies. It is onerous in itself, and does that
again foreshadow that the Government feels that
the normal process of the free enterprise
system-which it says it supports, and wants to
encourage, and is committed to encourage-will
be interfered with?

The Government says, not only in this docu-
ment, but also elsewhere, that it is committed to
support small business in order to encourage it
and allow it to prosper. The Government has a
strange way of showing this, in view of the as-
sault, both at Federal and State levels, it has
launched on small business with savage increases
in charges and taxes. The Government has ac-
knowledged it supports self- regulation, so why
does the Government announce an inquiry, the
terms of reference of which foreshadow serious
intervention?

We have a situation where, prior to the last
election, we had policy announcements and the
stated ambitions of the Western Australian Shop-
ping Centre Retailers Association-the secretary,
Mr Rowe is now a Government adviser, I under-
stand. The association was seeking rent control. Is
that to be part of the Government's policy? The
Deputy Premier shakes his head indicating that
his Government does not want that. Why is there
to be intervention as this inquiry signals? I ask
the Deputy Premier whether Mr Rowe is still
involved?

Mr Bryce: No.

Mr Wilson: Are you speaking For small shop-
keepers?

Mr PETER JONES: No, I am trying to find
out what the Government is on about. The Depu-
ty Premier says that the inquiry will be completed
in four months. I think that is ]audible although I
am not sure it could be accommodated in the time
allowed.

I ask the Government how it intends to cope
with the verbal submissions which it has signalled
will be taken later by Mr Clarke. Secondly, I as-
sume the report of the submissions will be made
public because of the concern that is felt in this
a rea.

Mr Bryce: Anybody will have the opportunity
to make a private submission. If a person requests
that his submission be made in confidence, that is
reasonable. However, by and large, there is no
intention on anybody's part to create a shroud of
secrecy about what happens in the inquiry.

Mr PETER JONES: The Opposition acknowl-
edges that where items of commercial confidence
are concerned, they will not be made public. With
those comments, I conclude by saying that in
principle the Government's inquiry is welcome.

Point of Order
Mr STEPHENS: You would appreciate the

National Party's interest in this subject, Mr
Speaker, because two years ago we moved for a
Select Committee to be set up to inquire into
shopping complexes and this general area, and it
was denied to us by the then Government.

Th e SPEA KER: Wha t is t he poin t of order?
Mr STEPHENS: My request for instruction is

that I have read Standing Order No. 118 which
permits only one speaker. I ask if you can indicate
whether under any other Standing Order the
National Party would be able to express its point
of view on this matter?

The SPEAKER: No, I am afraid I cannot. The
Standing Orders are there and that is the end of
it.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

'Amendment to Mtion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [ 12.21 p.m.]: I sup-
port the amendment before the House relating to
price policies. Prior to the last State election, the
Labor Party made a lot of fuss about the ever-in-
creasing levels of prices. We are all concerned
about it, but the then Opposition said that, when
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it became the Government, it would do a lot to
change the situation. The member for Pilbara will
recall that one of the First things she said in this
House related to steps that had to be taken in the
Pilbara. I am sure she realises now that very little
has been done and that prices have continued to
rise at quite rapid rates.

It is now history that the prices legislation
which was rushed through this place has been a
complete failure.

Mr Tonkin: SI .5 million a month is not failure.
Mr COURT: I would like the Minister to tell

me where he gets that figure.
Mr Tonkin: We know how much petrol has

been sold and the figure is based on at least 2c a
litre saving. In many parts of the country the
saving has been Sc; in Gcraldton it is 4c.

Mr O'Connor: How much is it at Rottnest?
Mr COURT: I intend to ask a question so that

the Minister can outline where the saving comes
from.

The legislation has been a failure and it created
a lot of concern in the business community be-
cause of the power that legislation gave to the
Government. It put the prices commissioner in avery difficult position; he was thrown into the
breach, so to speak, to look at petrol prices. It
turned out to be a complete farce and shambles.

This Government has failed to attack the real
cause of price increases. It is not a simple matter
of saying the Government will bring in prices
legislation. Many reasons exist for prices of most
products, services, and charges continuing to rise
in this country. The Government must ask itself
why an inflationary price spiral is continuing
while we are in the process of a wages pause
which certainly was meant to be one of the lead-
ing attacks in attempting to control prices. Wages
have been controlled for the past six months, and
I believe that in 1983, as a whole, wage levels
have been brought under control. However, prices
keep rising. Without doubt, some sort of wage
control was neccessary, but the sad part is it has
not resulted in prices being brought down, let
alone stabilised.

Mrs Buchanan: You are saying it has not
worked.

Mr COURT: I am saying that what the
Government said it would do about prices has not
worked.

Mrs Buchanan: What you did has not worked.
Mr COURT: What the member's Government

is doing has not worked.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: You said the wages pause was
a failure.

Mr COURT: The big problem we are facing in
the current economic climate is that Governments
will not bite the bullet on their spending pro-
grammes. This is one of the major reasons prices
are continuing to rise at the current rate-it is
one reason; [ do not want to say one single issue is
causing prices to go up.

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Now tell us where you would
cut back.

Mr COURT: Labor Party thinking is that it
can keep expanding fiscal deficits and easing out
the money supply. The member for Kalgoorlie
will be familiar with this; it is the Federal
Government's thinking at present to keep increas-
ing the deficit and at the same time increasing the
money supply. The proposed $8.5 billion deficit
which the Federal Government apparently will
bring down next week will do nothing to help the
prices and inflationary problems. It will put a lot
of pressure on interest rates, and as members op-
posite know, that is one of the reasons the in-
flationary spiral is continuing.

Governments have failed to react to the re-
cession. I would have to admit that both sides of
the political fence have been at fault in that re-
spect. They have carried on their activities as
though a recession were not taking place. They
have been able to do this because they have a
monopoly in many areas where services and the
like are provided. This is well exemplified by the
answer to a question we asked the other day about
the SEC. We wanted to know how it went about
setting its new charges. The answer said the SEC
had said it needed X number of dollars to run the
operation next year and it had put up charges ac-
cordingly to cover the increase. Little was done to
bring down the costs of running the operation.
The Government accepted what it was told and
the charges were set accordingly.

When times are tough, Governments must do
something about the situation. Members on the
other side like accusing me and others of our par-
ticular breed of economics of being Keynesians or
monetarists. They arc using single words to de-
scribe what is a very complex issue.

Mr Wilson: Are there any Keynesians over
there?

Mr Old: No, we are all Anglicans.
Mr Wilson: I hope not.
Mr COURT: The Government cannot bring in

prices legislation and expect prices to begin de-
clining or even to stabilise. Many things have to
be done, and State and Federal Governments
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have to face up to some of them. They have to
admit their little flirt with prices legislation is a
complete and utter farce. Let us compare our
situation with that of other countries. In the US
and the UK economies, inflation levels are about
three to four per cent. Admittedly, unemployment
is still high in those countries-I think around I I
per cent in the US. In Australia we have high in-
flation, in excess of I0 per cent, and unacceptably
high unemployment. We have a level of unem-
ployment similar to that of the US and the UK
and a high level of inflation; they have high un-
employment, but a low level of inflation.

Members may ask what is the difference be-
tween their situation and ours. The big difference
is they have positioned their economies to recover;
their economies are starting to recover. They have
been able to bring inflation down largely by very
tight control over their money supply. The Minis-
ter for Housing will say that is a monetarist-type
policy, but the countries to which I referred have
not applied a monetarist policy, because, at the
same time as they have kept tight control on
money supply, they have run large fiscal deficits
to assist in handling the social problems related to
unemployment. Those countries have stabilised
their prices and the level of unemployment. In the
United States and United Kingdom consumer
confidence is returning.

Mr Wilson: They have stabilised unemploy-
ment in the United Kingdom?

Mr COURT: Yes, and they have stabilised in-
flation-it is down to three to four per cent.

Mr Wilson: Unemployment in the United King-
dom?

Mr COURT: It is this attitude which has come
back into the economy.

Mr Davies: More than an attitude!
Mr COURT: Consumer confidence is an atti-

tude-i guess it is a frame of mind. The recovery
in the United States and the United Kingdom is
consumer led. We are talking about a serious
matter here; we are trying to keep our price levels
down so that confidence will return to the con-
sumers. If this country is to recover, we want in-
flation under control.

When we were in Government we introduced
the wage pause and that was one step in the right
direction. Governments must now rethink their
expenditure plans and allow the private sector to
do more of thc work in which Governments seem
to be getting involved. Governments must keep
their charges down. This Government has put up
the charges for all its services, and that is just not
right.

Mr L. F. Taylor: The Court Government did
that too, you know.

Mr COURT: One minute the Government is
talking about controlling prices, and in the same
breath it is putting up its own charges at a rate
well above the level of inflation.

As I said earlier, consumer confidence is one of
the keys to recovery. We will not have consumer
confidence until prices come down and the level of
unemployment stabilises. We must also keep our
competitive position-we must ensure that indus-
try is competitive. The prices legislation which
was introduced this year was really only a
bandaid treatment, and certainly it was a bandaid
that did not stick in the existing economic circum-
stances. I think all members on the other side
would agree that we must try not only to achieve
price stability, but also to reduce the inflation
level to the three to four per cent which these
Other countries are experiencing. To do this, many
steps have to be taken. The Government must set
the first example. It must move away from the 10
per cent mentality of which we have heard so
much. It has spoken already about a four per cent
rise in wages next quarter. This Government does
not really have a 10 per cent mentality-it is
more like a 15 per cent mentality.

The union movement must realise that wages
have to be at realistic levels. It would not be
realistic to return to full wage indexation next
year while inflation is still in double digit figures.
The State Government will have to get its wages
policy sorted out. It is ridiculous that we should
debate in the Parliament a proposed salary cut of
10 per cent at the same time that the Government
is supporting a four per cent increase from I
September and another four per cent increase in
the next quarter.

Mr Rushton: It shows the sham of what the
Government is doing.

Mr COURT: f want to outline the many ways
in which prices can be kept under control. We
must ensure that there is a great deal of compe-
tition in the workplace. The member for Pilbara
must be aware of some of the problems of
businesses in the Pilbara region and she should
ensure that competition within the business com-
munity of the Pilbara does not decrease. Many of
the businesses are struggling at present, and, if
they go out of the system, it will make it easier for
the remaining businesses to put up prices.

We must introduce competition into other
areas. Telecom is a high technology industry, and
it should be bringing down prices as it introduces
new technology. The same applies in relation to
other Government services. The introduction of a
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single insurer for workers' compensation will es-
tablish a monopoly for the Government.

The move by this Government to get rid of con-
tract cleaners in different areas of the Public Ser-
vice will increase prices. In respect of transport
deregulation, the Government must fight the pro-
tection policies which the Federal Government
seems so keen to continue and expand. These pro-
tection policies are increasing the prices of goods
throughout the community. The greatest example
of that is the Government's decision in regard to
Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd.-surely one of
the largest sheltered workshops in the world. The
Federal Government has just announced a plan to
support the steel industry. A great deal of money
is involved, but we have not heard a murmur
about that from the other side. That money could
have been better spent on some newer types of in-
dustry rather than on propping up a large estab-
lished company like BHP which should be able to
run its own business by this time.

We must put more competition into areas such
as the airlines. Last night we discussed the effect
of the withholding tax on price levels. I think
members would all agree that, particularly in the
short term, the effect of the withholding tax will
be that the people concerned will be forced to put
up prices.

It is too simple for the Government to say to
the public, "We will go out there and reduce
prices by bringing in this prices legislation".- It is
not a simple matter like that. Prices must be at-
tacked from a number of different angles, the
State Government can do so much and the Feder-
al Government can do so much, but the sooner
they step back and stop kidding the public along,
the sooner the public will be aware that the ac-
tions they have taken are worsening the situation.
It is crucial to our economic recovery that we get
inflation down to three to four per cent. Unem-
ployment must level out, and perhaps that will re-
quire considerable changes to the wages policy.
When prices come down and unemployment levels
out, consumer confidence will return to this
country. It will not return while the inflation rate
stays as high as it is.

The Federal Government has announced that it
will launch a new tripartite committee later this
month. We have been through advisers, inquiries,
and the like, and now we are into tripartite com-
mittees. This committee is to monitor the prices
and income accord with the ACTU. It is quite a
large committee being set up, but 'it is just
another lame duck, another waste of time. Unless
the State and Federal Governments face up to the
real reasons that we are not bringing inflation
under control, they are wasting their time. Many

difficult decisions have to be made, but if they are
not made, economic recovery will not come to this
country.

I support the amendment.
MR TRETHOWAN (East Melville) [12.39

p.m.]: One of the things that intcrests me at the
present time is that the current State Government
appears to be a Government with a high level of
internal conflict. That conflict relates to the
irreconcilability of its public rhetoric and its basic
ideology, both before the election, when it was the
Opposition, and after the election, since which
time it has become the Government. ALP mem-
bers who are now Ministers and cover a large sec-
tion of the responsibilities of government, have
made statements that are very similar to, in fact
almost carbon copies of, the kind of statements
and actions previous Liberal Governments had
taken-statements which support the private en-
terprise sector, support freedom, and support the
need for growth and development in the State.

At the same time, with the political pragma-
tism which the Government knows is the only ac-
ceptable basic course for the Government to take
with the electorate of Western Australia, mem-
bers opposite have an underlying conflict with
their basic ideology of socialism, which is the
mother's milk of the Labor movement. That ideol-
ogy leads to control and regulation as the only
means of correcting problems within the com-
munity and within any market.

One of the examples of this conflict is the
prices legislation which was passed earlier this
year. It contained provisions to control prices-a
classic socialist ploy. Interfere with the market,
and it will all be all right! In almost every circum-
stance in which that sort of intervention has been
practised, it has produced an anomalous situation.
It has produced problems which, in many cases,
have outweighed the original problems sought to
be redressed.

It seems to me that it is only in cases of dire
emergency that any form of prices control is es-
sentially justified, because it is only in dire emerg-
encies, when the options are pretty grim which-
ever way one goes, that one can justify the effect
that flows inevitably from the imposition of con-
trols on prices. The controlling of prices, in the
long term, always reduces the supply of goods and
raises the need for rationing. Once the market
mechanism has been set aside one can justify the
imposition of price controls. The only circum-
stance in which this can be justified is where such
calamitous occurrences have taken place as to
lead to a shortage of goods, such as in a natural
disaster or in a time of war;, it is only under those
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extreme circumstances that rationing inevitably
will become necessary to ensure the allocation of
goods to the areas of immediate need.

The inevitable by-product of controlling prices
is rationing: and once rationing is introduced, be-
cause of human nature, one sees the development
of a black market.

Mr Pearce: Is petrol rationed now in Western
Australia?

Mr TRETH-OWAN: No. What the Govern-
ment has claimed concerning the imposition of
the prices control legislation on petrol is that it
has saved Western Australian motorists money;
but at the same time, we have seen a reduction in
the world price of crude oil. I would have thought
it was that market mechanism-the reduction in
the price of world crude-that was the most
significant factor in stabilising jhe increases in
petrol prices, not only in this country and in this
State, but also throughout the world.

I suggest to the Minister for Education that he
look at the way in which petrol prices have be-
haved in other countries over the period during
which the prices legislation has been in force here.
He will find that the world price of crude has
been the most significant determining factor in
the stabilisation of petrol prices.

Mr Pearce: T hat is a remarkably splendid
statement. Obviously, if there is no control, the
market force will be the most significant factor.

Mr TRETIIOWAN: Where there is control,
the control will be the most significant factor. Our
prices control is working significantly against
market forces.

When rationing is introduced, one finds that a
black market develops because people are pre-
pared to pay more to obtain a commodity that is
not supplied at the current price.

Mr Pearce: I understand why the member for
Floreat is talking about what happened after the
war, because he was around then;, but it is a little
less understandable in your case.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I was around after the
war.

Mr Pearce: Rut not around enough to know
what was happening with regard to rationing.

Mr TRETHOWAN: Certainly I can recall
having ration coupons associated with butter.: I
can recall my parents talking about the situation
that was created by Labor Governments in terms
of restrictions on prices, and how this was affect-
ing the supply of materials.

Mr Old: Most inefficient.

Mr TRETHOWAN: In fact, that was one of
the classic examples of the way in which prices
control has proved to have a dampening effect on
the rate of growth of the economy.

Once we had a Federal Liberal Government in
Canberra, the operations of the market place be-
came freer and Australia took off on 21 years of
the best growth it had ever seen. That was not
under prices control and not under the factors
which Labor Governments hold dear to their
hearts; it was under a situation in which the mar-
ket had full effect.

Mr Pearce: You obviously did not study history
for your university degree; or if you did, you did
not learn a lot.

Mr Old: What he said is quite right.
Mr TRETHOWAN: I did not study history; I

studied economics.
One of the things I know about prices control is

that the economics of the marketplace, in the long
term, always determine the result. In fact, eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union have economies in
which prices are set under the kind of doctrine
basic to a socialist mode of thinking-regulation.
What does one find in those situations?

One finds a Scarcity of goods in the shops.
Almost every commodity that one would wish to
buy has times of distinct scarcity in the shops. It
is not like that in Western Australia. the United
Kingdom, the United States, or any country
which practices a market economy where one can
walk into the shops and buy the goods if one has
the money to buy them. It is not a fact that the
goods are there because the price is regulated.

We find a thriving black market in eastern
Europe and Soviet Russia in relation to consumer
goods. Apparently that is of considerable concern
to the Governments of those countries because,
often, they have to impose legal sanctions. They
have to check on the people who operate the black
market; and continually they prosecute them for
economic crimes against the State. That is the ef-
fect of the long-term control of prices on goods in
economies which are not regulated by market
forces. That is precisely the outcome produced.

Another fact is that in the eastern European
countries I mentioned, advertising is restricted to
an absolute minimum, In socialist countries, there
is no advertising as we know it. The result is that
the people do not know that the goods are
available. In many cases, if one talks to people
who have been to the Soviet Union one finds that
the only way in which the population knows what
is in the shops at any time is by word of mouth
because, as I say, the supply of goods fluctuates.
New stocks come in at irregular times.
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I suspect that in this debate we have an ideo-
logical concept; and I suspect that underlying
much of the attitude of this Government is the de-
sire to restrict the way advertising is practised in
our community. It is the State's desire to regulate
advertising in the way that the prices control
legislation would indicate.

In the near future, the Government's desire to
restrict advertising may become evident in re-
lation to at least one product, if the Government
decides to bring forward its legislation to control
the advertising of cigarettes. If the Government
does that, what other products will then be
brought under the hammer for consideration of
whether advertising should be restricted in re-
lation to them?

Restriction of advertising is one of the prime
ways to interfere with the ability of consumers to
make informed choices in the marketplace. The
making of informed choices is the best way to
regulate prices, because if someone is charging
too much, people will then go to someone else who
does not charge as much. The fact is that is the
most efficient means to ensure that people get
products at the lowest prices.

Mr Pearce: What if there is a cartel arrange-
ment which happens in the petrol industry?

Mr TRETHOWAN: I agree it is necessary to
look closely at the areas where there is
insufficient competition in the marketplace.

Mr Pearce: Like petrol.
Mr TRETHOWAN: However, before the

Government introduced its prices control legis-
lation, we had more variety in the prices charged
for petrol at retail outlets.

Mr Pearce: From high to very high!
Mr TRETHOWAN: I shall explain that, be-

cause a very good reason exists for it. Once one
introduces a maximum price, that maximum price
becomes the price which is charged and it is
inverse to what would normally have been ex-
pected. The reason for that is human reaction. If
one sets a maximum price, even though, in order
to compete, one can charge a lower price, one is
most likely to charge the maximum price, because
one never knows when that maximum price will
be increased. One looks at the situation of one's
own business viability and one decides to charge
the maximum now to ensure that one makes as
much profit as one can, because one never knows
when the cost push will start causing real prob-
lems in relation to one's ability to be viable if no
price increase occurs.

In almost every case where a maximum price is
introduced, that maximum price tends to become

the norm. Fewer people are prepared to take the
risk to try to get a higher volume of sales by
charging less. The maximum price becomes the
norm and, in many cases, the consumer pays more
and a higher level of profit is made in the indus-
try. Certainly that is the case in the short term.

As I have said, it seems to me this Government
has a considerable amount of internal tension at
the present time between its public image which
attempts to indicate it is pro the free market, pri-
vate enterprise, and development, and its underly-
ing desire to control and regulate at every turn. In
fact, these contradictions can be found even
within the promises which were made by the then
Opposition, the now Government, at the last State
election.

I suspect the reason we are seeing so many in-
quiries is that they are the only way in which this
Government believes it can resolve that tension.
When someone has that sort of internal conflict
between what he thinks people want him to do
and what he feels he would really like to do, there
is a tendency towards inaction and the easiest way
to get himself off the hook is to get someone else
to make the decision and then be able to say, "I
did not make the decision; they did".

If the Government has behind it people who ex-
pect it to act in a socialistic way, as have past
Labor Governments, and if the Government has
behind it the people who voted for it because they
expected it would not act in the same manner as
did Labor Governments in the past-they ex-
pected the Government to act along the lines it
outlined prior to the election with an emphasis on
the development of this State and the fostering of
private enterprise and a market economy-the
Government has a conflict. It is unavoidable that
one of those groups will be disappointed and one
way in which the Government can get itself off
the political hook is to appoint inquiries. That is
why we have seen the appointment of inquiry
after inquiry; the Government is currently hung
on a number of political hooks which it is trying
to get itself off.

The introduction of the prices control legis-
lation this year proves the point I am making. A
great deal of noise was made about regulation,
but nothing has been done about the issues people
thought the Government should put right. The
Government has been virtually inoperative in this
area and I suspect that that is the case in respect
of most of the other promises made by the
Government and the charades it is now in the pro-
cess of going through. That will be the case also
in respect of the results of the inquiry the Govern-
ment has set up to get itself off the political hook,
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because it does not have the driving force of a
thoroughly held conviction in its own ideology.

The Government knows that, were it to
introduce legislation and operate as a Government
based on its real ideology, that would be unac-
ceptable to the majority of people in Western
Australia. Therefore, the Government must tread
this line-this precarious course-between public
pragmatism and personal ideology. The Govern-
ment will Fall flat on its face doing that, because
the end result, in many cases, will be the making
of incorrect decisions or the failure to make de-
cisions in time in order to Correct the real prob-
lems which are concerning people at the moment.

As I said, the promises the Government made
about prices control, the introduction of that Bill
and its operation since that time, substantiate
clearly the argument I have put forward today.

I have much pleasure in supporting the amend-
ment moved by the member for Kalamunda.

Sitting suspended from 12.55 to02. 15 p.m.
MR MacI(INNON (Murdoch) t2.15 p.m.]: I

rise to support the amendment moved so ably by
the member for Kalamunda. I will address my re-
marks to two specific parts of that amendment.
The first is the part that reads-

.. . they would implement widespread price
control, have not honoured that commit-
ment ...

That refers of course to the Australian Labor
Party-this Government. The second part is the
paragraph that says-

Price control is injurious to the private en-
terprise system which has served this State
and nation well.

Hear, hear! I ask members to recall the commit-
ments made by the ALP prior to the ele-
tion-they were many. The member for
Kalamunda covered the areas of commitment ex-
tremely well. I will merely read to members a
brief extract from the Premier's policy speech for
the 1983 election in which he talked about prices
and price controls. He had this to say-

Labor will recall Parliament to protect
families from excessive price hikes and make
the wage freeze fairer to everyone. And we'll
begin work at once on the only sensible ap-
proach to wage and price stability-a prices
and incomes policy related to productivity.

That statement has proved to be terribly empty,
one in which many people in this State would
have perhaps placed much faith, but whose faith
has been absolutely destroyed. It is clear that the
policy on prices and incomes, the prices control
policy, was an act of deception by this Govern-

ment perpetrated on our community. Similar acts
of deception have become the hallmark of this
Government. We have already exampled this de-
ception in previous debate. Last night it was
clearly shown that the Public Service salary cuts
were nothing but a facade to hide the vicious in-
creases imposed by this Government on our com-
munity. The electoral reform that the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform has talked
about, reform to lower the number of members in
the Legislative Council, is merely a smokescreen
to gain public support, he hopes, for the balance
of his attack on our electoral system. The tobacco
tax is said by the Government to be in the
interests of reducing cigarette consumption, but in
reality it is an endeavour to raise more
taxation-Government income to finance ad-
visers, games with trains, wage extravagances,
and the like.

The Opposition says, as the amendment indi-
cates, that the policy of widespread prices control
was not implemented, but can that claim be
justi fied?

Mr Hodge: It wasn't even promised.
Mr MacKINNON: I will remind the Minister

of the statement made-
Labor will recall Parliament to protect

families from excessive price hikes and make
the wage freeze fairer to everyone.

Iwill comment firstly on the remark about ex-
cessive price hikes. I refer members to the Daily
News of 14 March in which appeared an article
by Mario D'Orazio indicating the point to which I
have referred in relation to the Labor Party's
price controls. The headline is -Price curbs on
way". The statement is attributed to the now
Leader of the House and is as follows-

Consumers have flooded the bureau and
the Labor Party with complaints about ex-
cessive prices since the wages freeze was
introduced in December.

Mr Tonkin said that the much-needed
legislation would prevent unscrupulous
dealers from taking advantage of consumers.

All the previous government did was mnoni-
tor prices, not do anything about them.

The Leader of this House used inflammatory
statements, as reported on 14 March. When the
Parliament resumed 10 days later to debate that
legislation, I put to this Minister a few questions
about the so-called excessive prices and the flood-
ing of the bureau and the Labor Party with com-
plaints. Part (I) of question 27 asked-

How many complaints have been re-
ceived ...
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The answer was-
Up to 21 March 1983 the bureau has re-
ceived-
(a) 214 telephone complaints-,
(b) 30 Written complaints;
(c) 54 complaints referred by the Daily

News.
The next part of my question was-

What was the general outcome of these cam-
plais?

The answer was-
Outside the jurisdiction o

Salaries and Wages Freez4
Investigations not considerec

ranted by the prices moni
unit of the bureau

Prices justified by vendors or
pliers

Inquiries continuing

f the
eAct

We have a Premier and a Minister proposing
and claiming that massive excessive price in-
creases have occurred in light of the wages freeze,
yet the admissions in answers to questions I have
asked in this Parliament of the same Minister, re-
veal that the CPI figures in an authoritative
journal indicate that the situation was nothing
like that proposed by this Minister.

Mr O'Connor: What period was that for?

Mr MacKINNON: It was for the year ended
March 1983. Western Australia had a percentage
of 10.1 per cent while the other States had 11.4
per Cent.

Iwar- I now refer to the tremendous action that this
toting Government took in relation to the excessive price

125 hikes. The key point of the legislation introduced
sup- by the Government was its monitoring role. It was

105 to effectively monitor prices throughout the State
41 and hence take the necessary action. On 17

- February the Premier, in the last few hours before
Total 298 the election, was reported in the Press under the

Out of 298 so-called consumer complaints flood-
ing the bureau, and 298 can hardly be regarded as
a flood, not one complaint-zero-was able to be
justified.

Surely members would have also thought that
any person with any sincerity who set up the
prices monitoring unit prior to the election would
refer the complaints to this committee. Did the
prices watch established by the previous Leader of
the Opposition refer any complaints to the com-
mittee either prior to or after 19 February? The
answer is, "No". Nothing had been done and
nothing was done.

This Minister, who is the Leader of the House
and the Minister for Consumer Affairs, had the
gall to have published in the Daily News inflam-
matory statements concerning excessive prices.
However, he has not been able to bring to this
House an example of -an excessive price rise. One
would have thought, as a result of the use of rhet-
oric in the promises made by the ALP to protect
families against an excessive price hike, that this
State was experiencing an horrendous rise in in-
flation. I now quote from page 27 of the Econ-
omic Activity of July 1983 as follows-

-Perth, with a March quarter 1983 increase
of 1.6% experienced the smallest increase of
the major cities and held the annual inflation
rate to 10.1% considerably better than the
average of the major cities of 11 .4%.

Mr Tonkin: When was that?
Mr MacKINNON: That was for the 12

months ended March 1983 which was virtually
the end of our period in Government.

heading "Burke: Price Monitor 'Sham' " as fol-
lows--

The Leader of the Opposition, Mr Burke,
yesterday accused the Government of
breaching its new prices-monitoring legis-
lation.

He said Labor inquiries had revealed that
the Government's prices- monitoring com-
mittee did not have the staff to continuously
monitor prices as required by the law.

Again this Premier is condemned by his own
answers to questions in this Parliament. I refer
members to page 289 of Hlansard and to question
98 in which I asked the Premier about the staffing
levels of the office of the prices commissioner. He
replied that three officers were now seconded plus
one typist. I ask the Premier now whether that
was a significant increase to the staff previously
in that office. No answer-but the answer is
clearly, "No".

in the second part of that question, I asked the
Premier what was the estimated cost of running
this office for the financial years ending 30 June
1983 and 30 June 1984. He replied as follows-

Legislation will cease to be operative
December 1983 unless otherwise determined
by Parliament. Cost for part years will be ap-
proximtely $67 000.

This is what the leader of the Government, the
Leader of the House's own Premier, indicated two
days before the election-that there were
insufficient staff to effectively monitor prices.
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In answer to anothe r question, the Premier said
that the department could monitor prices quite ef-
fectively.

Another aspect to which I refer is the fact that
the prices monitoring committee was set up to
look at specific products and make recommen-
dations to the Parliament. The member for
Floreat has already commented on this and in
answer to his question to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs, he received the following reply-

Apart from the appointment of 4 members
of a Prices Advisory Committee in March
1983 to inquire into the retail petrol industry
in this State, no other Prices Advisory Com-
mittees are contemplated at this stage.

Neither the prices and incomes policy, loudly
lauded by this Government prior to and since the
election based on wages and increases based on
productivity, have been addressed by this Govern-
ment. Hence, our support should be forthcoming
to that part of the motion that indicates this
Government is not honouring an assurance to the
community that it would monitor widespread
price control. If that is the case, what has been
the effect of the Government's imposition of price
control? This Minister says that the fact we have
this legislation has had a great effect on the
people and somehow or other they think it will
keep prices down. We have shown previously that
it has not been successful as it has had no effect.
Of course, the answer to the question is that there
has been no effect.

The member for Kalamunda referred to an
article by Janet Wainwright which appeared in
The West Australian of 9 July. This was an excel-
lent article, and I would like to refer to a couple
of parts of it. It states-

Retailers admit that grocery prices are
continuing to rocket and since March a
number of items have risen by as much as 10
per cent.

That is the impact this legislation is having on the
cornmu nity.

Mr O'Connor: Since when was that increase?
Mr MacKINNON: Since March.
Mr O'Connor: That is 10 per cent.
Mr MacICINNON: I think this next part of the

article was referred to by the member for
Kalamunda, but it is worth repeating to the
Leader of the House who appears to be a bit of a
slow learner. It states-

Fierce competition among Perth's over-
supply of supermarkets makes pruning of
profits sel f-regulatory.

Mr Tonkin admitted that increased State
Government charges For water, electricity
and transport would increase retailers'
costs-and therefore shoppers' costs-even
further.

That would have to be self-condemnation. If we
look at the Government charges we see that the
greatest imposition this community has faced in
recent times, the most excessive price hikes we are
experiencing, are those imposed by this self-same
Government which was complaining prior to the
election that businesses were imposing excessive
price hikes. We have shown that statement to be a
complete sham-a Figment of the Minister's im-
agination. What is not a figment of the imagin-
ation is the high charges that people are having to
bear as a result of the decisions of this Govern-
menit.

Hospital charges have increased by 25 per cent,
and as a consequence, hospital benefit rates have
increased by 25 per cent. My electors and your
electors, Mr Speaker, are facing a 25 per cent in-
crease in their hospital beniefit rates. Is that an ex-
cessive price hike? Has that matter been referred
to the prices commissioner? Of course it has not.
This is a Government of hypocrites.

Gas charges have been increased by between 15
and 117 per cent. Would members call an in-
crease of 117 per cent an excessive price hike? I
certainly would. No reference was made to the
prices commissioner about this increase and we
have not heard a word from the Ministr-just
stoney silence.

The cost of electricity has gone up IS per cent
and the price of cigarettes has increased by 36 per
cent. The Minister has the gall to sit over there
and brag about the saving in the price of petrol.
He has increased the State levy on petrol by 13.5
per cent. He took that action himself and then he
brags that he has saved the consumers' money!
What a hypocrite! As I said before, this Govern-
ment stands condemned by its own actions.

I would like to refer again to the Economic Ac-
tivity of July 1983 to show this Minister and the
Premier the impact that the prices control legis-
lation has had on the business community. I will
give figures from the survey of opinion of business
trends of the June quarter 1983. Under the head-
ing, "Costs faced by businesses in the corn-
munity"-and it is talking about prices-

Mr O'Connor: In the last quarter?
Mr MacKINNON: That is the June quarter,

and it says that 68 per Cent thought the prices
would be about the same and 18 per cent thought
they would be increased.
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What do the businessmen expect in the next
quarter? This is the period after this Government
came into power and started to influence the
thinking of ihe community. In this next quarter
the percentage of people who think prices will re-
main about the same dropped from 68 per cent to
51 per cent, and 31 per cent of the ptople now
think that prices will rise. That 31 per cent were
dead right. As I have just indicated, prices have
risen because of the large impost by way of
Government charges.

I conclude my remarks by quoting from the edi-
torial in today's edition of The Australian. In my
view, the Government should look closely at this
editorial, and I hope the Prime Minister will also.
Part of it reads as fol lows-

Higher taxes and wage indexation will
squeeze business profits because demand will
be lower, while wage costs will be higher. In-
stead, the Government should be doing
everything to see the private sector is pulled
up off the floor. Only business can create
permanent jobs which will create additional
wealth.

The business sector is the only sector of the com-
munity which can create wealth. We are the party
which supports the creation of wealth, not its
redistribution, and not an attack on the sector
which creates this wealth. This Government is so
fond of attacking that sector.

I urge members to support this good amend-
ment to the Add ress-in- Reply.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.35 p.m.]: 1 rise to support the
amendment moved by the member for
Kalamunda to the Address-in-Reply. I do so be-
cause it brings forward again to this Parliament,
to the media, and to the public of this State, some
of the false promises made by the Government
and members of the Government. Part of the
amendment reads as follows-

But we regret to inform Your Excellency
that your Government after telling the com-
munity, prior to the last State Election, that
they would implement widespread price con-
trol, have not honoured that commitment,
and that as it is clear that effective price con-
trol cannot be implemented-

When one realises the false promises made by this
Government prior to the election and the farcical
two-day sitting organised and controlled by the
member for Morley-Swan-the present Minister
for Consumer Affairs--one realises, just how
much of a confidence trick has been pulled on the
people of this State.

Prior to the election, we on this side of the
House made it very clear that there is no effective
way to implement prices control in this State. We
advised the then Opposition, the present Govern-
ment, that while prices control sounded very good
to many people, about 85 per cent of the com-
niodities used in this State were imported from
the Eastern States or overseas, and that therefore
we had no control of the matter. Despite that,
during the two-day sitting, the member for
Pilbara stood up and espoused in this House the
tremendous effect the legislation would have in
the State, and in particular in her area. I hope she
will stand up now to say how false those state-
ments were, because the reverse has occurred.

The member for Murdoch, in his speech just a
few moments ago, referred to some statements
about the CPI, in this State. Prior to March, the
CPI had risen at a lesser rate here than it had in
the other States of Australia. It rose at approxi-
mately 10.1 per cent as against 11.4 per cent in
the Eastern States. We are now seeing the re-
verse.

I forecast to members of this House and to
other people that while we had the lowest increase
in the CPI for the 12 months to March of this
year, in the 12 months to March of next year, we

wIll] find the situation reversed.

The member for Pilbara claimed that the legis-
lation would have a beneficial effect in her area,
but the reverse has happened. I hope she will
admit to this House and to the people in her elec-
torate that the public have been misled and that
prices have not been held down because of the
legislation. The Government has neglected to pur-
sue the areas it claimed it would pursue before the
election. It has neglected to be honest with the
people of the State and it has neglected to take ef-
fective action to implement policies.

Obviously the people most affected by price
rises are those who live furthest from the metro-
politan area. We warned that the action taken by
the Government with the farcical two-day sitting,
despite all the rhetoric by Government members
at the time, would be ineffective. We have been
proven to be right and no member in this House
can say that the action taken by the Government
has helped the housewives in the community.

This Government appealed to housewives, be-
cause it claimed it would help them by reducing
the cost of commodities they cook home in their
shopping baskets to feed their families. I ask
members: What has happened? According to the
statistics quoted here today, since March the
prices of commodities sold at various centres have
increased by up to 10 per cent. There we have in a
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fraction of a year a 10 per cent increase in the
prices of commodities which all householders re-
quire.

Thai shows how ineffective the Government's
prices control legislation has been and it indicates
the raise claims made by a number of Govern-
ment mcmbcrs who said this legislation would be
of tremendous benefit to the people in their elec-
torates.

I turn now to fuel prices. The situation in re-
spect of fuel, which was the first of only two com-
modities declared under this legislation, has been
farcical. Prior to the election, the price of fuel in
the metropolitan area was 41.8c a litre. Despite
the fact that the Minister ror Consumer Arfairs
stated there would a reduction of 3c per litre in
the price of fuel, today it is 44.2c a litre. Thai is
the case detpite the ract also that the price of ruel
overseas has dropped by $5 per drum.

Mr Carr: Or course, the picture in the country
is very different.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am talking about the situ-
ation in Western Australia. If the price of fuel in
country centres had reduced as it should have,
bearing in mind the drop in fuel prices overseas,
people there would be paying much less today.

Mr Tonkin: There has not been a drop in the
price at which it is sold in Australia. Seventy per
cent of our fuel comes from Australia anyway.

Mr O'CONNOR: There has been a substantial
drop in the price of fuel overseas.

Mr Tonkin: But we do not get it rrom overseas.
Mr O'CONNOR: The Minister should not be

stupid; he might look stupid, but he should not be-
have stupidly.

Mr Tonkin: We get 70 per cent or our fuel from
Bass Strait.

Mr Peter Jones: Not in this State.
Mr O'CONNOR: Do we get 30 per cent or our

fuel from overseas?
Mr Tonkin: Of the crude, but not of petroleum.
Mr O'CONNOR: The Minister just said none

of our fuel comes from overseas. He does not
know what he is talking about.

Mr Tonkin: 1 am saying-
Mr O'CONNOR: I shall address you, Sir, be-

cause the Minister is on the wrong beat again. He
does not know what he is talking about.

Mr Tonkin: The majority comes from Aus-
tralia.

Mr O'CONNOR: What is the price of fuel in
Australia compared with the price overseas? The
Minister does not want to refer to that.

Mr Tonkin: You can compare it with anything
you like.

Mr O'CONNOR: Why do not we compare the
price of rue! in Australia with the price overseas?

Mr Tonkin: In that case we are a lot cheaper.

Mr O'CONNOR: Good heavens, are we ever!
A substantial drop has occurred in the price of
fuel overseas. In March-April this year I was in
Singapore and Malaysia and a drop in fuel prices
had occurred to the extent of 7c, 8c, and 10c a
litre.

Mr Tonkin: That is right, because OPEC prices
went down.

Mr O'CON NOR: That occurred because of the
drop in the price of fuel overseas.

Mr Tonkin: That is right; 90 per cent of our
petrol comes from Australia.

Mr O'CONNOR: Since this Government has
been in orfice, we have seen an increase in the
price of fuel in the Metropolitan area in this State.

Mr Tonikin: It is still cheaper than it was when
we became the Government.

Mr O'CONNOR: It is not.

Mr Tonkin: It is.

Mr O'CONNOR: It is not.

Mr Peter Jones: That is untrue.

Mr Tonkin: It is not untrue. When did we be-
come the Government?

Mr O'CONNOR: The Minister is totally un-
truthful, because the price of fuel-

Mr Tonkin: When did we become the Govern-
ment?

Mr O'CONNOR: -in February, when we
were in Government, was 41.8c a litre in the
metropolitan area.

Mr Tonkin: And what happened on Monday,
21 February? It went up to approximately 44c a
litre.

Mr Blaikie: You were the Government!

Mr Tonkin: We were not the Government until
25 or 26 February.

Mr O'CONNOR: I understand why the Minis-
ter is concerned;, he must now admit to the public
that he was untruthful.

Mr Tonkin: I don't have to admit anything of
the kind.

Mr O'CONNOR: I have not yet been able to
get the message across that in February, when we
were in Government, the price of fuel in the
metropolitan area was 41 S.c a litre.
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Mr Tonkini: And when you left Government it
was a lot more, wasn't it? You left Government
on 25 February.

Mr O'CONNOR: Today the price of fuel is
44.2c a litre. Despite the fact that the Minister
and his Government said they would reduce the
price of fuel by 3c a litre and despite the fact that
they have not taken into account the drop in fuel
prices overseas, the price of fuel has increased
here.

Mr Tonkin: We don't get most of our stuff
overseas, so what does that have to do with it?

Mr O'CONNOR: I can understand this is a
touchy subject for the Government, because it has
broken yet another promise. However, people do
not now take any notice of the Government's
broken promises, because they happen every day.
Indeed, it would be news in this State were the
Government to keep a promise; that would be un-
usual.

I repeat again that inflation in this State was
lower than that in any other State in Australia
when we were in Government. A substantial in-
crease in prices has occurred since this Govern-
ment took office and it has been largely respon-
sible for that situation. I say that, because the
Government has abused the system and has been
responsible for many of the increases in prices
which have occurred in Western Australia.

Let us look at the action the Government of
this State has taken since March. State taxes and
charges for the average family have increased by
$12.50 per week per household. That action has
been taken by a Government which talks about
restraining charges and looking after the little
man; and yet now it has kicked him in the tail and
the head. This Government has said people should
keep prices down, but it has been largely respon-
sible for those increases in prices.

I repeat: Since March of this year, State taxes
and charges in Western Australia have increased
by $ 12.50 per week per household.

Mr Williams: That is funny. The figure 1 have
is $14.50.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am being very conservative
in my figures. The member for Clontarf might be
nearer to the mark. He might have taken into ac-
count the increase in the tobacco tax which will
cost each smoker $2.10 a week.

Mr Williams: That makes it worse, because I
did not have that.

Mr O'CONNOR: The Keating mini-Budget
added $14 per week to the outgoings of the
average household. I have been conservative in my

figures, because the Government is critical if we
are one cent out.
I bate to think what next week's Budget will

contain. It could result in an increase in the order
of $30 or $40 in outgoings per household per
week. I say that, because this Government and the
Hawke Federal Government have declared they
are unaware of the problems which face average
families.

I shall provide a breakdown of the components
of the total increase in States taxes and charges,
which amounts to $12.50 per household per week:
Electricity and gas prices have increased by ap-
proximately 15 per cent, and, in some cases, sub-
stantially more, giving a total increase for the
average household of $2.20 per week; water
charges have increased by 16 per cent and sewer-
age charges by t t per cent, bringing the average
increase per week per householder to 80c; there
has been an increase of 33 per week in hospital
insurance charges;. bus fares have increased by 33-
1/3 per cent representing a $2 increase per week
for those affected; and State Housing Com-
mission rentals for three-bedroomed accommo-
dation have increased by 10 per cent, giving an
average increase per household of $4.50 per week.
That gives a total increase in average household
outgoings of $12.50 per week, and that figure in-
creases to $14.60 per week when we add the ef-
fects of the increased tobadeo tax.

This action has been taken by a Government
and Premier who yesterday talked about a
redistribution of wealth. The Premier indicated he
believed a redistribution of wealth should occur in
this State. I ask the Minister to refute that state-
ment, because he was here when the Premier
spoke last night.

I am a firm believer that people who work to
get on, who make an effort and do something for
this country, are entitled to a return. I do not be-
lieve in a redistribution of wealth. I believe in re-
ward for effort and I think this view is shared by
most people in Australia.

I believe in reward for effort. People should not
expect to sit on their tails and get the same re-
wards as those who work, because that will lead to
our all having an equal share of poverty. We will
all be brought down to one standard, rather than
our living standards being increased in this
country compared with those overseas. However,
we have a Premier and Government who believe
in redistribution of wealth irrespective of anything
else. They believe in such a redistribution on the
basis that individuals are precluded from trying to
improve their own standards and those of the
country.
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If this Government stays in power for long-i
do not believe it will-it will be to the detriment
of every family in this State. You, Sir, are a fam-
ily man; a man who loves his family. I am quite
sure you will agree that, if your children work
hard and try to do the right thing, they should be
rewarded for their efforts. That is the situation
which should obtain in this country; we should not
give handouts for nothing.

Mr Bertram: Near, hear!
Mr O'CONNOR: Perhaps the member for Mt.

Hawthorn should make a better effort in this re-
gard if that is his view.

This Government has made efforts in the direc-
tion of holding conferences, summit talks, and in-
quiries, and I would certainly like to know
whether the Government thinks the public of this
State are entitled to learn of the number of in-
quiries this Government has established. I am
sure the public would like to know the cost of all
this to the community. The Government has com-
menced dozens of inquiries since coming to power
at a cost I would imagine of millions of dollars to
the community.

The Government itself is not capable of as-
sessing what should occur when something comes
up: instead, it has to go to an adviser or set up an
inquiry to assess what is likely to occur. The
Deputy Premier has indicated that we have about
360 QANGOs in this State, but at the rate this
Government institutes inquiries, the current
number of QANGOs will play a very minor part
in this field. I believe these conferences, summits,
and inquiries will bring about the same result as
the rather farcical prices control measure
introduced into the community by this Govern-
ment.

The Government has been tremendously ex-
travagant with Government funds while at the
same time it has increased charges and prices.
The Minister for Consumer Affairs has spoken in
a ridiculous manner about the way thc Govern-
ment is supposed to have saved the majority of
members of this community millions of dollars on
petrol prices. In fact, fuel prices have increased by
something like 3c a litre in the metropolitan area
since this Government came to power.

Mr Tonkin: Untrue.
Mr O'CONNOR: The Minister knows it is

true.
Mr Tonkin: I know it is untrue and I will tell

you why in a minute.

Mr Court: How do you get the figure of a $1 .5
million saving?

Mr O'CONNOR: The Minister for Consumer
Affairs is paranoid; he believes what he says
irrespective of the subject at the time. The price
of fuel was about 41 .8c a litre when we left office.

Mr Tonkin: That is untrue; it went up on the
Monday to 44.9c.

Mr O'CONNOR: Now it is 44,2c a litre.
Mr Tonkin: You didn't leave Government on 19

February;, you left on 25 February.
Mr O'CONNOR: Here we have a Government

cheating the public by increasing charges substan-
tially and saying that prices will be reduced; we
have a Government now which will not answer
questions and which applies the gag in Parlia-
ment; we have a Government which will not pro-
vide figures for which it is asked; we have a
Government of secrecy and concealment. It is an
incompetent Government which legislates with ill-
prepared legislation. In many cases legislation is
introduced and the Ministers do not know what it
entails, as was the case with the legislation
introduced by the Minister for Consumer Affairs,
because we saw that he had to go out to find what
was in the legislation before he could amend it. A
similar situation applied with the Premier's legis-
lation; he had to amend it because he did not
know what was in it.

How can this State expect to do well when it
has a Government which does not understand the
finances of the State, a Government which does
not understand pricing? It is a Government
which, on almost every occasion this year that it
has put forward figures such as the extra revenue
it would receive from its tax on cigarettes and
tobacco products, has produced figures which
have been wrong. Yesterday we had a case of the
Premier again being wrong in regard to the $1 I
million to he saved from the Public Service salary
cuts. A greater figure would have been saved had
he extended by six weeks the prices freeze legis-
lation. This Government is totally incapable of
handling the State's finances;, it does not under-
stand finance or figures-if it does, it is misquot-
ing.

The amendment moved by the member for
Kalamunda is a fair one and one that should be
accepted by all members of the House who be-
lieve in justice and fairness, It has my support.

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [2.54 p-m.]: I sup-
port the amendment moved by the member for
Kalamunda. The Government's prices fixing legis-
lation is one of the most obnoxious and blatant
pieces of legislation passed by the Parliament. It
is all part of the policy of the comrade Commu-
nist-socialist-propaganda nonsense.

Several members interjected.
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Mr WILLIAMS: My colleagues have spoken
at great length and said many splendid things in
opposition to this stupidity. But look at what the
Bureau of Consumer Affairs has sent out to con-
su mers.

Mr Bertram interjected.
Mr WILLIAMS: Shut up, idiot! This was sent

out earlier this year to all service station pro-
prietors. It is supposed to be a confidential
questionnaire to be filled in at great length by
these people.

Mr Tonkin: Who sent it?

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister knows what it
is. It was sent out by the Minister's kangaroo
court crowd.

Mr Tonkin: The man appointed by the member
for South Perth to be the commissioner-Mr
Fletcher.

Mr WILLIAMS: Be quiet! It is seven pages
long and it asks for confidential information. The
information asked for really impinges on the
rights of individuals and on all that is confidential
to the individual. It asks about the proprietor's
drawings and the spouse's drawings as well as
other people's, and the hours worked by the pro-
prietor. The Government wants to know all this
information to meet its socialistic ideals and so
that it can rip offr these people.

Mr Tonkin interjected.

Mr WILLIAMS: Be quiet! The Minister is an
absolute twit and the greatest scourge this
country has ever known.

Several members interjected.
Mr WILLIAMS: The qestionnaire asks about

wholesale costs, rebates, the details of other forms
of rebates, the percentage of total gross takings,
and rebates on fuel prices. All in all, it impinges
on the rights of the individual.

Mr Court: Is it red tape?

Mr WILLIAMS: It is an impost on small
businessmen. It is seven pages of nonsense to
improve the Government's socialistic ideals and to
make it easier for the Government to take over
private enterprise. All it does is impinge on the
rights of people and place a further impost on
small businessmen by wasting their time by filling
in what is an absolute load of nonsense.

The letter covering the questionnaire indicates
that, "It is stressed that all the information will be
treated as strictly confidential". Can members
really imagine that happening with a Labor
Government? Can members really believe that
what they tell a Labor Government will be kept
confidential? The Labor Party has shown over the

years that it uses people and then dumps them.
Labor Governments spell out the names of people
and then discard them completely.

Mr Tonkin: Who sent that out?

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister's stupid Bureau
of Consumer Affairs.

Mr Tonkin: Oh, yes.

Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, the Minister's stupid
Bureau of Consumer Affairs. That is what I
reckon it is-stupid. The letter indicates that the
forms will eventually be destroyed. What a load
of nonsense; what an absolute untruth.

Mr Tonkin: Are you saying that Mr Fletcher
and his officers tell lies?

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister is the one using
the word, and I will leave it at that. Let me refer
to section 3 of the Prevention of Excessive Prices
Act, which reads-

(3) Regulations made under and for the
purpose of this Act may make provision-

(a) for the furnishing of information or
documents obtained, and the em-
ployment of officers engaged, for
the purposes of any other Act or
law;

in other words, the Government is telling blatant
untruths there, because it can use any information
in this questionnaire and give it to any depart-
ment that requests it.

Mr Tonkin: You are saying the commissioner is
telling untruths?

Mr WILLIAMS: Exactly, and I am paying a
compliment when I say "untruths". What brought
me to my feet on this matter was the information
given by the Government about the price of fuel
on Rottnest Island. I believe our leader said,
"What about the price of petrol at Rottnest'P'
One would not expect the Government to act in
this way. It is more like a comnme ci, cornme ca
Labor Government.

Mr Davies: I am not familiar with that term.

Mr WILLIAMS: Let us call it "the Labor
Government", because no one in his right mind
would associate that Government with any party
other than a Labor or Communist one.

Mr Tonkin: Do you expect to become leader
out of this?

Mr WILLIAMS: I am talking about the price
paid for petrol at Rottnest Island.

Mr Bertram: Billy Graham personified!

Mr WILLIAMS: It is quite right, and it is
about time the member got a bit of reverence
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about him. I ask the House and the Labor
Government; Who drives vehicles on Roitnest?

M r Old: I have done so.
Mr WILLIAMS: Of course, we have the

Rotinest Island Board which has its own vehicles,
and we all accept that. Who else drives vehicles
on Rottnest?

Mr Bertram: Jack the Ripper!
Mr WILLIAMS: Everybody else is entitled to

have a vehicle on the island if they have a
business operating there. We therefore come to
the point: How much does petrol cost on
Rottniest? Right from the word go, from the be-
ginning of this session in February, the Govern-
ment has avoided this question. Why has it done
so? It has done so because the Government's
archbishop leader is the commissaire at Rottnest.

Mr Thompson: Ah!
Mr Davies: It is all coming out now!
Mr WILLIAMS: Look at the member for

Rockingham.
Several members interjected.
Mr Davies: There he is!
Mr WILLIAMS: I cannot talk to him now; I

will do so later.
Mr Blaikie: So we have the archbishop and the

choirboy!
Mr WILLIAMS: Quite right.

Mr Old: But the choirboy has a yacht.
Mr WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that the choirboy

has a yacht?
Mr Old: No, the archbishop is going to supply

him with one.
Mr WILLIAMS: We now find they are both

involved in the running of the affairs of Rottniest
Island. I am only asking who drives vehicles on
the island apart from members of the Rottnest
Island Board. The answer is that everybody who
has a business on the island runs a vehicle. I do
not know whether private residents run ve-
hicles-I doubt it-but I know people having
leases at great expense on that island do have ve-
hicles. Do members know what they are charged
per litre for petrol on that island?

Mr Old: No.
Mr WILLIAMS: The island is run by the

Rortnest Island Board; the Premier of this State is
its chairman.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr WILLIAMS: The member for Rockingham

is also a member of the board. The price of petrol
on Rottnest Island is 47.1 4c per litre. Do not let
us be kidded by the Government.

Mr Hodge: How does that compare?
Mr WILLIAMS: The Government should not

say they have to pay freight and therefore that is
an extra impost on the cost of that petrol because
it is not. The Shell Company of Australia Ltd.
pays the cost and the petrol is landed free of
freight charges on Rottniest Island; is that not
great? Our leader, the magnificence himself, the
archbishop-

Mr Blaikie: HeI is not mine.

Mr WILLIAMS: He is charging this amount,
yet he is the one who said, "Our Government
must be the great leveller. We have to keep costs
down. We cannot afford this". Bear in mind that
he is also the Minister for Tourism. I will get on
to that subject in a minute.

Mr Blaikie: Just on that point, it would be
interesting if the Leader of the House were to call
for an investigation into the Premier's actions
over the price the Premier is charging for petrol
on Rottnest Island.

Mr WILLIAMS: I have written letters to the
Minister for Consumer Affairs and I have been
told, "Up your guernsey. We are not going to give
you an answer". He will not give me an answer
because he is protecting his leader who ought to
be charged under the Act. He is absolutely dis-
graceful and ought to be charged and brought be-
fore the Bar of the House because of the way he
has been ca rryi ng on.

Mr Bertram: That is where you just came from!
Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister for Police and

Emergency Services is laughing his head off. Let
us look at the actions of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services in relation to Rottnest
Island. The Government says, "We are worrying
about costs. We have to keep costs down". Yet
the employees on Rottnest Island receive the first
90 units of electricity used free of charge and af-
terwards are charged at the rate of 8.19c per unit.
What happens when it comes to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services?

Mr Barnett: We are not sure.
Mr WILLIAMS: I will tell the House what

happens to him. The poor employees of the Police
Department are immediately charged 8.19c per
unit for the first 275 units used.

Mr Terry Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr WILLIAMS: And then they are charged
I2c a unit after that. Mr Minister for Police,
what have you done about that, apart from sitting
there laughing and thinking this is all a joke?

Mr Tonkin: We think you are a joke.
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Mr WILLIAMS: Police staff employed on
Rotinest Island to help keep the island under con-
trol are being charged excessively and unfairly for
electricity used in their private dwellings.

Mr Tonkin: Go and tell the-

Mr WILLIAMS: The Minister is a smartie.
Why does not the Minister listen to this? He is
supposed to be part of the Government which
wants to go ahead and wants to do everything.
Right from the word go--

Mr Tonkin: Have you read The Economist?
Mr WILLIAMS: -I must tell the Minister his

job because he is incompetent. The police station
on Rottnest Island is charged 19.14c a unit for
electricity. What is the Minister doing about
that? Is he trying to keep the costs down for the
State? He is doing absolutely nothing because the
Premier, the great archbishop of this State, is the
great leader of that community.

Mr Tonkin: Here he comes!

Mr WILLIAMS: Let him come. He is Billy
Bunter, as far as I am concerned, and will never
be anything else. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services does not realise this, but per-
haps he should make inquiries; on Rottuiest Island
people are charged 47.14c per litre for petrol
which represents the furl retail price. What has
the Minister done about that? Why has he not
investigated that? Why has he not discussed that
with the Premier or the member for Rock-
ingham? Why is he allowing this to occur?

Mr Barnett: Sit down!

Mr WILLIAMS: The polie station is there to
help control Rottniest Island, but the officers are
being ripped off.

Mr Barnett: You win first prize.
Mr WILLIAMS: Of course I do, and I will win

second prize for saying that the member is incom-
petent and is not doing his job.

Mr Tonkin: Sit down!

Mr Barnett: Come on, foghorn!

Mr Bertram: What you need is a-

Mr WILLIAMS: We had an adjournment at
midday today so the Deputy Premier could make
an announcement about rents. How dare the
Government increase rents paid by small shop-
keepers. How dare the Government put such an
impost on the small shopkeeper. How dare the
Government crucify the small shopkeeper. Let us
just look at the Premier and the member for
Rockingham who are both representatives on the
Rotinest Island Board. What a bunch of
gangsters they are!

Mr I. F. Taylor: Who, the people on the
Rottnest Island Board?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Withdra wal of Remark

Mr EVANS: I think that is getting a bit rough.
I would not even describe some members opposite
by that term.

Mr Old: I remember your calling the meat
commissioner and his associates a bunch of
gangsters in this House one night.

Mr EVANS: Never gangsters. To refer to
members of this House by that term is unfortu-
nate and I ask that the remark be withdrawn.
There are limits.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for
Agriculture seeks the withdrawal of the words
used and of which he complains.

Mr WILLIAMS: Without hesitation, Mr
Speaker, I will withdraw those words, but let me
just say this: What a bunch of Ned Kellys they
are!

Mr 1. F. Taylor: The great Australian hero!

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

Mr WILLIAMS: We are talking about fair
play. The Government keeps saying, "Let's keep
the costs down and let the retailer have a fair
margin", because this is what the programme was
supposed to be all about.

This was the argument at midday today. Let
the retailer have a fair go for a change; I agree
with that. It is about time he was given a fair go,
but he has to be given a fair go from wage and
rent increases, union bashing, and strike action.
The whole lot has to stop.

The Premier and the member for Rockingham
decided in their wisdom that the bike shop on the
island which supplies bikes to the people who go
there-the tourists we are trying to encourage,
and one sees it on TV-should pay an increased
rental. We want tourists to go around the State
and to Roatnest, but when they get there they are
charged an exorbitant price for a day's bike
riding. Why are they charged this exorbitant
price, $10? The simple reason is that the Premier
and the member for Rockingham have just in-
creased the bike shop's rental to $1 50 000 per
annum; that is $3 000 a week.

Mr Blaikie: Talk about Ned Kelly!
Mr WILLIAMS: Am I correct now in saying

the Government is a bunch of pirates? Fair crack
of the whip! How much longer can it go on? The
hotel on Rottnest is in the same situation, if not
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worse. Do members realise that every person who
goes to Rottnest is paying in the ferry ticket be-
tween 85c and $1 to the island board for the right
to walk on god's own island controlled by this god
here? How are we supposed to encourage tourism
when every boat that goes there is charged $10
for the right to land? The rents and landing costs
are horrific and the poor little shopkeepers have
to make some return. Shopkeepers are paying up
to SI 300 a month for their electricity charges be-
cause they are being ripped off as well. The whole
of Rottnest is a rip-off because of these blatant
charges.

Who is in control of these blatant charges? It Is
the one man whom we might expect to say, "We
will take it off the rich and give it to the poor",
but all he is doing is fleecing the poor. What a lot
of nonsense!

Mr Grayden: This Government looks after the
needy!

Mr WILLIAMS: That is what I have been
trying to say. This Government would have to be
pronounced the greatest lot of hypocrites to whom
God ever gave breath. They go on with a lot of
nonsense, and the point I cannot understand is
that I 000 voters put members opposite in office.

Mr Blaikie: It is the Government of the greedy
who take from the needy.

Mr WILLIAMS: The Government has had a
taste of the spoils and we see how it is squander-
ing them. I say to our archbishop, wherever he is,
that he should keep going the way he is because
this time next year we will be back in office.

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Minister for
Consumer Affairs) [3.14 p.m.]: I want to make
one or two points clear because facts are import-
ant even in a debate like this.

[Laughter.]
Mr Hassell: Why did you stand up?
Mr TONK IN: On 19 February, when the last

State election was held, the most common
supergrade petrol price in Perth was 42.9c a litre.
On the following Monday, Shell decided to lead
the market up. Members know that a company
holding a small market share could not lead the
market up: only a market leader can do that. We
were not in Government at that stage, and that is
where the Leader of the Opposition keeps making
a mistake. We had no control; we were re-elected
members of ParJiament, but not in Government
until 25 February.

So prices started to go up on the Monday fol-
lowing the election and, by the time we became
the Government, it was 44.9c a litre-up 2c. I am
on record as having attacked the oil companies for

this because as I said, they kept prices artificially
low. The previous Minister for Consumer Affairs
(Mr Shalders) was able to say there was no need
for the Government to do something about petrol
prices because they were the lowest in Australia.

That was so in the week or two before the elec-
tion because the oil companies knew an election
was imminent and they wanted to discredit the
then Opposition which said it believed some price
control on petrol should exist. When we became
the Government on 25 February-not on 19
February; we were sworn in on 25 February-the
price was 44.9c a flre which is more than it is
now. I point out that it has been increased re-
cently as a result of increases in the State tax, of,
I think, 0.25c a litre and in the Commonwealth
tax. When we brought in our first price order in
April, we reduced the price to 42.9c a litre. When
we became Government it was 44.9c a litre.

Mr Thompson: You said your "first" price in-
crease. It is your only increase, isn't it?

Mr TONKIN: It is not the only one;, we have
amended it.

We brought the price back to 42.9c a litre.
Since then State and Commonwealth taxes have
been increased, and the price of petrol in the
metropolitan area and certain controlled areas is
now 44.2c a litre. That is still cheaper than it was
when we became Government on 25 February.
Those are the facts.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr TONKIN: I know members opposite do not

want to hear the facts and they have said time
and again that petrol is dearer now than when we
became the Government. That is a palpable un-
truth.

Mr Spriggs: You are misleading the House. It
is dearer now than before you became Govern-
ment.

Mr TONKIN: How far is the member going
back? Is he going back to the time of Noah's
Ark?

Mr Spriggs: I am talking about the day you be-
came Government. It is dearer now than it was
then.

Mr TON KIN: That is untrue.
Mr Spriggs: It is not. You have already said it

is true.
Mr TONKIN: I have not said it is true. On 25

February, when we became Government, the
price of petrol was 44.9c a litre.

Mr Spriggs: It was 42.9c a litre.

M r TON KIN: No, it was 44.9c a litre.
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Mr Parker: We became Government on 25
February. Has the member for Darling Range
forgotten that?

Mr TONKIN: I will ignore the member. I
think he is drunk.

With our first price order, we brought the price
back to 42.9c a litre, and people in the metropoli-
tan area were paying 2c a litre less for petrol.
When the price went up a few weeks ago as a re-
sult of taxes imposed by Commonwealth and
State Governments, it was still O.7c a litre
cheaper than it was when we became Govern-
ment.

If we look at the situation in country areas, we
find that the story is even better because in many
areas-Geraldion, for example-people are pay-
ing 4c a litre less for petrol now than when we be-
came Government. In Wickham which was not
included in the retail price orders, but was in-
cluded, as was the whole of the State, in the
wholesale order, people are paying something like
3c a litre less than they were wvhen we became
Government. In Roebourne the price has gone
down by 4c a litre. So petrol is 4c a litre cheaper
in Geraldion and Roebourne, 3c cheaper in
Wickham, and cheaper in the metropolitan area
and the controlled areas. In those country areas
where the retail price is not controlled, petrol still
is cheaper because of competition. We have had
reports that because of the competition from
Albany where the retail price is controlled, the
price is cheaper in places like Kojonup-

I have been very conservative-that will he a
surprise to most members-in saying that when
one works on the basis of a reduction of 2c per
litre, the motorists have been saved $1.5 million
per month as a result of the prices orders.

Mr Blaikie: Rubbish!
Mr TONKIN: It is at least 2c in the metropoli-

tan area, where most of the fuel is sold; and it is
3c, 4c, or 5c in some parts of the country; so 2c Is
a conservative estimate.

Mr Blaikie: I had the courtesy to let you put a
question to me this morning, so I will do the same
thing to you right now. With those orders that
you proclaimed, can you tell me what is the price
of petrol in Busselton? Would you explain to the
House what happened with the price of petrol in
that town when you announced your orders?

Mr TONKIN: I think the member for Vasse
can tell us about that.

Mr Blaikie: What about your doing that?
Mr TONKIN: Busselton and Bunbury are an

aberration from the normal situation because of

the very high turnover. In fact, the prices there
are lower than they are in the metropolitan area.

Mr Blaikie: Bunbury is not. Bunbury was the
cheapest in the State.

Mr Mclver: Subsidised by the oil companies.
Mr TONKIN: That is the first point I want to

make.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr TONKIN: The fact is that the motorists in
the State have received a saving of $1.5 million
per month.

With respect to what has been said about our
charges, members should recall that we have
often been asked for a definition of "excessive
prices', and it has not been possible to give a pre-
cise definition. What we have said, however, is
that a price increase which is not east based is,
prima facie, an excessive increase. I say prima
facie because other factors may come into it.
Certainly, on the face of it, if a commodity is
costing the retailer 5c more, it is reasonable to ex1

Pect that he will put Sc onto his retail price.
The Government charges which have been

referred to have been cost based. If I may refer to
the Metropolitan Water Authority charges, which
rose by something like eight per cent or nine per
cent on average-of course, some rose by less and
some by more-it might be said that the wages
pause should have enabled the MWA to keep its
charges low; but in fact wage and salary costs ac-
count for only one-sixth of the costs of the MWA;
and the other five-sixths consist of other things
such as materials, electricity-we use a great deal
of that for pumping-and capital costs. That is a
very high component, because the price of money
has been high. These matters have not been as-
sisted by the wages pause.

I asked the very same question. I asked, "How
is it, in a wages pause, that we have to put our
prices up to this extent?" The answer is that one-
sixth of the costs of the MWA were wage and sal-
ary components.

Mr Court: You have to set the example with
Government charges. If' you are to justify IS per
cent increases, private enterprise can follow suit,
so wages keep going up and up.

Mr TONKIN: I accept that it is important to
give an example; but the point is that if the
Government can say the charges are cost based,
and private enterprise cannot, there is a differ-
ence. Would the member for Nedlands suggest
that we should set an example by deficit budget-
ing?
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Mr Court: No, I am saying that some of the
utilities should have decreasing costs if they are
introducing this new technology. They are in a
monopoly situation, so they can put their prices
up easily.

Mr TONKIN: That is one of the problems. I
accept that; and it is something we have to guard
against. I say that the cost of services, in real
terms, has been decreasing in the Metropolitan
Water Authority for a start.

Mr Spriggs: You would have to be joking.
Opposition mcmbers interjected.
Mr TONKIN: If one considers the number of

services and divides that into the cost, one finds
there is a great deal of efficiency.

Mr O'Connor: You tell the firms which have
had substantial increases that they have had
reductions, and see how you go.

Mr TONKIN: I did not say they had
reductions.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr Rushton: It happened with grain freight

with Westrail as well, and the farmers did not be-
lieve it.

Mr TONKIN: That is one of the problems. I
can understand people with frozen wages being
angry and upset; and I can understand that the
Opposition is exploiting the situation. I do not
blame members of the Opposition for that.

The fact is that if a price increase is cost based,
it is not necessarily excessive.

Mr Thompson: Should you not have explained
that to the electorate prior to the election, rather
than giving the impression, as you clearly did,
that you were going to bring down the price of
everyday household commodities?

Mr TONKIN: Certainly, in an election, there
is a lot of hyperbole. People read into things what
they want to believe.

When I was pressed by the Opposition time and
time again in March, I said that when we had the
excessive prices legislation in force, we would not
have large numbers of inspectors going around
and checking. Somebody asked meI " How many
things will be controlled?" I said, -The number
will be very small". I was asked, "How small?" I
said, "it might be 0.01 per cent".

Mr O'Connor: Let us be fair. Why did you
bring in the legislation?

Mr TONKIN: Because I believe, even if petrol
only has been covered, it has been worthwhile
saving the motorists the sum of $1.5 million per
month. That is a big saving.

Mr Thompson: What did you do to satisfy the
member for Pilbara, who made a good speech in
this House about prices?

Mr TONKIN: I do not think I have been able
to satisfy the needs of the member for Pilbara and
the people in her electorate. I have not satisfied a
number of members. We would have liked to do
many things.

Mr O'Connor: You led them to believe you
were going to bring prices down, and you did not.

Mr TONKIN: We said we were concerned
with excessive price increases, and certainly we
are.

Mr O'Connor: Many of them have gone up 10
per cent since March.

Mr TONKIN: Yes, but most of those are based
on Eastern States costs.

Mr O'Connor: About 85 per cent of commodi-
ties come from the Eastern States or overseas. I
said that before the election, and you have since
admitted it.

Mr TONKIN: At the time, we said that we
were talking about excessive price increases. If a
person pays l~c more for a commodity, one must
expect him to charge I0e more when he sells it.
That is not excessive; it is based on costs. The
alternative method of meeting the problem is
throwing people out of business.

Opposition members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! We will have question

time later!
Mr TONKIN: I would like to refer to Rottnest

Island, which seems to be of particular interest
and a hobby of the Opposition Whip. I do not
know how it is that he is able to spend such a lot
of time on Rottnest; obviously he is able to dis-
charge his duties more conveniently than I have
ever been able to discharge mine. The leases
referred to by the member for Clontarf, and about
which he was so indignant, were all negotiated by
the previous Government.

Mr Williams: Absolute nonsense! You have
been the Government since March. You have got
the Premier on the board, as well as another
member. Before, we had only one member; you
have two.

Mr TONKIN: The leases were negotiated with
the previous Government. Once leases are nego-
tiated, the contracts cannot be broken.

Mr Williams: Contracts, my boot! You can
bring the prices down.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Clontarf has had a fair run this afternoon.
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Mr Davies: The member for Cloniarf is trying
to mislead the House.

Mr TONKIN: All the leases were negotiated
by the previous Government. The Opposition does
not want to hear what I am saying; but all the ter-
rible things he said about what happens on
Rotinesi were the result of actions of the previous
Government, behind which he sat.

Mr Williams: Excuse me, with respect. The
bike shop lease charge increased from $135 000 to
$150000 under your regime. How do you work
that out. It has gone up $15 000 since you have
taken over and your Premier has been in charge.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TONKIN: If people want to believe in fairy

tales and believe that we have a magic wand that
will bring the rents down, that is their preroga-
tive-

Mr O'Connor: Do you justify this statement
here?

Mr TONKIN: We said that we would prevent
excessive prices and that if a price increase were
cost based it was not excessive.

Mr O'Connor: Do you justify this statement?
Mr TONKIN: I want to emphasise that the

prevention of excessive prices was what that legis-
lation was all about.

Mr O'Connor: What about this?
Mr Blaikie: You aren't even prepared to ac-

knowledge the Leader of the Opposition now.
Mr O'Connor: Do you agree with this?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TONKIN: With reference to small

businessmen, I inform the House that 71 per cent
of service station proprietors-

Mr O'Connor: I ask the Minister to look at
this.

Mr TONKIN: The Leader of the Opposition
will not intimidate me.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr TONKIN: Has a member of the Labor

Party ever just held things up and kept shouting?
The Leader of the Opposition said he wanted a
fair crack of the whip, but he has no idea what
fairness is. Not only did his Government bring in
crooked electoral laws, but also, when he knows I
want to get on with my speech because I have
only four minutes left, he keeps holding up a piece
of paper and shouting.

Mr O'Connor: What about it?
Mr TONK IN: He is still doing it.
The SPEAKER: Order'

MrTONKIN: He is just a larrikin.

Withdra wal of Remark

Mr O'CONNOR: I ask the Minister to with-
draw that statement.

Mr Tonkin: Well, don't act like a larrikin then.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the op-

position has complained about the use of the word
"larrikin" and has asked for its withdrawal.

Mr TONKIN: Certainly, Mr Speaker.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

The fact of the matter is that 71 per cent of ser-
vice station proprietors before the price orders
were issued received less than 3.5c a litre-

Mr O'Connor: Do you agree with this state-
ment?

Mr TONKIN: There he goes again.

Mr O'Connor: I am just asking you a question.
Mr TONKIN: Mr Speaker, I ask whether the

term I used to describe the Leader of the Oppo-
sition was accurate.

Mr Williams: Come on, you withdrew it.
Mr TONKIN: As I said, 71 per cent of service

station proprietors had a margin of less than 3.5c
a litre; and that amount is now assured. Small
businessmen, in particular service station pro-
prietors, are in a better situation now than they
were before the introduction of the excessive
prices control legislation.

Mr Blaikie: In Busselton you had the price of
petrol increased.

Mr TONKIN: The effect of our excessive
prices legislation-

Mr Blaikie interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TONKIN: -was to inhibit the increase of

prices.
Mr Blaikie: It was disastrous.
Mr TONKIN: I ask members to consider the

Financial situation in the June quarter, during
which the Consumer Price Index for Perth rose
less than the increase for any other capital city.
That indicated that this Government-

Mr O'Connor: That was our Government,
wasn't it?

Mr TONKIN: This is the last June quarter.
This Government has been instrumental in ensur-
ing that prices have been reduced. We would have
liked a greater reduction in prices and would have
liked our legislation to effect other things, but as I
have said, and again make quite clear, we believe
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that market farces should be allowed to operate
with minimal interference by the Government. By
and large, we fully support a minimal interference
in the marketplace and will move in only when it
is obvious that the market forces are not op-
erating properly.

MR PETER JONES (Narrogin) [3.33 p.ni.J:
The Minister has said he wants market forces to
prevail, and said at the time when the Govern-
ment's excessive prices legislation was before the
House-the legislation to which this amendment
refers-that the best way to ensure fair pricing
was to allow competition. I will refer some prices
to members and ask the Minister to say whether
he believes they represent fair competition. Un-
fortunately. he has just piddled off, but he has ad-
mitted in this House that the hopes and aspir-
ations of the northern members have been dashed.
These hopes and aspirations were expressed by
the member for Pilbara speaking in support of
that excessive prices legislation, and I think she
did very well. The Leader of the Opposition tried
to bring an advertisement to the attention of the
Minister, but he refused to acknowledge it. The
advertisement indicated the aspirations and am-
bitions for that legislation, but they have all been
dashed.

Mr Rushton: He has run away.
Mr PETER JONES: The Minister referred to

our virtual self-sufficiency with oil, but his state-
ment demonstrated his vast ignorance of our situ-
ation. This debate relates to the application of a
piece of legislation his Government brought in,
but he went on to make comments about Bass
Strait oil. I am sure the Deputy Premier, who is
fully aware of the fuel situation in this State,
could tell him about the situation of our crude oil
requirements, imported to the refinery at
Kwinana. Prevailing pressures affect the level of
the end price of petrol, pressures which are not
totally the same as those governing that price in
the Eastern States. In many circumstances the
pressures arc the same, but not all are the same.
The world parity pricing arrangements and
transport matters affect all States, but the basic
prices of crude differ, which is something the
Minister refused to acknowledge. The effect that
has on prices in this State is different from that in
the Eastern States.

I am sorry the Minister decided not to stay be-
cause I hoped he would comment on why he sup-
ports fair competition, given that he has said his
Government believes that the best way to encour-
age small business is to have a piece of legislation
that guarantees to people in business-in particu-
lar, the petroleum distribution business-a fair

profit margin. We find his statements hard to be-
lieve.

In my electorate on 8 July this year a fuel dis-
tributor gave me details of the difficulties under
which he was required to operate. He was buying
his fuel at 42.1 5c a litre. The price had been
40.8c, but there was an increase in the Federal
Government's taxation arrangements and a
freight component. The operator was told by the
Minister's instrument, the prices commissioner,
that he must sell his fuel at 41.75c a litre, 0.4c a
litre less than he paid for it. When the operator
was confronted with that ultimatum, he contacted
the office of the prices commissioner, which ad-
vised him that he must sell the fuel at 41.75c a
litre-that was the law: that was the decision
made by the Minister.

Mr Tonkin: It was not by the Minister, but by
the canommissioner.

Mr PETER JONES: I have already referred to
the commissioner as the Minister's instrument. I
do not know how the Minister can fit the situation
of that operator into his concept of helping people
in business. Immediately the situation confronted
the operator, he had to make a decision.

Immediately, the two furthest outlets to which
he supplied fuel and which in turn on-sold that
fuel and which were entitled to on-sell at what-
ever the traffic would bear, because they were not
in a proclaimed area, were placed in jeopardy.

When the distributor approached the officers of
the prices commissioner, he was told by an
officer-and I am happy to tell the Minister who
the officer was-that the commission had tried to
discuss this with the Minister, but because there
were so many submissions currently before it
which the officers had to go through-there were
so many people facing the same problem-and
because the officers had been told by the Minister
to go through them all and then to prepare a sub-
mission to be put to him, the officer said that they
expected to have that task completed by the end
of the month: that is, by the end of July.

One hour ago I phoned the distributor and was
advised that he had not yet resolved that problem.
I am told that the figures I have given are still ap-
plicable today just as they were when the problem
wvas first brought to my attention when the pro-
prietor spoke to me in Narrogin. He is still being
asked to meet a 0.4c a litre loss if he wishes to de-
liver to those two outlets or any other outlet in
that area. He is still being told that no decision
has been made, apparently because the com-
mission's officers are unable to meet the workload
required to look at his and other objections.
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I do not know how the Minister can say, there-
fore, that this represents competition, a margin
which small business can operate in, or a fair and
equitable decision by the Government on behalf
of the consumers-always that mystical word
"consumers"

I know that on behalf of one con-
sumer-namely myself-the service station where
I buy my fuel was faced with a proclaimed price
of 42.9c a litre. The price increased by one cent
whereas previously he had been able to sell fuel
for a cent less than the proclaimed price because
of genuine competition. Competition and volume
are two factors which combine to give a very com-
petitive price for retailing to the consumers. The
moment a maximum price is declared, that price
becomes the price to the consumers, and this is
exactly what happened.

The Government's legislation was designed to
prevent excessive prices, but at the outlet from
which I buy my motor spirit, along with many
other patrons of this service station, the price mn-
creased. A great number of people attended that
service station and previously this enabled the
proprietor to market his fuel at a very competitive
price.

Paragraph (2) of the amendment states that
prices control legislation causes more problems
than it solves. I doubt that anyone in the House,
not even the Minister, would be able to run from
the fact that the legislation has caused problems
with this particular distributor, and he is no or-
phan. He has not been able, by dint of a request
for assistance to the Minister's prices commission,
to obtain assistance to resolve the problem.

I make the point that I am not criticising the
prices commissioner or his staff. My criticism now
as it was when the legislation was introduced,' is
that the prices commissioner has been placed in a
very difficult position. He has been given an un-
tenable task. It all amounts to the Government's
having been prepared to hide behind Mr Fletcher.
The Government has made him bear the brunt of
all the odium and criticism that comes with this
sort of legislation.

(interruption from the gallery.]
Mr PETER JONES: I am not here to defend

the oil companies, but it should not go unrecorded
that I am speaking of one or two instances i n my
electorate where I know that, subsequent to the
petrol price arrangements being gazetted, the oil
companies were prepared to help their distributors
meet the situation I have outlined. I might add
that on the day this proclamation was gazetted
and the prices were inflicted on the people
involved, it was all done without consultation. The

matter was not discussed with the companies con-
cerned. It seemed it was not a matter which fitted
within the Government's much vaunted spirit of
consensus and consultation. The companies con-
cerned did not receive a copy of the Minister's an-
nouncement until after it had been received by all
the media parties and after it had been widely an-
nounced on the air waves. How can the Minister
reconcile that action with all the consultation the
Government keeps talking about? How does that
fit in with the oil companies not being given the
opportunity to put their case to the Government
so that it would be in possession of all the facts
before it made its decision? Subsequently infor-
mation was made available to the prices com-
missioner and very considerable discussion then
took place, so much so that the commissioner
altered the initial arrangements within a com-
paratively short period. This was the result of his
subsequently gaining access to information not
previously available to him when this galloping
horde opposite arbitrarily made a determination
without being in possession of all the facts.

Now that the Minister has returned to the
Chamber, I ask him to tell me how all this fits in
with the Government's much lauded ideas. As I
have explained, a distributor in my area has to
buy fuel at 42.1 5c a litre and must then on-sell it
at 41.75c a litre.

Mr Tonkin: Where is that?
Mr PETER JONES: In my electorate. I have

already given all the information today and
placed it on the record. The person concerned
came to see me on 8 July.

Mr Tonkin: There is no price order in
Narrogin.

Mr PETER JONES: The situation is now that
he finds he cannot distribute fuel to those two
centres because on every litre he sells to them he
loses 0.4 cents a litre.

Mr Tonkin: Have you informed the prices com-
missioner?

Mr PETER JON ES: I have explained that the
officers of the commission told him that they were
unable to cope with all the submissions they had
received and, while they had hoped to give him an
answer by the end of July. as at this time the situ-
ation is not resolved. The Minister's office would
be able to tell him of the officer concerned.

In supporting the amendment, I am really at-
tacking a Bill which in no way fits in with the mo-
tives the Minister has mentioned.

That is the ambition or motive of incom-
petence. The Government's ambition of support-
ing the small businessman by applying a margin

1231



1232 [ASSEMBLY]

which satisfies his costs of operating has resulted
in the public being considerably misled by un-
truthful statements regarding the effect of this
legislation and what it means in terms of lowering
costs and lowering the cost of living, particularly
in the mare remote areas of the State.

As the Minister himself has admitted, the am-
bitions of the northern members who support his
party have been unfulfilled. With that situation,
how can a motion like this fail to be put, or fail to
be supported? 1 support the motion.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [3.51 p.m.]: I also wish
to say a few words on the amendment moved by
the member for Kalamunda, and, at the outset, I
indicate my support for it.

Mr Tonkin: Don't forget that three members
want to make their maiden speeches later today.

Mr BLAIKIE: I will be as understanding as the
Leader of the House normally is with other mem-
bers of the House and I will make my remarks
fairly brief and to the point.

The Minister for Consumer Affairs has made
many claims in relation to the price of fuel, but I
want to make these comments concerning the
price of fuel as it affects Busselton. For some
reason of which I am unaware, the Minister took
it upon himself to have Busselton included as one
of the areas which will come within the ambit of
his excessive prices legislation. Interestingly
enough. Busselton is one of the few places which
does not have a fuel depot, as is the case with
places like Bunbury, Albany, Kalgoorlie,
Geraldion, and Karratha. When the Minister car-
ried out his intentions to bring the price of fuel
down, he did precisely that, because in the town
of Busselton resellers were not able to sell the fuel
and survive in business at the retail price the Min-
ister set for fuel. They were, in fact, selling fuel at
a loss. I crave the Minister's indulgence if he
wishes to make a remark in this regard now. Be-
cause of his actions, great Financial embarrass-
ment has been caused to petrol resellers in
Busselton.

Mr Tonkin: Yes, I will comment. It was not mny
action. first of all, because the price was deter-
mined by the commissioner. If that situation has
occurred, of course, it has to be regretted. All I
can say is that when Governments or their
agencies take action, some mistakes will result,
and the only way to ensure no mistakes are made
is to do nothing.

Mr BLAIKIE: In point of fact, the Govern-
ment did act; it did do something. It caused great
financial hardship to the resellers in Busselton. I
accept that the Government regrets this. I also ac-
cept the Minister's comments in that regard, but

that is indicative of a promise that was made
which in fact could not be kept. What has hap-
pened is that, as a result of the Government's ac-
tion, fuel prices in Busselton are now higher than
they would have been because now resellers have
margins which are laid down by the Com-
missioner of Consumer Affairs, which margins
are fractionally higher than those the resellers
were previously charging. They are working to the
Government's orders. The community has not
been advantaged; in fact, it has, to a degree, been
disadvantaged. However, resellers now are rela-
tively happy with the Government's action, so we
have a situation in that instance where it was not
to the advantage of the general community.

The Governiment has been untruthful in the
general nature of the claims it has made. By the
same token, while the Government said it would
ensure that prices were kept down and there
would be no excessive price increases, or any in-
creases, far that matter, what has the Government
done in relation to Government charges? It has
put them up excessively in spite of the wage
freeze or the promises made by it. One can look at
what happened in relation to the SEC water
charges and can see that the Government has
acted quite irresponsibly in that regard.

While hanging this ogre of an Act over re-
tailers, the Government is unfairly threatening
them with all sorts of action if they put up their
prices, and this is also very interesting. One can
understand why the member for Pilbara made the
remarks she did in her maiden speech about
seeking the support of Government to bring prices
down in the Pilbara. While the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs attempted to ignore the Leader of
the Opposition's response in this regard, I
certainly intended to bring to the attention of the
House, and certainly to the attention of the Min-
ister for Consumer Affairs, this large advertise-
ment I have in my hand.

Mr Tonkin: That is the proper way to do it. The
Leader of the Opposition was shouting and
waving it around when it was clear I had only
three minutes remaining in which to speak and I
wanted to finish my speech. I do not think it was
unreasonabe-I think it was right-to use the
term I used in respect of him at that time.

Mr BLAIKIE: This advertisement takes up a
large amount of the newspaper's northern sup-
plement. The heading is "With Labor there is a
future in the north." Part 3 of that advertisement
says-

Labor will reduce the cost of living in the
north.
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That is very interesting. It is also very interesting
to understand why the member for Pilbara spoke
as she did in expressing her feelings and senti-
ments in that regard, all of which sentiments are
supported by all members of the House.

Mr Peter Jones: Quite right.
Mr BLAIKIE: Interestingly enough, in t he

same advertisement, for all the people of the
north and the people of Western Australia gener-
ally to see, was the Labor Party saying-

Labor will freeze Government charges for
the duration of the wages freeze.

Mr O'Connor: Not "may" freeze, "will" freeze.
Mr BLAIKIE: Yes, it will freeze charges and

halt unjustified price rises. I will read this agai n
for the purpose of ensuring that Hansard records
this correctly. It reads-

Labor will freeze Government charges for
the duration of the wages freeze.

Mr I. F. Taylor: At that time, we didn't know
what you did with Treasury.

Mr BLAIKIE: Is it any wonder that the mem-
her for Pilbara spoke as she did in expressing her
sentiments, believing that the Government of
which she is a member would have acted and car-
tied out that policy?

What a hollow promise that has proved to be.
What a hollow promise the Labor Party has now
perpetrated on the people oF Western Australia. It
recalled the Parliament to pass its excessive pri ces
legislation with the hoax of having people believe
it would bring prices down. We told the Govern-
ment that that was not on, but no, the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, in his very grandiose way,
told this House about that and, by the weight of
numbers, ensured that his argument was beard
and supported and that he had his way. Now he
cannot stand up to the promises he made in Par-
liament, let alone the promises the Labor Party
made to the public of Western Australia. Now the
Minister says. "Oh, yes, but you have to read the
Fine print. It wasn't really unfair prices we were
talking about. We were talking about excessive
prices". I ask the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
What is an unfair price, and what is an excessive
price?

Mr Tonkin: We have always said that one of
the components of an excessive price would be if
it was not cost based.

Mr BLAIKIE: I am glad the Minister has
answered that question.

Mr Tonkin: That is one of the factors.
Mr BLAIKIE: Okay. If there are other factors,

I would be delighted to hear them, too.

Mr Tonkin: It is a very complex matter, but I
would think that, if a person gets charged an
extra 5c, it is fair enough for him to pass it on to
the retailer. It is no good saying, "He has in-
creased his charges by 5c", because his charges
are in fact completely cost based. This is not the
only form of cost base. Maybe his rent or elec-
tricity charges have increased.

Mr Thompson: What you need to understand is
that one's definition of it changes depending on
whether he is on this Or the other side of the
House.

Mr BLAIKIE: I appreciate the Minister's ad-
vice on what he sees as being the difference be-
tween an unfair price and an excessive price.

I now ask the Minister a further question.
which was raised in the House by the member for
Darling Range last Thursday evening and was di-
rected to the Minister. The member for Darling
Range asked the Minister whether he was aware
that Eastern States lambs coming to Western
Australia were displacing Western Australian
produce. It was being sold at a price cheaper than
that of the Western Australian product and there
were several accusations that the Lamb Market-
ing Board was charging excessive prices that were
to the detriment not only of the Western Aus-
tralian producer, but also of the consumer. The
Minister advised that he would look into the mat-
ter.

Mr Tonkin: I said, firstly, that we would
investigate the interstate trade, and, secondly,
that I would confer with the Minister for
Agriculture.

Mr BLAIKIE: What did the Minister for
Agriculture say?

Mr Tonkin: We are still waiting.
Mr BLAIKIE: Why didn't you confer with the

Minister?
Mr Tonkin: I have conferred with the Minister,

but the conference is ongoing.
Mr BLAIKIE: It is interesting that we have a

situation in Western Australia where something
like 14 000 lambs came from the Eastern States
last week. They have replaced lambs from West-
ern Australia and the Western Australian pro-
ducer is disadvantaged by the situation. The
Western Australian consumer is not getting West-
ern Australian produce because it is claimed that
the Lamb Marketing Board is charging excessive
and unfair prices. In that regard, the Government
should have acted.

The amendment moved by the member for
Kalamunda has plenty of foundation and on those
grounds I support it.
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Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Court
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr H-assell
Mr Peter Jones
Mr MacKinnon

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Brian Burke
M r Terry Burke
M r Carr
Mr Cowan
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grill

Ayes
M r Watt
Mr Clarko
Mr Tubby
Mr Laurance
Mr Coyne

Ayes I8
Mr NieNee
Mr Mensaros
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Thompson
Mr Tretliowan
Mr Williams

Noes 27
Mrs Henderson
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr A. D. Taylor
M r 1, F. Taylor
M r Tonkin
M r Troy
Mrs Watkins
M r Gordon Hill

Pairs
Noes

Mr Wilson
Mr Mclver
Mrt Tomn Jones
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Burkett

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR DRADSIIAW (Murray-Wellington) (4.07

p.m.]-. Mr Speaker, I congratulate you on your
appointment as Speaker to this House. I know
you willI carry out the job with the dignity the pos-
ition deserves.

As the new member for the M urray- Wellington
electorate, I wish to make mention of the two for-
mer members who represented Wellington-the
Hon. June Craig-and Murray-the Hon.
Richard Shalders.

Both members represented their respective elec-
torates with distinction and the State of Western
Australia as Ministers. To follow in the footsteps
of June Craig and Richard Shalders will certainly
be a big job. I will represent Murray-Wellington
to the best of my ability to justify the confidence
the electors have placed in me by electing me as
their member.

I wish to thank the electors of Murray-
Wellington and I will serve them without preju-
dice.

Mr Speaker, I also wish to thank the people
who helped me during my election campaign. Mr
Ernie Taylor not only gave me encouragement

during the campaign, but also, as my campaign
chairman, worked hard to ensure that the cam-
paign ran smoothly. My campaign committee
members also worked hard and I thank them for
the effort they afforded me. Friends of mine in
the electorate who also helped in so many ways, I
thank.

I would also like to thank my wife, Beverley,
for the dedicated work that she put into the cam-
paign, and for her tolerance and wholehearted
support.

Members of the Liberal Party branches in my
electorate who, Firstly, endorsed Me for the elec-
tion and then, secondly, came to the fore when
called upon, I sincerely thank.

The Murray-Wellington electorate is of con-
siderable area and consists of the Murray,
Waroona, and Harvey Shires. I am extremely for-
tunate to be able to represent an exciting de-
veloping electorate; an electorate I love and for
which I will work with dedication to maintain the
high quality of life in the area; an electorate
which consists of prime farming land and ranges
from rural to the mining industry with a wide
range of other interests in between.

The dairy industry for many years was the
backbone of the electorate and still holds a high
position in the area.

The Honorary Royal Commission held last year
investigated the needs of this vital industry for the
future. Some of the recommendations are
currently being studied by the Minister for
Agriculture and are about to be put to the indus-
try for approval.

I believe it is vital that milk quotas be open to
negotiability with several restrictions such as
maximum milk quotas, with a review each year or
two.

Beef production is also a major industry in
Murray-Wellington from the raising of prime
beef to abattoirs such as E. G. Green & Sons, an
export licensed abattoir. These abattoirs are
spread throughout the electorate and contribute
to employment and, in some cases, to export dol-
la rs.

The beef industry is one which needs consul-
tation between all parties involved, such as pro-
ducers and beef processors, to bring stability to
prices. The up and down prices in past years leave
the beef farmers in despair as they are unable to
budget from year to year.

The uncertainty of prices received by farmers
together with the droughts and Fires in the East-
ern States has led to a drastic reduction in cattle
numbers and the prediction by the Australian
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Meat and Livestock Corporation that Australia
will be unable to fulfil the overseas quotas this
year.

The alumina industry has had a stabilising ef-
fect and the imminent opening of the Wagerup
and Worslcy refineries will bring further develop-
ment and prosperity to the Murray-Wellington
electorate.

One -r the problems associated with massi ve
development is the lack of infrastructure costs.
Roads need to be upgraded and facilities provided
to cop. with the increase in population. Much lip
service is given to infrastructure costs. However,
Mr Speaker, that is generally where the "buck"
stops, leaving the local shire councils anguishing.

It is high time a more equitable system was
promulgated to help shires provide the necessary
facilities when major industry is thrust upon
them.

I do not wish to give the impression that I am
against progress and development, particularly in
this phase of high unemployment; but a land use
study of areas such as the Murray-Wellington
electorate is essential. As mentioned earlier, this
is prime farming land and therefore should re-
main so. Murray-Wellington in general should re-
main as broadacre farms, not subdivided for
farmlets or used for industry.

Australia has limited prime farming land and
Murray-Wellington is fortunate in that respect;
but in time to come this land will become even
more vital for intensive food production, such as
market gardens.

Other industries I wish to mention which are of
no less importance in my electorate are tourism
and forestry. Tourism, which is universally recog-
nised as a valuable source of employment and dol-
lar earner, needs a shot in the arm in Murray-
Wellington. The area has all the ingredients to at-
tract tourists, from historic buildings and the
H-otham Valley railway in the Murray Shire to
dams in the Waroona and Harvey Shires, and
crabbing at Australind.

It is pleasing to see the Murray Shire Council
in conjunction with other interested groups, such
as the racing and trotting clubs and the Chamber
of Commerce, is combining to promote its district.
However, the under-rated tourist potential of
Murray-Wellington needs to be promoted by a
joint approach to the question by the Murray,
Waroona, and Harvey Shires, together with other
interested bodies.

Under a carefully planned programme, the
M urray- Wellington electorate, with its proximity
to Perth, is ideally situated to take advantage of
the tourist industry.

Laporte Australia Ltd. at Australind could not
go without a mention. Laporte effluent has been
the subject of much debate over the last year or
two. The PWD and Laporte are doing a splendid
j .ob at present with the Laporte waste. I have in-
spected the disposal ponds on the peninsula. This
is the most efficient and the cheapest way of
disposing of the effluent at the present time.
When the ponds are exhausted, they are filled
with sand and regeneration of the vegetation is
instigated. In fact, the regeneration is superior to
the natural vegetation.

It is unfortunate that spills due to breaks in the
pipe from Laporte to the peninsula do occur from
time to time, but safeguards are taken to try to
reduce these unfortunate breaks. Perhaps a
trough placed under the pipe could act as a
further safeguard, if a break does occur, to stop
the leakage into the estuary.

With over 300 people employed at Laporte plus
the multiplying effect, Laporte is an industry that
needs the encouragement and support of all con-
cerned.

It was stated during the election campaign by
the new member for Mitchell that he would
investigate the resiting of this industry. I know
that, if Laporte had to move there is a grave risk
that the company would close its operations in
WA with the devastating effect of many hundreds
being forced onto unemployment benefits. I just
wonder how far that investigation to resite
Laporte has gone or was this another "pie in the
sky" promise during election time to gain political
advantage. The "Bunhury 2000" concept cannot
go without comment. "Bunbury 2000" is a set of
plans and items which was already in place before
19 February. I agree that the south-west should
be promoted; however, there are few new ideas in
"Bunbury 2000". The concept is dependent basi-
cally on the alumina industry. If "Bunbury 2000"
means promoting Bunbury and not the region. I
oppose the concept.

The South West Development Authority which
is promoting "Bunbury 2000" is tremendous, but
I feel it is overserviced by bureaucrats who will
implement the scheme.

In this country, where water is a priority, the
decision by the new Federal Government to aban-
don the new Harvey weir and Harris dam was a
great disappointment. In particular was this so
with the Harris dam. Because of the high salt
content of the Wellington darn water, the water
from the Harris dam was to be used to shandy
down the Wellington dam water. The new Harvey
weir would ensure water for irrigation in the
Harvey irrigation district in times of low rainfall,

1235



1236 [ASSEMBLY]

and in future years when the area is under intense
food production.

School bus operators were dealt a body blow
early this year when out of the blue they were told
the system would be changed. Living in the
country, I have had contact with a large number
of school bus operators, and they are a earing,
dedicated band of people. They are not overpaid
and have the best system and record in Australia.
I believe the basic principle of previous agree-
ments should carry on.

Another area in which I believe the State
Government should exert pressure is the removal
of one of the inequalities regarding school
teachers. I am referring to a Federal Government
area and an anomaly which should be rectified.

A school teacher who owns his home, on being
transferred to another school, leases or rents his
own home, on which income he must pay tax. He
is in a situation where in the new teaching pos-
ition he pays rent which is not tax deductible.

I believe this band of dedicated people should
have the benefit of either not being taxed on the
house they rent out or have the rent they are pay-
ing deemed a tax deduction. In my view , they
should not be taxed at all on the rent they receive,
as they suffer enough with the transfer and the
possibility of living in a house not as comfortable
as their own.

Over the last I8 months, the residents of Aus-
tralind have been deprived of one of the basic
necessities of life; that is, good quality drinking
water. With salt levels over I 000 parts per
million, apart from the unsavoury taste, and
plants in the garden dying, there is the question of
effect on health.

I refer now to an article in the South Western
Times of Thursday, 23 June 1983. under the
heading "Australind water a health threat". It
quotes the Harvey District medical officer as fol-
lows-

Bottle-fed babies and people with heart
problems, high blood pressure or kidney com-
plaints could all be suffering because of the
high salt content of the water.

He goes on-
"it is at an undesirable level and would af-

fect the health of certain people," he said.
"Besides it smells and tastes awful. I won't

even use it to make tea or coffee."
I implore the Government to install a treatment
plant in the Australind area as soon as possible.
In this day and age, there is no need to be de-
prived of one of life's basic commodities; that is,
quality drinking water.

Unions are essential for people in all walks of
life and I would be first to support their existence.
However, over the last 10 years the unions have
fought for and gained wages and conditions far
beyond what the community can afford. Now is
the time for moderation by the unions, until our
productivity is again competitive in the market-
place.

The wages pause gave some hope for a recovery
and I find the recent increase in Government
charges abhorrent. How can we expect a recovery
when the Government has the 10 per cent in-
crease syndrome? Here is one of the sources of in-
flation. Smaller Government is the only way to
go. Australia has 25.4 per cent of its work force
employed in the public sector. This percentage is
one of the highest, if not the highest, of the west-
ern countries.

I ind the current price hike for service charges
to the people of Western Australia disgusting.
Most people in the community were prepared for
a wages pause, but when SEC charges rise by I5
per cent, bus and train fares increase by 33 1/3
per cent, and so on, and there is no guidance from
the Government, all we can expect is union unrest
and demands for higher wages creating more un-
employment, even less competition in the market-
place, and therefore more unemployment.

Small business-the greatest employer in Aus-
tralia-also needs encouragement and help.

It is high time for a user-pays system to eventu-
ate. Why should small business be the collector of
taxes? All Government service charges are at a
higher rate for business, with the gross rental
value leading to unrealistic costs to small
business; for example, the proprietor of a 2V2
metres square kiosk in a city arcade, with no
running water, has to pay $800 a year in water
rates.

Payroll tax or employment tax, should be re-
moved. I believe with lower service charges and
no payroll tax, the long-term benefit would be
more employment.

Unemployment should be the priority of every-
one and every Government. The long-term
socIoeconomic results are frightful.

Unemployment appears to be here to stay, but
by implementing the previous recommendations
of user-pays for Government services, and the
abolition of payroll tax, more people will be em-
ployed in small business.

I firmly believe, for the sanity and self-respect
of unemployed people on social security benefits,
that they should give service for pay. If people are
unemployed for long periods, they eventually be-
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come unemployable and grave socioeconomic
problems develop.

By providing work for money received, the un-
fortunate unemployed will have more self-respect
and will lead a happier life, and this will reflect in
greater stability in the homes of the unemployed.

It is time that Governments throughout Aus-
tralia govern instead of being hypnotised by the
vocal minority of the radical "greenies".

The Franklin-below-Gordon River dam in
Tasmania is an example of what can happen. An
impenetrable area would have been opened up to
the public, creating a tremendous tourist attrac-
tion. The best form of power produced is hydro-
electricity, and the dam would have meant that no
fossil fuels were wasted unnecessarily, with no
pollution, and a great deal of employment.

In New South Wales over 500 jobs in forest
management have been lost due to pressure by
-green is"-th is report appeared in The Aus-
tralian of 2 June 1983.

In Western Australia, despite strong support
from the people who should be recognised-the
Forests Department-the "greenies" again won
out to the detriment of employment and the
Shannon River Basin is to be declared a national
park.

I believe many people have forgotten that we
mortals arc a part of the environment-many
people are losing sight of this fact I am not say-
ing that people should just go and destroy, but in
the examples I have mentioned, there is
overwhelming evidence against the "greenies" or
conservationists.

I must show my disappointment at the Labor
Government's First five months of Government.
Firstly, I refer to the election promise to contain
prices while there is a wages freeze. Within a
short time of taking office up went government
charges, not one, two, or three per cent, but an
average of 1 5 per cent. Our Government members
sound like an echo of the Federal Labor Govern-
ment when they say, "We were left with a mass-
ive deficit". I ask members, is $ 14 millIion massive
in a $2 billion turnover?

The second reason for my disappointment is
that the main problem in our community is not
being addressed-perhaps it has been put in the
"too-hard" baskt-that is, unemployment.

The two main problems facing the hard-hit
working people and the unemployed have been
forgotten. Instead we have introduced legislation
such as the excessive prices legislation, and the in-
crease in the tobacco tax-all of which could have
waited for morc important legislation.

The previous Liberal Government did at-
tempt-maybe too late-to help employment with
its job bank.

It is time the Government started on important
legislation; it should not daily on lesser legislation.

The Labor Party policy on the granting of Ab-
original land rights and the resultant Seaman in-
quiry concerns me greatly. I believe the Labor
Party's policy on Aboriginal land rights is dis-
crimination in the extreme and will create our
own form of apartheid in this country.

Much of the South-West Land Division is held
freehold and there is great concern by landowners
in my electorate as to what the inquiry will be
recommending. There is a genuine threat that
parts of their properties will be lost under this
Government's announced policy.

[Applause.)

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Tonkin
(Leader of the House).

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

ADDRESS IN REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting.

MR READ (Mandurah) [4.59 pm,]: In this,
my first opportunity to speak in this House, I wish
to preface my remarks with my congratulations to
you, Mr Speaker, on your newly acquired pos-
ition. In my short association with you, I have ob-
served those qualities which have led to your suc-
cess. I know that this House will be well guided
by you in the furtherance of its business.

I also take the opportunity to congratulate the
Premier on his having led the Australian Labor
Party to such a resounding victory in the State
election of 19 February 1983. This victory signals
the electorate's overwhelming response to the pro-
posal of government by people concerned with the
well-being of all members of' society. There are
many people-average, ordinary people-who
"walk. tall" as a result of 19 February and 5
March. The Premier's success as Leader of the
Australian Labor Party in Western Australia has
shown them that, contrary to what has been ex-
pressed by conservative elements, there is no
shame in being a Labor supporter and voter.

To all new members, I offer my congratulations
and I note with pleasure the number of women in
this sea of new faces.
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1 give special thanks to those members who
have helped me since I entered this House. These
thanks are also extended to the staff of this Par-
liament who have offered immediate assistance to
me on request. I thank also one of the members
opposite, the member for Murray-Wellington. for
his comments on smaller Government. Members
on this side of the House will be delighted to have
his support of the Government's proposed legis-
lation to reduce the numbers in the Legislative
Council from 34 to 22-such a promising sign
augers well for the success of this legislation.

My success in winning my seat is owed to a
number of people and 1 do appreciate this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge them.

Firstly, I thank my wife, Rosemary. who stood
beside me through all stages of the campaign and
provided direction and good advice at all times. I
also thank my family for the strength and support
it gave to me and my campaign. Members will be
aware of the rigours of campaigning and the
strain it places on all in a family situation. My
immediate family and other family members sup-
plied constant encouragement and positive sup-
port to me. I make members aware of the excel-
lence of my campaign committee. A small group,
it more than made up for its numerical size by the
magnitude of' its effort and commitment to the
election of a Labor member for Mandurah. To
this small group of very good friends, I am deeply
indebted.

On the day of the election, I was fortunate to
have tremendous help from a large number of
supporters in the electorate. These people worked
on the booths, provided transport, and generally
assisted, and I record my thanks to them.

To the electors of Mandurah, I express my
gratitude for the opportunity and privilege they
have extended to me to be thir representative in
this House. In return for their confidence, I can
assure them that they will be my number one pri-
ority from this lime on.

One area of concern to me over the years dur-
ing which I have followed and been involved in
politics is the view of politicians held by the gen-
eral public. In case members are unaware of this
fact, I indicate that the general view of this pro-
fession is not very flattering. I believe that, rather
than dwell on the problem, we should address our-
selves to its solution. Without our attempting a
solution, we are indirectly towering the esteem of
this House in the eyes of the general public. I
would like to think that we, as a group, can
change this view by providing strong, responsible
government for the people of this State. Our ac-
tions must always be guided by what is in the best

interests of the people as a whole and not by what
is in the best interests of a small group.

In this regard 1 am disturbed by the tone of the
debate which has emanated from members op-
posite. Denigration and insult by members does
not constitute Positive debate on matters of public
interest and concern.

One of the great enjoyments of my life has been
my involvement in sport. No doubt there are
many members here today who have also had that
enjoyment. We are all extremely proud of our
champions in their various sports, but we must
never lose sight of the object of sport in general.
To me, sport is an enjoyable form of preventative
medicine and should be promoted through all age
groups. This promotion should receive strong sup-
port from all areas-community, local govern-
ment, State Government, and Federal Govern-
ment-and have as its main direction the
involvement of all in the community. In this re-
gard, Mandurah has seen the recent launching of
"Foundation Mandurah", a scheme devised to
help and promote sports and sports people in the
town. The project has had excellent financial
backing from within the area and its committee
has the talent and expertise to ensure its success.

My main association with sport has been
through Australian rules football, a game of great
skill and one which I found exhilarating to play
and watch. I have been involved also over a
number of years in coaching juniors and it is in
this area that I will make some comments. As I
said previously, I believe that involvement for per-
sonal well-being should be the general aim of
sports promotion.

At the junior levels in football, and other
sports, the aims should be the development of
skills associated with the game and the active par-
ticipation of as many boys and girls as possible. It
is at this level that an attitude of fair play can be
developed. From my experience, I believe that, in
general, we have junior coaches and adminis-
trators who follow this philosophy. These people
deserve credit and recognition for the hours they
give to further sport.

Unfortunately, I do not believe that the senior
ranks in football always provide a good example
for the juniors. The way in which football is
"sold" to the general public needs to place more
emphasis on the skill and dexterity of players and
less on the ugly sensationalist scenes that do
occur, but which serve only to detract from the
game and the players involved.

Before my entry into Parliament, I was,
for 24 years, employed as a teacher. Over that
time I met many fine people and made many
valuable friendships. I observed that teachers, as a
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group, are dedicated people who give unstintingly
of their time to their children. It is interesting to
see, for example, the activity that takes place in a
school prior to an athletics carnival, a concert, or
some such event, It is no secret that teachers do a
great deal of work out of hours, wvhether it be
involvement in community activities, coaching
children's sport, or marking or preparing work for
children. Many times they are criticised by those
who are not fully aware of just what they do. I
can recall the lone stand taken by teachers over
recent years to prevent cuts in the education
budget. I point out that these proposed cuts were
not cuts in salary, but involved the reduction of
moneys spent on the education of children- The
actions of these teachers gained the support of
parents and the general public, and the Govern-
ment of the day was forced to rethink its proposal.

Over my years of service, I noted many
changes. Teachers' conditions and salaries are
now much better then they were. For example,
women were, at one stage, paid only approxi-
mately five-eighths of a male salary, even though
they did the same job. Teachers posted to country
appointments were expected in most cases to ar-
rive and locate their own accommodation. My
first night in my first classroom appointment was
spent on a wire-framed camp stretcher without a
mattress. Now generally Government Employees'
Housing Authority or other accommodation, is
available to teachers new to a town.

Classes today are smaller and, despite com-
ments to the contrary, offer the teacher a better
opportunity to teach effectively and thus provide
bctter education for the children. As in all occu-
pations, the levels of knowledge have lifted over
the years, and, correspondingly, teachers of today
are given better training. Teaching strategies,
which were once learned and developed with ex-
perience, are now part of the equipment of today's
teacher.

Teachers today face more pressures than they
did when I First joined the service. The advent of
television has had a profound effect, and children
of today are much more sophisticated than they
were. The teacher's role as an authority has been
replaced and he or she is now seen more as a
guide along the paths of knowledge. With the
upsurge of public awareness of education has
come the pressure of greater public accountability
for the teacher. I am sure members will be aware
of actions in North America where parents have
initiated lawsuits claiming negligence in their
children's educations. Locally, how often have we
seen criticisms by employers that the education
standards of job applicants are below par in
certain areas? I would emphasise that this does

not necessarily signify a need to look to our
teachers. In the vast majority of cases, we must
look to our curriculac to see what revision is
necessary to fit in with society's needs.

All in all, education today is a rapidly changing
scene. It takes little imagination to realise the
responsibilities placed on schools and teachers by
this fact. The education process must provide
preparation for employment, but, at the same
time, must look to preparing people for unemploy-
ment. Perhaps we should term this generally as
"education for life". Within that education for
life, we must also develop attitudes and values,
but this is complicated by the very nature of the
rapid changes in attitudes and values in our so-
ciety today. I do not oppose these changes, but
point out that it is the area of education, and
more directly the teachers, who bear the brunt of
responsibility for adaptability as a result of those
changes.

I now move to the main business of this
speech-to inform this House of some aspects of
my electorate of Mandurah which under the last
electoral distribution, shares the same boundaries
as does the Shire of Mandurab. It extends for
some 43 kilometres along a coastal strip, bounded
on the west by the Indian Ocean and on the east
by the Harvey Estuary, the Peel Inlet, and the
Serpentine River. The southern boundary is lo-
cated at the southern end of the Harvey Estuary
extending south and then west through Lake
Clifton to the coast. The northern boundary ad-
joins the metropolitan boundary at Singleton.

Mandurah was first settled approximately 1830
and the name of Thomas Peel is synonymous with
this settlement. About the same time, one Henry
Edward Hall took up land on the western side of
the estuary and his name is remembered in the
area known as Halls Head, Mandurah. This
name, Halls Head, is very much to the fore in the
newspapers today with the development of the
area. Hall's cottage is still to be seen on the west-
ern side of the estuary, just over the Mandurah
Bridge. The area gradually grew into a small vil-
lage and the development of the Fishing industry
gave it an extra direction from the one of farming.

To gain more feeling for the era, I read exten-
sively from an excellent book written by Ronald
Richards and published by the Shire of Murray,
entitled The Murray District of Western Aus-
tralia-A History. These men and women of early
times were indeed pioneers, and they are to be ad-
mired for their courage and dedication in battling
terrible conditions to establish a settlement. Those
who were in enforced service also deserve men-
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ion; some of these people gave extensively of
themselves in the development of the area.

Mr Speaker, in reading through this book, 1
came across two sections which caught my eye
and I would like to now quote from pages 25 and
26 of the book as follows-

However, the white man's clothes soon at-
tracted dirt, for the Aborigines had neither
soap nor water; flour and sugar rotted their
teeth; the blankets so kindly handed out got
wet in the winter, unlike the bauka, and gave
them pneumonia and a tendency for
tuberculosis. In going amongst the white man
the Aborigine caught his diseases-measles.
whooping cough, venereal disease-and the
regimentation and discipline of the white
man's habits were alien to the old natural
life. He could not cope and was again called
lazy and stupid. Yet the natives had adapted
to a most singular environment and had
dwelt in it for many thousands of years with-
out harming it-a record which 'civilized'
man might well envy-but even so, they
could not compete against the white man's
ambition, organization and material advan-
tage, as the following pages will tell.

My second quote is from page 299 of the same
book. It reads as follows-

The natives always moved from place to
place in the old days, never staying for long
in any one camp. This meant that the
campsites rarely became unhygienic, but
after the settlers came, movement became
more difficult and less necessary, so they
tended to congregate in large numbers and
became more sedentary in their habits. Hy-
giene thereby suffered and disease spread
more rapidly. With this breakdown in the
traditional way of living, many-especially
the younger ones and half-castes-found
their only joy in the blind oblivion of drink.
Unfortunately there were always white
people who were prepared to sell liquor il-
legally, and exploit the natives unmercifully
when they developed a craving for it.

I think those comments Provide food for thought.
Mandurah continued to develop, but did suffer

some setbacks with the event of the railway being
extended to Pinjarra in 1893. Previous to this it
had held some advantage in location in that it
could use transport by sea, but this was sometimes
a dubious advantage because of the shallow Water
on the estuary bar. Before the turn of the century,
efforts were made to extend the railway from
Robb Jetty to Mandurab, but were to no avail. I
feel that those who made those efforts would feel

justified in their efforts in view of Mandurab
today. I personally feel that the need for a railway
to Mandurab still exists and I will continue to
investigate the feasibility of this becoming a re-
ality.

I do not wish to hold up the business of the
house by recounting the history of Mandurah.
Suffice it to say that it is extremely interesting
and I would recommend to all members that they
read Ronald Richard's book.

Mr Burket~t: Hear, hear!

Mr READ: Mandurah today is a great place to
live. Despite the busy tourist movement during
the year, the area still retains the relaxed atmos-
phere that is a noted attraction of the town. A
feature of Mandurah's growth-and it is the
fastest growing town in the south-west and poss-
ibly the State-is the number of people who, be-
fore settling in the town, were regular holiday-
makers in Mandurak. The growth rates over the
last decade bear examination as they provide sub-
Stance to my argument and my belief that
Mandurah is set for an exciting decade ahead.
Over the 10 years from 1971 to 198 1, the average
rate of growth was 7.87 per cent. In the five years
from 1971 to 1976, the rate was 6.82 per cent, but
in the second Five years of the decade, the rate
jumped to 8.92 per cent.

The projected population figures indicate that
we can have confidence in the continuation of this
growth. The projected population for 1983 is
16 437, in 1985 it is 17 903, and for 1986 the pro-
jected population is 19 500. These igures were
calculated by the Department of Industrial, Com-
mercial and Regional Development, south-west
regional office, Bunbury, and used on page 7 in
that department's 1983 production "The South
West Region of Western Australia-A Regional
Profile".

Mandurab has not escaped the effects of the
present economic situation, but I feel chat we are
set to turn the corner on the was' back to recovery.
There is an air of confidence and excitement
growing in the town. Things are starting to move.
People are beginning to pull together, realising
that they must put aside differences if the town is
to benefit and continue to grow. I believe this
combined effort can be best illustrated by a quick
review of some of the major events which have
taken place in Mandurah recently or which will
take place in the future.

The Halls Head Western Open Golf Tourna-
ment is an annual event which has attracted top
flight golfers from Overseas- It is played on one of
the most attractive golf courses one could ever
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wish to see and goes from strength to strength
each year.

The Halls Head pentathlon relay is an event re-
cently introduced with immediate success. The
events comprised running, swimming, canoeing,
bike riding, and horse riding. I believe that, taking
into account the enthusiasm shown for this year's
event, next year will see an even bigger partici-
pation of teams. I am tempted to boast of the suc-
cess of the Read family team in winning the fam-
ily section of the pentathlon, but an innate pro-
pensity to honesty directs me to confess that ours
was the only team in this section.

In the near future, we will be holding the
inaugural Mandurah country games where towns
will present teams to compete in golf,' tennis ,bowls, pool, and an event known as "anything
goes". I am sure that these games will be an out-
standing success. Invitations have been dispatched
to various towns and, at this time, the response
has been excellent.

The Kanyana Carnival is an annual event in
Mandurah, usually held on the long weekend in
January. I have been privileged to view the early
plans for this carnival and I can assure members
that it will be an occasion to remember: In fact, I
extend to all members of this House and of the
Legislative Council an invitation to attend this
event. I can assure all who attend that they will
enjoy themselves while benefiting from the re-
laxed atmosphere that is Mandurah.

Perhaps the greatest attraction of Mandurah is
its waterways. This year has been a bumper year
for prawns and crabs, but one real regret I have is
that this did not receive the publicity from the
media that it deserved. The problems of the estu-
ary have been highlighted in the media and a COr-
responding loss of confidence in Mandurah has
been experienced.

As I said, Mandurah's main attraction is its es-
tuary. The past member for Murray, who also
represented Mandurah, had this to say in his
maiden speech in this House on Thursday, 8
August 1974-

These waters are a tremendous natural
asset and, in a number of ways, are almost
unique. However, currently they are at risk,
mainly due to an increase in the growth of
weed and algae.

Later, in the same speech he said-
Apart from the Fishermen, the thousands

of local residents and tourists who visit the
area to indulge in the many leisure activities
that are offering there, such as fishing, crab-
bing, prawning, and boating, are subjected to
a great deal of inconvenience. The problem is

also inconveniencing those who have homes
bordering the area, because when this weed
begins to rot the stench that emanates from it
has to be smelt to be believed.

The previous member stated the position excel-
lently and I would not attempt to improve on this.

There are some very encouraging signs that the
solution to the weed and algae problem may be in
sight. The previous Government does deserve
credit for the studies and actions it initiated in
this direction.

It is up to the present Government to carry on
that work, giving it the full support, financial or
otherwise, that it requires. A $70 000 study and a
symposium in November would indicate that sup-
port. With a clean estuary, Mandurah's growth
will continue and developments aimed at comp-
lementing the attraction of the town will take
place.

The estuary problem is an ongoing one, but
very much in the thoughts of Mandurah people. I
urge, and will continue to urge, this Government
to pull out all stops to achieve a speedy solution.
The people of Mandurah realise fully the import-
ance of the estuary to the town. I think the 19
February election indicated that they are con-
cerned.

I would now like to draw the attention of the
House to some facts regarding Mandurah. These
facts are drawn from the Shire of Mandurah
social area analysis as prepared by the shire
planner and the shire planning assistant. Before
presenting these, I commend the excellence of this
document and point out that it is the first social
area analysis to be completed in Australia using
the June 1981 census figures.

Mandurah has, in the past, been regarded as a
retirement town. In the 1966 census, 38.5 per cent
of the population fell within the over-60-years-of-
age bracket, but 10 years later, this figure had
dropped to 30.5 per cent and it dropped further to
26 per cent in 198 1. While this decline is quite re-
markable, the appeal of Mandurah as a place to
which to retire remains very strong. The influx of
family groups to Mandurah is indicated by the
growth from 11.5 per cent to 16.5 per cent in the
30-to-44-years-old age group. In 1966, the 15-to
29-years-old age group registered 12 per cent and
this increased to 19 per cent by 1981. A point of
interest is found in the under- IS-years-old age
group. The increase from 1966 to 1981 was only
2.9 per cent, but this represented an increase in
numbers from 1 143 to 5 584.

In the area of residential mobility, Mandurah
again produces some interesting facts. Rather
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than enumerate them, I quote a sentence from
page 10 of the study previously mentioned-

The level of mobility recorded for
Mandurab is more than twice the average re-
corded for most western cities, and helps to
illustrate the dynamic growth rate experi-
enced by the Shire during the previous five
years.

When one examines the information provided in
this study in relation to ethnic groups in
Mandurah, one finds that further facts of interest
emerge. In the 1981 census, one Mandurab resi-
dent in five was born overseas and 74.5 per cent
of these were born in the United Kingdom or the
Republic of Eire. Other ethnic groups comprise
4.9 per cent of the total population and originate,
in order of numbers from Holland, Germany,
India, Africa, Asia, and Italy.

I was most interested to see the facts emerge
regarding household incomes for Mandurah. The
Halls Head area fares best in this category. In the
new Halls Head area, in excess of 50 per cent of
households have incomes of over $18 000 per
annum. The older area of Halls H-ead recorded
between 35 per cent and 40 per cent in the same
bracket. By comparison, incomes of less than
$10 000 per annum were recorded for 50 per cent
of households in the town centre and the Dudley
Park areas. It is interesting to note that, in the
identification of problems of a social nature
within the electorate, there is close correlation
with areas of limited financial means. There is
also correlation between these low income areas
and areas of dense old age pensioner settlement.

My aim in presenting the previous information
was to give some brief picture of the demography
of Mandurah. I would now like to acquaint the
members present with some of the aspects and
problems of Mandurah.

There is intense interest in the canals issue. The
debate for and against has been in progress now
for Some time with various interest groups using
the medium of the local newspapers to express
their opinions. The one concern to me in this de-
bate is the attack which has been made on some
shire councillors because of the stance they have
taken. In their defence, I must say that I feel that
they are attempting to represent their ratepayers'
interests and only time will tell if they are right or
wrong. These attacks lower the esteem in which
shire councillors and officers and local govern-
ment in general are held and are of no credit to
their proponents.

Unemployment is, of course, a problem com-
mon to all areas at this time. The recent an-
nouncement by Alcoa that Wagerup will start up

in February is very heartening news for the area.
The approach of summer also brings hope in the
holiday makers and day-trippers' visits to the
town, as Mandurah relies heavily on the tourist
trade.

With a quarter of the population in the 60
years and over bracket, problems with transport
emerge. The existing b-is service is provided by
the Metropolitan Transport Trust and this is not
proving adequate for the town. While realising
that cost factors enter into the argument. I believe
that a town bus service is fast approaching the
stage of urgent necessity.

One of the transport problems associated with
the elderly is the difficulty they experience in
visiting the Murray District Hospital, located in
Pinjarra. There is no bus service, so when one
partner of an elderly couple needs hospitalisation,
it is difficult for the other to visit. I believe that,
with the past and expected future growth of
Mandurah, the time is right for this Government
to entertain the proposition of a public hospital
for Mandurah. The Minister for Health has indi-
cated to me that Mandurah's development is
being watched in this regard.

While still on transport, I must say that I be-
lieve the time is also right to give close examin-
ation to the idea of a railway link from Fremantle
to Mandurah then on to Pinjarra to join the
existing line. Population development will occur, I
believe, in a north-south direction along the
metropolitan coast and I envisage the day when
fast rail services will be the main transport link
between these outer areas and the inner metro-
politan area. Provide a top quality service and
people will use it.

With the increase in numbers of young families
taking up residence in Mandurah, the shire is
presented with the need to consider such things as
a child care centre and the development of added
leisure areas. A cultural centre is needed now and
I will be supportive of the shire in its efforts to es-
tablish one. The bypass bridge will alleviate some
or the traffic problems associated with busy
periods in the town when, at long last, it is built.

As I said earlier, Mandurah is beginning to
move. It is an exciting place in which to live, with
an active, thinking shire and a population vitally
interested in its town. I have been warned by
some Opposition members that, with the Govern-
ment's proposed electoral reform, the seat of
Mandurab will disappear. To those of that op-
inion, I say this: Mandurah is here to stay. I hold
no doubts about Mandurah's future as a major
centre of this State and this country.

[Applause.]
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MRt MeNEE (Mt. Marshall) [5.27 p.m.]: May
I extend my congratulations to you Mr Speaker,
on your elevation to the honoured position of
Speaker. I would like to extend my thanks to the
members of the staff, for the courtesy they have
extended to me since my election to Parliament. It
has been very much appreciated. I thank also the
members on both sides of the House for the cour-
teous way I have been received by them.

I would like also to place on record my con-
gratulations and expression of good will to Mr
McPharlin. who represented the electorate of Mt.
Marshall for 16 years prior to my election to this
house. I know Mrs McPharlin was a great help to
him over those years and I wish them both well.

I thank also the electors of Mt. Marshall who
have elected me to this house. I am humble and
have pride in the fact they have elected me. I
hope I will be able to give to them the type of rep-
resentation to which they have been accustomed.

The electorate of Mt. Marshall covers some 14
shires and the most interesting point is that it
covers 78 098 square kilometres. With the excep-
tion of some mining in the Shire of Yilgarn the
electorate is dependent entirely upon agriculture.

I might add, in passing, that it is with some re-
gret we have noticed the closure of the
Koolyanobbing mine. While I believe the old
Government did all that was possible to be done
to ensure the retention of that mine, it appears its
closure is imminent.

I am proud to represent a rural electorate as, in
fact, rural industries are most efficient. The Aus-
tralian rural industry is noted across the world for
its efficiency. In fact, the Australian farmer feeds
70 other people. In America the farmer feeds 59
people.

Mr Tonkin: Most efficient.
Mr MeNEE: It is all right by me if the Minis-

ter wishes to carry on. In Western Europe the
farmer feeds 19 people and the world average is
that farmers each feed 5 people. The point I
would like to make is that if other industries were
to follow our cead we would not be in our present
dilemma.

Western Australia has 10 per cent of the
nation's farms, and they produce 15 per cent of
the nation's rural income. Let us get things in per-
spective. On a 10-year average-and 10-year
averages are important in the rural industry-we
produce in the order of 30 per cent of the nation's
wheat and 22 per cent of the nation's sheep.

People urge continually that the social services
budget ought to be increased, and I agree with
that; but nevertheless we have to ind the where-

withal to fill the social services bill. That money
comes from our export earnings. It is important to
note that 75 per cent of our total rural output
goes overseas. About 98 per cent of our wool, 93
per cent of our wheat, and approximately 50 per
cent of our meat is exported. In round Figures,
Western Australia accounts for 30 per cent of
total Australian exports of rural products.

I believe rural industries are facing their
greatest crisis. In an article in today's Country-
man a farm consultant says that growing wheat is
a new ball game. I do not have time to go into
that now but what he says in that article is true.
Rural industries are facing their greatest crisis for
two reasons. One is the cost-price squeeze which
is the greatest I have seen, and I am sure it is the
greatest seen by people who have been in the in-
dustry longer than I have. It has been exacerbated
in my electorate by drought.

In each year from 1976 to 1982 inclusive every
part of my electorate has been affected by
drought. The effects range from severe to moder-
ate. As I have pointed out, my electorate covers
78 000 square kilometres, from Wongan Hills in
the west to the eastern boundaries of the Yilgarn
Shire. Of course, different climatic and other con-
ditions are found in that area.

It is to the credit of those farmers that they
have survived in such hostile conditions. They had
to make a great number of decisions during those
years to enable them to continue operations and
ensure their viability. It is interesting to note the
gross level of debt among Western Australian
farmers in 1975-76 was $419 million. By 1980-81
it had grown to approximately $870 million.
Those figures are important because if we are to
look at rural industry as something we can
squeeze more tax out of, I suggest the lemon is
about squeezed dry. I understand from today's
Press that the bill now standsat $1.12 billion. The
principal reason for that is the compounding ef-
fect of one bad season after another.

Let us look at the effect of bad seasons because
some definite changes have taken place in
agriculture. Sheep numbers have had to be
reduced. I do not believe farmers in my electorate
did that without any thought, nor did they like
particularly placing their eggs in one basket; they
were faced with little choice. Let us look at what
they did in the years 1975-76 to 1981-82, for
which I have rounded the figures. In 1975-76 they
planted 3.2 million hectares of wheat. It is im-
portant to note that in 1976-77 planting increased
by 142 500 hectares. That is an average increase.
By 1981-82, 4.6 million hectares had been
planted, an increase of 1.4 million hectares.
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The wheat produced in 1975-76, which was the
last normal season in my electorate, amounted to
4.1 million tonnes. That is a Western Australian
average: all the figures I have given are average
figures. In 1981-82 we produced a total of 4.8
million tonnes-an -increase of 680000 tonnes.
This compared with an increased planting of 1.4
million hectares. One does not need to be an
Einstein to work out that farmers were trying to
recover their position as quickly as possible. With
those sorts of yields, however, the reverse was
happening. That is the reason their debt has in-
creased.

I am not suggesting for one moment that every
farmer in my electorate is in dire straits, but I am
endeavouring to alert the Government to the pres-
ent situation, which is a serious one. It needs at-
tention. It is fair to say that during those years
some plantings of wheat took place in wetter
areas. The reason was that meat prices have not
been tremendously attractive in recent years and
farmers in areas which do not grow large
quantities of wheat have increased sowing. Many
farmers have had to reduce their sheep numbers
to enable them to increase plantings in poor
seasons.

Mt. Marshall in any case is predominantly a
wheat growing area, and while sheep are a profit-
able enterprise, they are not considered to be an
alternative. Farmers in my area are aware of the
problems confronting them when they consider in-
creasing rotations. With increasing rotation comes
land degradation and other problems of which
farmers in my electorate are aware. Some farmers
are looking at a programme of lupin growing and
are developing expertise in that field. Some are
looking towards rotating wheat and lupins, but
are bearing in mind all the aspects that people
consider might go wrong and are watching closely
the condition of the soil and so on.

Many changes are occurring. Direct drilling or
minimum cultivation is another project being
tried by a great number of farmers and while it
has not yet received complete acceptance, I have
no doubt it will as the problems are ironed out.
Conditions can change from district to district
and even from paddock to paddock. That is the
reason farmers in many cases are reluctant to
make fast changes from one accepted system to
another. It is true to say that many changes in
agriculture are occurring; some will be thrown out
for all sorts of reasons, It is important to ensure
we have a stable form of agriculture and that the
farmer maintains his viability; that is important
to all of us.

I would like to remind members of the figures I
mentioned for the 1976-1982 period. For a farmer

to recover from his bad position, he must increase
his plantings. He increased his plantings because
that was the singular choice left to him. However,
in doing that, he increased his debt loan. I under-
stand the average debt on a farm in 1982 in West-
ern Australia was about $88 000. A number of
reasons contributed to that debt: For example,
machinery prices.

In 1975 a popular self-propelled header was
selling for about $16000. By 1979 the same
machine cost in the vicinity of $46 000, and today
it is almost double that. We see the same stagger-
ing situation in every area.

It must be borne in mind that farmers sell their
produce on a world market-they are price takers
and not price setters. However, they operate very
efficiently in a system that is overloaded with
price setters. For far too long farmers have been
asked to hold up the economy of this nation with
little assistance of any substance other than short-
term loans. It is important to emphasise the fact
that we race a crisis point.

On the one hand, as I pointed out, farmers are
facing an increasing cost-price squeeze, and on
the other hand, they are attempting to deal with
the results of drought. When the Premier left to
attend the Premiers' Conference a few weeks ago
he passed the remark that Western Australia was
capable of pulling Australia out of its problems. I
guess the Premier had become confused because
the Press was talking about the record amount of
wheat we had produced-and that was true-but
the Press did not say that a record number of hec-
tares had been planted to grow that wheat.

We can pull this State out of its dilemma pro-
vided we receive some reasonable consideration. A
farmer makes a decision to decrease stock and to
increase cropping only after careful consideration.
It takes some time for the result of that decision
to come fully on stream. It is unfortunate that
farmers are expected to handle a decision like
that-necessarily a long-term decision-with
short-term finance. If a farmer decides to change
his pattern of farming, naturally it does not hap-
pen in one year. It takes some time to bring such
alterations on stream. It is very difficult for a
farmer to make such a decision and on many oc-
casions the availability of finance and the terms of
obtaining that finance will influence his de-
cision-and the decision is not always in the best
interests of the farmer.

Perhaps on some occasions a short-term de-
cision is made on what is really a long-term prob-
lem and the farmer is led into a disastrous situ-
ation because the short-term decision will not fit
in with his long-term pattern.

1244



[Thursday, 18 August 19831 14

I am always assured that farmers get lots of
things for nothing. I cannot find out what these
things are, but I do understand that that is a criti-
cism that we hear. I have had figures provided to
me by the Primary Industry Association in regard
to drought loans. We know it is true that farmers
who were granted drought loans were given a two-
year holiday from re-payments, but the interest
rates of these loans still works out at about 16 per
cent over a seven-year period. In years three to
seven of the repayment of such a loan, the repay-
ment is 24.3c in the dollar. So that means, taken
over the seven years, the repayment is 24c in the
dollar-about 16 per cent. If those loans were ex-
tended for a further two years, the repayment
would drop to approximately 18c in the dollar and
that would make extra funds available to the
farmer.

These extra funds could be used to generate
capital either to increase his plantings or ]his stock
or to take some other position which would allow
him to increase his productivity and perhaps
reduce his outstanding debts. That was *an exer-
cise to point out to members that it is not a
question of farmers getting things for nothing.

We must do something about helping farmers
to get back into a viable situation. They need to
be in such a situation and, rest assured, the
Government needs them to be in it because it
needs their help.

Concern is often expressed for the future of
country towns. The businesses in those towns are
under a great deal of pressure to provide goods
and services at reasonable prices. It must be re-
membered that in many cases country people are
in competition with businesses in much larger
centres or in the cities. Country businessmen are
affected by the seasonal demands placed on them
and by the nature of the seasonal operation of the
communities they serve, yet they are expected to
have readily available machinery parts, sprays,
etc. This causes some problems. It is not unusual
for a chemical supply company to carry $250 000
worth of stock. Of course the decision as to the
chemicals to be used is up to the farmer, so the
chemical supplier has to try to cover all event-
ualities.

A dealer in machinery parts would be expected
to carry stock worth approximately $200 000 to
5500 000. In both those cases there are heavy
commitments of capital, plus the ongoing cost
either of providing or servicing the capital. If a
businessman uses his own capital, that money is
not working anywhere else. Machinery dealers
must carry large stocks of parts which are not
necessarily fast movers-as the trade calls them.
Nonetheless, these parts must be carried.

Freight is another problem for country
businessmen, although the businessmen in my
electorate tell me that the problems are being
ironed out and they are now starting to get a bet-
ter service. They are starting to win the freight
battle, but there are still some problems. Let us
hope that these can be ironed out in time.

These people create a great deal of employ-
ment. Many of them conduct very sound
businesses with little or no help from anyone
else-probably they are more impeded than they
are assisted. So they are the last in the line for as-
sistance.

Another problem in the electorate of Mt. Mar-
shall is salinity. It causes a great deal of concern;
naturally enough the farmers are concerned about
all forms of soil erosion, be they caused by the
wind or otherwise. It is estimated that 264 000
hectares of land for cropping in Western Aus-
tralia are affected by salinity. In fact, in two
shires the figure has reached 140 hectares per af-
fected farm.

Many people have tried a number of ways of
solving the problem. Some people approached Mr
Harry Whittington and used his system-the
Whittington interceptor system-and many of
those people reported an improvement in their
situation after that treatment. Others have
invested in deep drains, slotted plastic pipes, or
deep ripping in an endeavour to combat the prob-
lem. One of the problems is that no matter that a
great deal has been written and spoken about the
problem, the farmers have still received no lead as
to what they ought to do to solve it. We need a
great deal more research channelled through the
people with expertise, be they farmers, scientists,
researchers, or whatever.

I am sure that results in respect of the conser-
vation of soil and the prevention of salination will
be achieved through the co-ordination of the ac-
tivities of many people. It is important that we
ind an answer to the question because, until we

do, our gross national product will be affected
now and for a long time in the future.

Part of the northern boundary of the electorate
of Mt. Marshall runs through the Shires of
Dalwallinu, Wongan Hills, Koorda, Mt. Mar-
shall, Mukinbudin, and Westonia. Although those
shires are very productive, they need water. I
know of many farming areas adjacent to the
Kalgoorlie pipeline which have no water.
Nonetheless, the Agaton water scheme has re-
ceived a great deal of attention in recent times. A
great deal has been done in an endeavour to pro-
vide water; but as yet nothing has proved satisfac-
tory. The authorities have tried to reline dams,
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and that has not proved satisfactory. A
desalinator has been used, but it has not been very
effective. Trials on drought proofing farms have
been conducted, but the cost of drought proofing
a farm is approximately $25 a hectare, and it will
not receive general acceptance at that price. The
cost of installing the system is beyond the ca-
pacity of most farmers, and it will require a
reasonable price to attract farmers to it.

The Department of Agriculture has done a
great deal of work in trying to drought proof
farms by using dams and roaded catchments, but
the problem is that the land in those areas does
not hold the water very well and long periods are
experienced when it does not rain very often.
Sometimes it does not rain at all. That makes the
solution an even more difficult one. However, I
was interested to read the following report in a
newspaper on 10 February 1983-

In conjunction with the Australian Labor
Party candidate for Mt. Marshall, Mr Bob
Couzens, and the ALP candidate for Central
Province, Mr Roy Little, the Oppositions
spokesman for Water Resources Mr Parker,
gave firm commitments on the party's atti-
tude towards the implementation of the
much discussed Agaton water scheme.

He announced at Mukinbudin that the
ALP would move immediately to have the
scheme listed as a No I priority for appli-
cation for Federal funds and that on gaining
government the first stage would be put into
operation.

"This scheme", he said, "was an essential
service to the people who would be served by
it, and therefore should have the priority
listing it so deserved.

"For far too long the needs of country
people have been neglected, and a State
Labor Government would rectify this injus-
tice.

"People living in areas not now reticulated
are equally entitled to Government regard to
provide those services at a fair and equitable
cost, the same as those areas already ser-
viced," Mr Parker concluded.

I hope that attention will be paid Ito that promise
to the same extent as that paid to the promise to
reopen the Perth-Fremantle railway line. The rail-
way line is a net loss to the State, but I am
offering a project that will be a net gain. If the
Government is really dinkum about providing

jobs, that would be a good place to start rather
than finding ways of wasting money as we always
find Governments do. I mention the old REDS
scheme as probably the greatest waste of money;
it appears that the present Government might be
heading into that sort of thing again.

Water was mentioned in the House the other
day. I was interested to learn of a lady in my elec-
torate who has three school aged children and
who carts in the order of 10 000 litres of water a
week to her home. I am sure the ladies opposite
will j .oin with rme in encouraging the Government
to uphold its promise in that regard. Of course, it
goes without saying that the Government is keen
to legislate our people out of existence; but that
will not happen while I am here.

If we take a brief look into the future, we will
find that the farming industries will maintain
their efficiency. Certainly they will continue to
produce in the way that they have, and I assure
the House that if we could perfect depth control
at seeding time, and if we made better use of
chemicals and phosphates, we could increase our
efficiency by 10 per cent.

I have been approached by a number of
business people in my electorate who have asked
me to point out that their businesses are under a
threat because of the bounties that have been
placed on headers- Some of the dealers have
numbers of these machines on the water, and they
are in a difficult situation. They are faced with
the fact that the average price of a machine has
risen from $140 000-as if that was not bad
enough-to approximately $160 000. They are
frustrated, and they have expressed the greatest
concern because of the actions of the Federal
Government.

I realise, Mr Speaker, that this i.% not your
problem, but I ask you to give your assistance to
my people. The Federal Government could have
helped the local manufacturer by giving it $2
million, but the Government chose not to do so. It
chose to tax the industry to the extent of $14
million. The jobs of the supporters of the Federal
Government are being put on the line. I ask
you-I implore you, Mr Speaker-to ask the Fed-
eral Government whether that is really what it
wants to do.

I can recall someone telling me that the Labor
Government would create 70 000 new jobs. I have
lost count of the number of jobs it has destroyed.
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Leavye to Continue Speech
I seek leave to continue my speech at the next

sitting.
Leave granted.
[Applause.]
Debate thus adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

MR TONKCIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the
House) [6.00 p.m.]: Before moving the adjourn-
ment of the House, I apologise to the member for

Mt. Marshall for interjecting while he was speak-

ing. I was actually going to agree with him, but it
was such an excellent speech that I forgot for a

moment it was a maiden speech.

I mUov-

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.01 pm.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT
Government positions: Preference

637. Mr WATT, to the Premier:

When a Government position becomes
vacant and the position is advertised, if
the qualifications of the applicants are
equal is it the Government's policy to
give preference to applicants who are
unemployed?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Appointments are made according to
merit, having regard for qualifications,
experience, suitability and any other re-
quirements for the particular position.

652. This question was further postponed.

DR MICHAEL WOOD AND DR JOHN
WOOD

Employment by Government

664. Mr O'CON NOR, to the Premier:

(1) Are Michael Wood and John Wood em-
ployed by the Government in any ca-
pacity?

(2) If "Yes", in what capacity and at what
salary?

(3) What duties does each perform?
(4) When was each appointed and for what

term?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Dr M. Wood-

Acting Assistant Director,
Policy Secretariat
Department of the Premier and
Cabinet
Salary: $3? 698 p.a.

Dr J. Wood-
Director, State Employment Task
Force
Salary: $39 187 p.a.

(3) Dr M. Wood-
Assists the Director, Policy Sec-
retariat, in all aspects of the activi-
ties of the Policy Secretariat, in
particular with regard to the
Government's legislative pro-
gramme, briefing notes for the
Premier and research and special
projects.

Dr J. Wood-
Directs the activities of the task
force.
Acts as secretary of the task force
steering committee and as a mem-
ber of the State committee which
decides allocation of Common-
wealth job-creation moneys.
Liaises with representatives of the
Commonwealth Government on the
compatibility of Commonwealth
Government employment pro-
grammes with State needs.
Liaises with other State Govern-
ment departments and agencies,
educational institutions and the pri-
vate sector concerning the develop-
ment and implementation of em-
ployment and training programmes.

(4) Dr M. Wood commenced as Acting As-
sistant Director on 7 April 1983. His ap-
pointment is on a temporary basis pend-
ing a substantive appointment to the
position of assistant director.
Dr J. Wood commenced duty on 29
March 1983. His term expires on 30
June 1985.

TEMPORARY REDUCTION OF REMUNER-
ATION (SENIOR PUBLIC OFFICERS) BILL

Number Affected and Savings

668. Mr O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) In regard to the salary cuts proposed by
the Temporary Reduction of Remuner-
ation Bill, how many Officers will be
"affected persons" under each of the fol-
lowing remuneration groups:
(a) $29 500-$30 500,
(b) $30 501-$31 500;
(c) $31 501-$32 500;
(d)

(e)
MC
(g)
(h)

$32 501-$33 500;
$33 501-$40 000;
$40 001-$50 000;
$50 001-$60 000;
$60 001 and above?

(2) H-ow much will be saved by the cuts in
each category?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2)

(a)
(b)
(C)
(d)
(e)
(M
(g)
(h)

No. of
Officers
Affected

693
359
436
347

1 091
424
343
25

Savings

303 219
448 779
894 749

1 066 044
3928431
1880470
1 839 457

123 940

TEMPORARY REDUCTION OF REMUINER-
ATION (SENIOR PUBLIC OFFICERS) BILL

Number Affected and Exemptions

669. Mr O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) How many "affected persons" (as de-
fined by section 3 of the Temporary
Reduction of Remuneration Bill) are
there in each category as listed under
sections 3 (I) (a) (i) to 3 (1) (b) inclus-
ive?

(2) What are the aggregate savings for each
category?

(3) How many persons fall into each
category under sections 3 (2) (a) to (i)
inclusive of the same Bill?

(4) How much would have been saved in
each category had those persons not
been exempted by subsection (2) of the
Bill?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2)

Scciiu,, 30(); i
Nii

No' or
orrcl~rb
I 7 37

137
I 099

4

1 036

8
9

1

3'

$w~n

5510391
35S 971

1 790805
16 000
23 729
71 869

5S 430
S35125
30625
6 12$

12250
52025
6 125
6 125

The remainder of the information re-
quested is still being compiled and will
be tabled in due course.

(401

DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND
CABINET

Staiff Number

671. Mr O'CONNOR, to the Premier:
(I) How many employees are there in the

Department of Premier and Cabinet-

(a) occupying Public Service items;

(b) other?
(2) What were the comparative figures in

the Premier's Department prior to him
taking office?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) (a) 69;

(b) 114.
(2) (a) 91;

(b) 94.
The member should be aware that the
responsibilities of the new Department
of Premier and Cabinet are far greater
than the responsibilities of the former
Premier's Department.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT: REVENUE

Levying and Collection: Syst em

693. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) Referring him to his announcement of

the major Government study into the
system of levying and collecting re-
sources revenue, as reported in The
West Australian of 1 2 August, what
form did the talks between the Govern-
ment, the Confederation of WA Indus-
try, the WA Chamber of Mines, the As-
sociation of Mining and Exploration
Companies and the Australian Pet-
roleum Exploration Association, take?

(2) In relation to each group, when did
these talks take place?

(3) (a) Were these groups invited to com-
ment in writing on the proposed
terms of reference of the study,
prior to its announcement, and

(b) who will conduct the study?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The Premier, Deputy Premier

and Minister for Mines met representa-
tives of the mining industry over break-
fast on Thursday, I I August 1983.

(3) (a) These groups were invited to com-
ment on draft terms of reference
during discussions held with them
prior to the announcement of the
study.
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(b) The study will be conducted by the
mineral revenues study group
headed by an independent director
who will be supported by research
staff from the Departments of Re-
sources Development, Mines, and
Treasury.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT: REVENUE

Levying and Collection: System

699. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier:

(1) In relation to the Government's an-
nounced study into the system of levying
and collecting resources revenue as an-
nounced in The West Australian of 12
August, are any advisory committees or
study groups to be formed to either as-
sist or support this study?

(2) If so, what is the nature of these com-
mittees or study groups?

(3) What will be the purpose of forming
these committees or study groups?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) A mineral revenues study group is

being formed to conduct the study. It
will be headed by an independent direc-
tor who will be responsible for the study
and direct the group. Departments of
Resources Development, Mines, and
Treasury will provide research staff for
the group.
A mineral revenues advisory committee
has been formed to advise on the general
direction of the study and monitor its
progress. The committee consists of the
Director General, Department of Mines;
the Co-ordinator, Department of Re-
sources Development; and the Under
Treasurer; or their nominees.

HOUSING: PENSIONERS

Rents: Relief

706. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) Is it a fact that invalid pensioners over
the age of 50 years are eligible for as-
sistance under the State Housing Com-
mission rent relief scheme?

(2) Is it a fact that single pensioners, paying
$30 per week rent in the private sector,
are eligible for assistance of $6.50 per
week?

(3) If "Yes" to (1) and (2), can he please
explain why a single invalid pensioner

under the age of 50 years is not eligible
for any form of assistance?

(4) Would he please say whether he is pre-
pared to review the criteria for eligibility
for assistance under the scheme to in-
clude single invalid pensioners under the
age or 50 years?

Mr WILSON replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) A single pensioner prior to the May

1983 increase in pensions would have re-
ceived $6.50 per week in assistance.
Subsequent to this pension increase the
rate of assistance is $6.00 per week.

(3) Due to the limitation of funding it has
been found necessary to confine the level
of assistance to strict criteria. These cri-
teria were those approved by the pre-
vious Government.

(4) The present Government is very con-
cerned about the exclusion of those
referred to and has instigated a review
of the criteria for rent relief which is
currently being undertaken and this re-
view will include the matter of assist-
ance to single invalid pensioners under
the age of 50 years.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Wicke pin

707. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Works:
(1) When was the contract let for

improvements to the Wickepin primary
school oval?

(2) With regard to those matters relating to
levelling, covering with topsoil and seed-
ing, can he say-
(a) what levels have been taken by the

Public Works Department to ascer-
tain the oval has been properly lev-
elled;

(b) are the levels available for scrutiny;
(c) what provisions were included in

the contract to ensure the oval
would be covered with suitable top-
soil;

(d) was the topsoil applied by the con-
tractors ever sampled by the Public
Works Department to ascertain its
suitability;

(e) why was the oval not seeded prior
to the commencement of winter
rains;

(f) in view of the poor standard of lev-
elling and topsoil will he withhold
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payment to the contractor until the
oval is brought up to a reasonable
standard?

Mr McIVER replied:

(1) Base filling soil was donated by Co-op-.
erative Bulk Handling in early 1982.
Spreading of the soil was carried out by
Mr Fulford early in 1982 free of charge.
The contract was let for the completion
of the oval development, including
spreading of the top-soil, to J. J.
Archibald and Company of Narrogin on
10 September 198 2.

(2) (a)

(b)

(c)

None.

Not applicable.

Specified in contract documents.

(d) No.
(e) Prior to the 1983 winter rains, the

top-soil was wind eroded in the
summer period.

(f) The contractor cannot be held re-
sponsible for the loss of top-soil
through wind erosion.

PORTS: FREMANTLE AND KWINANA

Iron Ore

708. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has iron ore ever been loaded or un-
loaded at the ports of Kwinana or
Fremantle?

(2) If'"Yes"-

(a) what fixed facilities exist at either
port for that purpose and who in-
stalled them;,

(b) what tonnages have been imported
or exported through either port
since 1967?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes. At the Steel Works Jetty,
Kwinana.

(2) (a) Bulk loading and unloading facili-
ties provided by Australian Iron
and Steel, No. 2 Steel Works Jetty.

(b) Steel Works Jetty

Iported
1 065 204 tonnes;

Exported
11 057 554 tonnes

MEAT: LAMB

Marketing Board: Receipts

709. Mr BRADSH-AW, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) What is the average net amount re-
ceived by the Lamb Marketing Board
after the sale of the lamb by the pro-
ducers (producer being the abattoir op-
erator)?

(2) Is this money obtained from lambs used
for local markets as well as export mar-
ket?

(3) If this money is obtained from local
market lambs where is the money used?7

(4) If a farmer sends his lambs to an abat-
toir and then buys the lamb carcase
back is the same costing passed onto the
farmer who buys his own lambs back?

(5) If so, where is this money used?
Mr EVANS replied:
(t) In 1982-83 the average net amount re-

ceived by the Lamb Marketing Board
from operators was $7.83 per carcase
(based on Red 2 lambs).

(2) Yes, depending on relative prices on
domestic and export markets.

(3) For normal operational expenses such
as-

factory costs
freezing and storage charges
selling expenses
bank interest
the board's overhead costs.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

AGRICULTURE

Biological Control: Uniform Legislation

710. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is it intended that uniform legislation be
introduced throughout Australia to
authorise biological control pro-
gramines?

(2) Was this a decision of Agricultural
Council and, if so, were there any dis-
senting States?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes. My recollection is that there was
general agreement.

711. This question was postponed.
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APPRENTICES

Common wealth Assistance: Money Lost

712. Mr O'CONNOR, to the Premnier:

The Premier was reported in The West
Australian on 2 June 1983 as saying
that the previous State Government had
missed out on millions of dollars worth
of Commonwealth assistance for appren-
tice training and job retraining. Having
subsequently told me that the details
were being worked out and that he
would tell me of them, will he now
supply details of the money lost and the
schemes through which it could have
been gained?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Under the Commonwealth Rebate for
Apprentice Full Time Training
(CRAFT), State Government depart-
ments and instrumentalities are eligible
for subsidies for each day an apprentice
undertakes prescribed technical college
training.

Advice from the Commonwealth De-
partment of Employment and Industrial
Relations indicates that some State de-
partments have not, in recent years,
been claiming CRAFT subsidies to
which the departments have been en-
titled. For example, the State Housing
Commission has not claimed since 1978
and the Forest Department has never
claimed.

Action by the Government is now rec-
tifying this situation, however the Com-
monwealth Government will not pay
retrospective claims prior to 1981.

Under the special assistance pro-
gramme, State Departments have been
eligible since 1982 for subsidy in certain
circumstances, departments have been
advised of the conditions and for claims
to be made where eligible.

HEALTH: SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS

Albany

713. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Further to question 407 of 3 August
1983 on the subject of speech therapists,
with regard to the committee to
reationalise services, when will it report?

(2) How many speech therapists are
currently employed, and how many
patients are receiving attention-

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country?

(3) In country and metropolitan areas re-
spectively, is there any information as to
how many people require attention but
are unable to obtain same?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) A preliminary report of the committee is
anticipated within a few weeks. The
committee continues to meet regularly.

(2) The number of speech therapists em-
ployed by the State Health Services and
teaching hospitals is as follows-
(a) metropolitan-59;
(b) country-20.
At such short notice I am unable to pro-
vide accurate details regarding numbers
of patients. The number of patients
treated by each speech therapist varies
according to the type of patient serviced
by the respective health agency.

(3) No accurate figures are available as to
how many people require attention. My
officers are unable to obtain them at
short notice, since multiple health edu-
cation and voluntary agencies for the
disabled are involved in the care of indi-
viduals requiring speech therapy ser-
vices.

HEALTH: DENTAL

Technicians: "Grandfather" Clause

714. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is it a fact that when the proposed den-
tal technician legislation is introduced, it
is intended that dental technicians per-
mitted to qualify under a "grandfather"
clause will not be required to undergo
any recognised course of instruction?

(2) How many untrained dental technicians
will be allowed to qualify under the pro-
posed grandfather clause?

(3) Under what criteria will untrained den-
tal technicians be allowed to qualify for
the grandfather clause?

(4) Will the proposed grandfather clause for
allowing untrained dental technicians to
work on the public be open to those
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technicians who have been found guilty
of criminal charges?

(5) Has the Government had any dis-
cussions with recognised university den-
tal authorities about the content and re-
quirements of any course to bring dental
technicians up to the required standards
to work an the public?

(6) In these times of economic belt tighten-
ing, has the Government estimated the
cost to the taxpayer of running, equip-
ping and staffing a comprehensive
course of training for dental tech-
nicians?

(7) If a comprehensive training course of,
say two years was set up by the Govern-
ment, does the Government have any
idea of the numbers -of technicians who
would be likely to apply for the course?

(8) Although it has been the Government's
policy for several years to allow dental
technicians to work directly on the pub-
lic, could it not be that the policy is ill-
conceived and the result of pressure
from a handful of dental technicians
with vested financial interests?

Mr HODGIE replied:

(1) to (7) It is not possible to answer the
member's questions. The Bill is still in
the preparation and discussion phase
and no final decision has been made by
the Government as to the form it will
take.

(8) 1 was unaware it was the previous
Government's policy to allow dental
technicians "to work directly on the
public". This Government's policy is de-
termined by its interest and concern for
the public generally rather than dental
technicians.

HOSPITAL: OSBORNE PARK

10-hour Shifts

715. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) For what reasons has the Osborne Park
Hospital decided to reintroduce 10-hour
shifts for part-time night duty staff?

(2) Is the present system of roster, i.e., 10-
hour shifts for full-time workers and 8
hour shifts for part-time workers, pro-
viding adequate staff coverage?

(3) Does the decision to reintroduce 10-hour
shifts for part-time night duty staff
mean less staff are required?

(4) If so, how many staff will this represent?
(5) Are the extra 2 hours paid at a higher

rate than the initial 8 hours?
(6) If so, would it not be more economical to

employ extra staff than to pay overtime
rates for 10-hour shifts?

Mr HODGE replied:
(I) Ten hours night shifts for part-time

night duty staff commenced on 1 5
August 1983 for a trial period of eight
weeks. This trial was initiated following
a request from the nursing staff.

(2) Yes.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable-see (3).
(5) No, staff are paid at the same rate.

(6) Not applicable-see (5).

HEALTH: ABORTIONS

Foetal Research

716. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is any research being carried out which
uses foetuses from abortions, either
spontaneous or induced, in Western
Australia?

(2) Is any such research carried out on foe-
tuses which are still living?

(3) Has the Government any intention of
legislating to avoid abuses in experimen-
tation on foetal tissue?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) No.

(2) No.
(3) I understand the Australian Law

Reform Commission has indicated it will
examine the possibility of uniform legis-
lation in this area, and the Government
will await the outcome of that examin-
ation.
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H EA LTH

Diet Products: Illnesses

717. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1)

(2)
(3)

Mr

Have any cases of illness occurred in
Western Australia as a result of excess-
ive use of diet products?
If so, are such instances prevalent?
What dangers are involved in using diet
products excessively?
HODGE replied:

(1) Diet products, of course, vary widely
and I must assume the member is
referring to high-protein slimming diet
products used exclusively as a total meal
replacement. There have been no reports
of specific illness in WA, but there have
been a number of telephone calls to the
department from people concerned
about possible dangers of these diets.

(2) It is difficult 10 provide any sort of an
estimate. It would not be possible to
make a study or a survey.

(3) The dangers can vary from too much
weight loss to. perhaps, anorexia nervosa
and even to sudden unexplained death
believed to be due to severe metabolic
disturbance. Ten deaths were reported in
America in 1981 from liquid protein
diets.

HEALTH:MENTAL

Mental Health Services: Staff

718. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is he aware of the staffing problems

outlined in the 1982 Mental Health Ser-
vices Annual Report?

(2) Does he acknowledge there are some
serious staff shortages in the Mental
Health Services, both administrative and
professional?

(3) (a) Will the Mental Health Services be
receiving funds to bring staff levels
up to the desired levels; or

(b) will the Mental Health Services be
expected to accept the staff cuts as
the Government proposes for the
Public Service in general?

(4) If the Mental Health Services is ex-
pected to accept staff cuts, how will the
Government justify this action?

(5) Does the Government disagree with the
claims in the Mental Health Services re-
port that there are staff shortages in the
Mental Health Services area?

Mr HODGE replied:
(l) Yes.
(2) It is acknowledged that there is need for

additional staff in a number of areas,
and that this situation developed during
die years of Liberal Government.

(3) (a) and (b) Within the constraints of the
difficult economic scene inherited by the
Government, measures will be taken to
ensure both that services are not reduced
and that expansion will occur wherever
possible.

(4) As with all departments, staff cuts will
be effected only where it is shown that
such action will not materially affect
service provision.

(5) See (2).

HOSPITALS

Staff: Replacement Policy

719. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) When, in reply to question 503 (1) of

1983 he states that he supports the
Government's policy regarding staff re-
placement, does he mean that he sup-
ports a 50 per cent replacement or a
higher level of replacement in hospitals?

(2) Did he or Ihis department recommend
that reductions of hospital staff could be
effected as a means of cost cutting?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) Hospitals have a higher turnover of staff

than Public Service departments. The
administrative arrangements were given
in the answer to question No. 573.

(2) No recommendation in such terms has
been made by me or the departments
under my control. Budgetary allocations
are utilised as efficiently as possible to
provide the maximum range of services.
Staff allocation and function and distri-
bution are under continuous review ac-
cording to work load and demonstrated
needs.

HEALTH: DENTAL

Technicians: Antibiotics

720. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Will the proposed dental technician

legislation-
(a) permit dental mechanics to pre-

scrib e antibiotics;
(b) if not, why not?
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(2) (a) Will dental mechanics be able to
recognise the need for an antibiotic,
should one be required in
treatment;

(b) if not. how will this deficiency in
knowledge and diagnostic skill be
overcome?

(3) Is it a fact that the majority of the
State's dental mechanics are opposed to
the proposed dental legislation?

(4) lf "No" to (3),-
(a) what evidence supports his answer;,
(b) has his department conducted a

survey;
(c) if so, what was the result of the sur-

vey,
(d) if not, will one be conducted?

(5) (a) Are any dental mechanics em-
ployed by the Government as ad-
visors;

Mr
(1)

(a) if so, on what salary do they op-
erate;

(c) if not, who is advising him on den-
tal matters?

HODGE replied:,
and (2) Only skilled and experienced
dental technicians will be registered to
permit the public to have direct access
for the provision of removable dentures.
The prescribing of antibiotics would not
be part of the role of dental technicians.

(3) Not known.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) (a) No.

(b) Not applicable.
(c) Senior officers of the Public Health

Department.

HEALTH: DENTAL

Malpractice: Insurance

721. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) (a) Should the proposed dental legis-
lation be passed, will insurance
companies underwrite the malprac-
tice liability of a provider of
treatment who has less than mini-
mum diagnostic skills;

(b) what liability will the Government
accept for incorrect treatment by a
less adequately trained provider?

(2) Do the results of the Public Health De-
partment's survey of suburban dental
practices show which areas contain mar-
ginally viable dental practices?

(3) If so, which are these areas?

(4) Do the results of the Public Health De-
partment's survey of country dental
practices show which country towns con-
tain marginally viable dental practices?

(5) If so, which are these towns?
Mr H-ODGE replied:
(1) (a) This is a matter for the insurance

companies.
(b) None. The Bill will ensure only ad-

equately trained dental technicians
will be permitted to provide den-
tures.

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

There has been no such survey.

Not applicable.
Not applicable.
Not applicable.

HEALTH: DENTAL

Dentists: Country

722. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Will country dentists be forced out of
business by the proposed new dental
technician legislation?

(2) If "Yes", will the Government pay re-es-
tablishment costs for these dentists to be
relocated-
(a) elsewhere in the State;
(b) interstate;
(c) overseas?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) I do not believe so.
(2) (a) to (c) Not applicable.

HEALTH: DENTAL

Advisory Committee

723. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has the Australian Dental Association
offered to form a committee to advise
him on dental matters?

(2) If so, has the offer been accepted?
(3) If not, why not?
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Mr HODGE replied:
(I) No, but the association has offered to

provide consultation and advice as re-
quired.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Coma: Canteen

724. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Is he aware that the Como Senior High

School canteen has an inadequate dom-
estic stove (comprising four hot plates
and an oven) to produce enough hot
food to cater for the needs of 800
students and staff, and has requested the
Education Department to provide a
more suitable stove?

(2) If so, can he say when a more suitable'
stove will be provided?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) Yes. The Education Department's atten-

tion was drawn to this problem on 28
July 1983.

(2) The Public Works Department has been
requested to replace this facility in the
near future.

H EALTH

Snuff
725. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for

Health:
(1) Are any health hazards related to the

use of snuff?
(2) Is it regarded as an addictive drug?
Mr HODGE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Yes. It is also in my view, a filthy habit.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY

Lunches
726. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Premier:

(1) Is it a fact that currently invitations to
Labor luncheons, known *as decision
makers' luncheons, are issued under his
hand, on his letterhead, and from the
Premier's Department at Government
expense?

(2) If so, is the work of issuing these
invitations carried out in the Premnier's
Department?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I) Invitations are issued under my hand, on
a reproduction of my letterhead which is
printed at ALP expense. No printing,
postage or issuing expenses are incurred
by Government.

(2) Not applicable.

HOSPITALS: HEALTH

Stark- Increase or Reduction
727, Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Health:

(I ) Does he anticipate that in 1983-84 there
will be-
(a) a reduction in the medical staff of

the Health Department and the
hospitals service; or

(b) an increase in the medical staff of
the Health Department and the
hospitals service?

(2) Does he anticipate that in 1983-84 there
will be-
(a) a reduction in the non-medical staff

of the Health Department and the
hospitals service; or

(b) an increase in the non-medical staff
of the Health Department and the
hospital service?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) This is a matter to be deter-

mined in the 198 3-84 Budget.

EDUCATION: DEPARTMENT

Staff- Increase or Reduction
728. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Edu-

cation:
(1) Does he anticipate that in 1983-84 there

will be-
(a) a reduction in the teaching estab-

lishment of the Education Depart-
ment; or

(b) an increase in the teaching estab-
lishment of the Education Depart-
ment?.

(2) Does he anticipate that in 1983-84 there
willI be-

(a) a reduction in the non-teaching
staff of the Education Department;
or

(b) an increase in the non-teaching
staff of the Education Department?
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Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) (a) and (b) As Budget discussions are
not complete it is not possible to answer
this question precisely. However, it is
anticipated thac there will be an increase
in teaching establishment This is due to
an increase in student numbers.

(2) (a) and (b) It is anticipated that there
will be a reduction of non-teaching staff
in some areas and an increase in school-
based personnel. However, much will de-
pend on the Budget determined for the
year.

HEALTH: NURSES

Registration

729. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is membership of the Royal Australian
Nursing Federation a compulsory pre-
requisite for registration with the Nurses
Board of W.A.?

(2) Is membership of the Royal Australian
Nursing Federation a compulsory pre-
requisite for employment as a nurse in
Western Australia?

(3) Can the Royal Australian Nursing Fed-
eration threaten legal action against a
nurse working in a public hospital who
refuses to join the Royal Australian
Nursing Federation?

(4) Has the Royal Australian Nursing Fed-
eration ever threatened legal action
against a nurse who fails to join the
Royal Australian Nursing Federation?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) No.

(4) I am unaware of any such action in re-
cent years.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND
HIGH SCHOOLS

Flags

730. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Now that most of the table flags have
already been successfully presented to
the majority of schools for their respect-
ive classrooms, would he consider to ex-
tend the presentations to migrant edu-
cational classes?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I thank the member for his suggestion. I
will ask officers of my department to
provide me with details of the costs
involved and ascertain whether the ex-
tension he proposes can be met within
the Budget allocations.

WATER RESOURCES: METROPOLITAN
WATER AUTHORITY

Irregularities: Police Investigation

731. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Would be please obtain and disclose
Fully to the House the 14 specific alle-
gations which were mentioned having
been extensively investigated in the let-
ter dated 20 July 1983, by the Com-
missioner of Police to the managing di-
rector, Metropolitan Water Authority
and enclosed with his reply to question
72 on 26 July 1983?

Mr TONKIN replied:
This matter has been thoroughly
investigated by the Police Commissioner
and I have no intention of interfering in
police activities. If the member has any
information to assist the police then he
should give it to them.
The police have found no cause for ac-
tion and to release details of the alle-
gations would undoubtedly and unfairly
embarrass innocent people who have
already no doubt suffered considerable
upset.

MINING: IRON ORE

Transport Agreement

732. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for
Economic Development and Technology:
(1) Is he aware of the terms of the recently

concluded transport agreement between
Shell National Marine Corporation and
the Japanese steel mill, Nippon Kokan?

(2) Ifr so, how does t hi s a ffect the rela tivi ty
between the C.I.F. prices that particular
mill is going to pay for Brazilian and
Australian iron ore respectively?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The freight rate for this contract is
US$8.26 per tonne average at current
bunker fuel ratds. As the average freight
rate between Brazil and Japan in 1982
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was US$12.50 this contract reflects a
further downward movement in ocean
freight rates in line with recent spot
rates of approximately $6.00 per tonne
between Brazil and Japan.
The average freight rate between Aus-
tralia and Japan for iron ore in 1982 was
approximately US$7.50.
Overall it will slightly reduce Australia's
freight advantage on the Japanese mar-
ket.

733. This question was postponed.

WATER RESOURCES

Western Australian Water Resources Council:
Mfeetings

734. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

How often and when did the Western
Australian Water Resources Council
meet in 1983?

Mr TON KIN replied:
The council has met four times. The
dates were 28 January, 25 March, 22
April. and 24 June.

WATER RESOURCES

Western Australian Water Resources Council:
Membership

735. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Who are presently the members of the
Western Australian Water Resources
Council?

Mr TONKIN replied:
R. M. Hillman, Chairman
R, K. Cheetham
M. Kneeshaw
B. Kusel
P. J, Lee
D. W. Partridge
J. A. Price
J, 0. Sansorn
W. R. Stevens
The occupants of the following pos-
itions-

Deputy Director of Engineering of
the Public Works Department.

Director of Engineering of the
Metropolitan Water Authority.

Conservator of Forests.
Director of Agriculture.

Director of Conservation and En-
vironment.

Co-ordinator of Resources
Development.

WATER RESOURCES
Western Australian Water Resources Council:

Amnalgamation of Departments

736. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Has the WA Water Resources Council
arrived at any view and/or recommen-
dations on the proposed amalgamation
of the country water undertakings, Pub-
lic Works Department and the Metro-
politan Water Authority?

Mr TON KIN replied:
No--It has made no recommendations
in this matter.

WATER RESOURCES

Western Australian Water Resources Council:
Advisory Role

737. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Is he using the services of the W.A.
Water Resources Council as an import-
ant statutory body with wide cross rep-
resentation from the community to ad-
vise him on the present and future prob-
lems of water resources in this State?

M rTON K IN replied:.
Yes-use is being made of the council.
Furthermore, Cabinet in recognition of
the value of this body has recently con-
firmed that the council will be retained
after the establishment of the State
water authority.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
RAILWAYS: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Non-arrival of train

147. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister (or
Transport:

I ask the Minister whether he is aware
that at 7.30 am. today when the Perth-
Fremantle train was duecat the Cattesine
station, it did not arrive.

Mr Davies: It had been and gone.
Mr Laurance: The great train robbery!
Mr Bertram: Why so sad?
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Mr H-ASSELL: Is the Minister aware that
by 8.10 am. the Perth-Fremantle train
had still not arrived at the Cottesloe
station with the result that some 10 to
15 commuters who were waiting for the
train had no option but to leave the
station and catch the bus? This is a
serious matter, and I ask the Minister to
inquire about it, bearing in mind his de-
sire and ours to see the service succeed.

Mr GRILL replied:

I would find it rather strange, or maybe
not so strange, that the member for
Cottesloe would wait so long for a trai n.
I do not know about this problem, but
certainly we will look into it.

Mr

Mr

Rushton: Will you take an interest in it?

GRILL: The basic problem at the mo-
ment is that patronage levels have
tended to be much higher than we ex-
pected.

Mr Rushton: Don't talk rubbish-you have
already told us they are observations and
not accurate figures.

Mr GRILL: Figures have tended to show
that patronage levels are far higher than
we first expected. There appears to be
somei shortage of rolling stock and we
hope to remedy this situation with the
orders we have placed for new rolling
stock. Some problems have arisen in
catching fare evaders or in attempting to
prevent their evasion. Again, these prob-
lems have arisen basically because the
patronage on the trains has been very
high and ticket collectors and inspectors
have had problems dealing with-

Mr Rushton: You are supposed to tell the
truth in this House.

Mr GRILL: If the member for Dale does not
mind, I will continue. The ticket collec-
tors and inspectors have had problems
dealing with the numbers of people pres-
ently patronising the ser-vice between
Fremantle and Perth. I am simply
putting the situation as correctly and as
honestly as I can. If there have been
problems this morning as indlica ted by
the member for Cottesloc I will certainly
look into them and remedy them as soon
as possible.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROO
SHIRE COUNCIL

Palling Place

148. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Is the Minister aware that a regular
polling place in Girrawheen will be
closed during the local government by-
election in the south ward of the Shire of
Wannerooi on 24 September?.

(2) Does the Minister know that this de-
cision was made by the Wanneroo Shire
Council on 27 July?.

(3) Does the Minister know that the same
council voted against the concept of poli-
tics in local government at the same
meeting?.

(4) Does ' the Minister know that
Girrawheen traditionally votes strongly
in favour of Labor candidates in State
and Federal elections and the ALP has
endorsed a candidate for the coming by-
election.

(5) Does the Minister intend to restore the
polling booth to the electors of
Girrawheen?.

Mr CARR replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) I understand that this decision was made

prior to 27 July by the returning officer
and subsequently endorsed by the coun-
cil at its meeting on 27 July.

(3) Council resolved that it was opposed to
candidates being endorsed and sup-
ported by political parties.

(4)

(5)

Yes.
I have no power to direct where polling
booths must be located. Under the pro-
visions of section 98 of the Local
Government Act, both the council and
the returning officer may appoint polling
places.

DR MICHAEL WOOD AND DR JOHN
WOOD

Employment by Gove rnment

149. Mr O'CON NOR, to the Premier:

In reply to question 664 on today's no-
tice paper, the Premier advised me that
he had appointed the Wood
brothers--Michael and John Wood-at
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Mr

(1)

a salary between them of about $80 000
a year. I now ask-
I]) Why were the details of the Wood

brothers' appointments not included
in his statement on ministerial ap-
pointments tabled recently in this
House?

(2) How many other such appointments
have been made?

(3) If he cannot recollect, will he
undertake to supply me with details
of the names, dates, salaries, and
appointment details of such ap-
pointees?

BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Leader of the Opposition knows the
answer to the question, but I will state it
briefly for the benefit of other members.
The statement tabled in the House
referred to ministerial advisers.

Mr O'Connor: That was not what you were
asked about.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Op-
position asked me why the Wood
brothers were not included in the state-
ment tabled. I say simply that that was a
statement of ministerial advisers. Dr
John Wood occupies a position as the di-
rector of the State employment task
force. That position was advertised
widely; and it was promised by the
Government prior to the election. It was
the subject of Press comment and re-
portage prior to the appointment of Dr
John Wood. He is not a ministerial ad-
viser.
Dr Michael Wood is a member of the
policy secretariat, and he is not a minis-
terial adviser either. For that reason, he
was not included in the list that was
tabled.

(2) and (3) The last parts of the question
refer to a general summary of infor-
mation required by the Leader of the
Opposition. I am not sure to what he
refers, but if he advises me in detail of
the information he requires, I will do my
best, within reason, to supply it.
I should say, however, that in this
thrashing around for information and
material that the Opposition thinks
might embarrass the Government-

Mr O'Connor: I just want information to
which the Opposition and the people are
entitled.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Certainly. I am just
saying that, in seeking this information,
the Opposition is doing a disservice to
many fine public servants.

Mr O'Connor: That is your fault.
Opposition members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: If I can give an

example, the name of one Digby Blight
has been raised in this House by the Op-
position.

Mr O'Connor: You said Beggs was not in
that, and that is not true.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Beggs in another one.
Mr O'Connor: Who criticised Beggs?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In the list of appoint-
ments that the Leader of the Opposition
said comprised extravagant appoint-
ments to the office of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet, the name of Bruce
Beggs was listed.

Mr O'Connor: I have never criticised him. As
a matter of fact, I said the appointment
was a good one.

Mr Parker: He described it as "jobs for the
boys".

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Op-
position did not say that. I asked him
about the extra list, and I asked if it in-
cluded Mr Beggs. The Leader of the
Opposition said, "No." When we
checked, it did include Mr Beggs, and it
also included a research officer on the
staff of the Opposition.
It is not very fair for the Opposition to
categorise people like Mr Beggs and Mr
Blight who have been in the Public Ser-
vice for 30 or 40 years.

M r O'Connor: I do not criticise Beggs. I
want you to come clean and give us de-
tails of the waste of money you have im-
posed on the public of this State.

Mr Clarko: Or at least tell us whom you have
put on.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: l am happy-
Mr O'Connor: You are not happy; you will

not disclose the information.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am perfectly happy

to provide the information required by
the Leader of the Opposition. However,
if he is to ask me about the Wood
brothers and then ask why they were not
included in the list of the ministerial ad-
visers, the simple answer is that they are
not ministerial advisers. That is why
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they are not included; and that is why a
dog is not a fish, I suppose.
We are faced with the problem of the
Opposition's not realising that it is in
Opposition. We will not correct all of
the questions submitted by the 0 ppo-
sition-

Mr Clarko: No. You will wriggle around and
try to hide the true position.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Unless we corrected
the questions asked by the member for
Karrinyup, he would never receive an
answer to anything, because nothing he
asks seeks the information he thinks he
is seeking.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
INST RUM ENTALtTIES

Performance A udits

150. Mr TROY, to the Premier:

Has the Government implemented its
pre-election prbposals for performance
or efficiency audits of State Government
agencies? If so, what progress has been
made?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Government has begun to irn-
plement this undertaking, and Cabinet
recently received the first efficiency
audit report compiled by the Auditor
General. It was a report into a small
Government agency-the Artificial
Breeding Board-and it highlighted a
number of areas in management and
Financial control where the board's oper-
ations could be improved significantly.
The implementation of the findings will
undoubtedly enhance the efficiency of
the board's operations and give the tax-
payer better value for money.
We will be moving to implement ef-
ficiency audits progressively throughout
the Government; our long-term aim is
that every Government department and
agency should undergo such an audit at
regular intervals. Once the system is op-
erating throughout government, we be-
lieve the savings to the taxpayer will be
significant.

Mr Old: They will need to be, the way you
are spending.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I should emphasise
that these audits are not in any sense
witch-hunts or searches for people whose

heads will be rolled. For example, the
findings by the Auditor General of
shortcomings in the operations of the
Artificial Breeding Board do not mean
that this agency or its officers are in-
competent, or anything like that. The
board has a staff of six, which includes
experts in the highly specialised field of
artificial breeding. Their expertise is not
in administration. This audit not only
will assist the taxpayer by ensuring bet-
ter value for money, but also will point
out to board officers ways to make their
administrative tasks more efficient so
that they can get on with the highly
skilled and specialised work that is the
board's reason for existence.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT: REVENUE

Levying and Collection: Inquiry

151. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

In relation to question 693 dealing with
his announced resources revenue in-
quiry, I ask-
(1) Does he consider a breakfast meet-

ing on the day of the announcement
an appropriate forum for discussing
details of the study with industry
representatives?

(2) Why was not more time and a more
appropriate forum given to industry
representatives to put forward their
views on the terms of reference of
the study?

(3) Will he give an assurance that, in
future, ample opportunity will be
given to industries affected by such
studies to comment on the form and
terms of reference of those studies?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) One of the things the Opposition

finds difficult to abide is the level of
support the Government receives from
business, including the mining industry.
The breakfast to which the member
referred was a breakfast at which we
had a full and Frank discussion of the
Government's intentions in this area. I
perceived that discussion to be well re-
ceived by the people in attendance. It
was the forerunner of a similar and quite
frequent series of discussions that will
continue from now during the life of this
inquiry, at least. [ have no reason to be-
lieve that the discussions were less than
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sufficient and that was indicated by the
people present. I must admit that it was
a Most representative breakfast; an
invitation was extended to the people
present to talk about the issues that were
entirely negotiable as far as the terms of
reference of the inquiry were concerned.

Mr MacKinnon: Yet they were announced
that day.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I can say only that the
people with whom we discussed the
terms of reference, the proposals, and
the nature of the inquiry seemed to be
well satisfied with what we proposed. In
fact, if my memory serves me rightly,
they commented on the fact that the in-
dustry was being treated in a consulta-
tive fashion, if I can put it that way.
The root of the problem is that the Op-
position cannot understand why the
Government is receiving such a high
level of support from the business area.
One of the reasons is that we are con-
sulting and we are taking notice of the
suggestions and propositions being put
to US.

Mr MacKinnon: If you call that consultation,
you will find your support will soon
vanish.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: We will continue to
consult as widely as we can. We will
continue to be appreciative of the sup-
port the Government is receiving gener-
ally from business.

ROCK INGHAM AREA DEVELOPMENT
STUDY

Derails

152. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Econ-
omic Development and Technology.

What are the details of the proposed
Rockingham area development study,
and how will it affect Rockingham?

Mr BRYCE replied:
The proposed Rockingham study will
document and evaluate the economic de-
velopment potential of the Rockingham
local authority area. When completed, it
will provide an authentic base for the
future development of the area.
Submissions are presently being received
from consultants interested in carrying
out the study. The proposed terms of
reference have been discussed with the

local authority and other relevant local
organisations arid will be finalised in
consultation with the successful consult-
ant.

HOUSING
Storm Damage

153. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Housing:

I have given the Minister some notice of
this question which is as follows-

As the Minister always expressed
his concern in cases with a hu-
manitarian aspect, would he please
make inquiries and divulge whether
the SHC has already completed the
repairs necessitated by recent storm
damage to unit D, 26 Mimosa
Avenue, Graylands, where the oc-
cupier is an elderly lady with a
heart condition, and, if not when
can the completed repairs be ex-
pected?

Mr WILSON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of
this question and commend him on his
admirable concern. The answer is-

The storm damage was reported on
29 June 1983 and contractors of the
State Housing Commission at-
tended, made safe, and effected
temporary repairs the same day.
Contractors are to return and com-
plete final repairs to fascias, sealing
eaves, and repairs to fascia and gut-
ters. This is expected to be com-
pleted as scheduled early next week.

PUBLIC SERVICE: PUBLIC SERVANTS

Wage Increases: Government Attitude

154. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Premier:

In view of the misleading claims made in
recent days about the Government's atti-
tude to Public Service pay matters, will
he outline the Government's attitude to
pay movements for public servants?

Mr Clarko: Hello, Dorothy!
Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I fear that, were Government members
to desist from asking such excellent
questions, not even the Press would at-
tend question time these days, but per-
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haps I am wrong. The answer is as Fol-
lows-

Firstly. we rejected proposals that
were put to us that the Government
should stop salary increments and
reclassifications in the Public Ser-
vice to save money. We reject these
proposals because they would have
fallen most heavily on the people at
the lower end of the pay scales and
would have resulted in inequities.
Secondly, we have repeatedly made
it plain all Public Service wages and
salaries will be fully adjusted for in-
creases awarded by industrial
tribunals, commencing with the
current national wage case.
Thirdly, and most importantly, I
have told the Civil Service Associ-
ation that the Government is pre-
pared to permit an application for a
wage rise to proceed this year, pro-
vided that any increases awarded
operate after the expiry of the
Salaries and Wages Freeze Act;
that is, after the end of the year.

This will ensure that all State
Government employees enter the
new wage fixation system on a fair
basis.
It also gives the lie to the false
claims made by, among others, the
Leader of the Opposition and some
of his colleagues that the Govern-
ment was denying its employees ac-
cess to arbitration until September
1984,
1 trust that those who made these
false claims will now admit they
were wrong and apologise for mis-
leading thousands of people.

Mr O'Connor: We did not make those
claims.

Mr Clarko: Tears! Sob, sob!

HEALTH: DENTAL

Fluoridation or Water Supplies: Bunbury

155. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Health:

In view of the fact that Bunbury chil-
dren have 43 per cent more tooth decay
than children who live in areas where
water is fluoridated, notwithstanding the
Minister's statement that an education

programme is in effect in Bunbury
through the school dental service, will he
urgently review that education pro-
gramme With a view to improving its ef-
fectiveness?

Mr HODGE replied:
The member has asked a number of
similar questions in recent days and I
advised him yesterday that he should
refer the thrust oF his questions to the
Minister for Water Resources, because
he is the Minister who has responsibility
for that matter.

Mr O'Connor: You are avoiding the
question.

Mr HODGE: Nevertheless, in the light of
the member's repeated questions about
health education matters, I am quite
happy to advise him I shall have a sec-
ond look at this issue and seek the advice
of the Public Health Department and
the health education unit to ascertain
whether a need exists to increase the
input into health education in Bunbury.

ABORIGINES

Land Rights; Comments of the Leader of the Op-
position

156. Mr READ, to the Premier:

(1) Has he seen a report in the Canning-
Melville Times of 16 August on remarks
made by the Leader of the Opposition to
a meeting of the Tangney women's Lib-
eral Party?

(2) In particular did he see the section of
the report dealing with comments made
by the Leader of the Opposition on Ab-
original land rights, including the fol-
lowing passage-

Then questioned about the limits to
the definition of who, or who was
not, an Aboriginal and therefore en-
titled to special benefits, Mr.
O'Connor told a joke about a man
who had dropped a brick on his foot
and a toe had turned black. The
man then believed he could claim to
be Aboriginal and claim benefit.

(3) Does the Government regard such com-
ments as being helpful to the promotion
oF rational debate on a sensitive subject?

Several members interjected.
Mr Tonkin: Shameful, racist jokes! Adolf

Hitler's friend.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) I was appalled by the comment. I have

no doubt that this tasteless so-called
joke will give offence to all black and
many white Australians.
It debases the deep spiritual affinity
Aborigines have with the land to the
level of music hail buffoonery.
Comments such as this do nothing but
harm sincere attempts to debate ration-
ally a sensitive and difficult subject. It
does nothing but harm to attempts to
enhance community understanding of
Aboriginal culture.
The Government accepts that a number
of white Australians are concerned
about the land rights question and have
reservations about the granting of such
rights, but it is hard to take seriously
any critical comments on the subject
made by someone who attempts to
reduce thousands of years of Aboriginal
heritage, culture, and spirituality to an
unfunny joke.

MINING: INDUSTRY

Health and Safety: Inquiry

157. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Health:

Is it the Minister's intention to establish
an inquiry into occupational health and
safety in the mining industry? I do not
refer to the question on notice answered
by the Minister the other day which re-
lated to an inquiry into the mineral
sands industry; I refer to the mining in-
dustry generally.

Mr HODGE replied:
No.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Government Legislation: Rejection

158. Mr BATEMAN, to the Premier:

(1) Has he seen a report in the 16 August
issue of the Canning- Melville Times in
which the Leader of the Opposition is
reported as saying that his party would
use its "superior numbers" in the Legis-
lative Council to reject legislation?

(2) Has the Government made an assess-
ment of whether this represents a

change of attitude by the Liberal Party
to the Legislative Council?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I)
(2)

Yes.
These comments certainly seem to rep-
resent a significant change of attitude by
the Liberal Party from the pious rhet-
oric the party repeatedly uses to resist
reform of the Council.
When the Liberal Party is trying to pre-
vent change in a system that gives it per-
manent control of the Council, re-
gardless of the will of the electorate, it
talks about an independent House of
Review. But in the councils of the Lib-
eral Party-and it is important to note
that the Leader of the Opposition's com-
ments were made to a Liberal Party
gathering-the Leader of the Opposition
lets his guard slip and admits to what
everyone knows is the truth; that is, that
the Liberal Party could not care less
about a House of Review, it is a question
of superior numbers and nothing more.

Mr O'Connor: That is not true.
Mr Clarko: Ask your colleague on your left

what he thinks about numbers.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The record or the con-

servative parties in the Council demon-
strates the truth of that proposition.
The H-awke Labor Government was in
office for six years and lost 20 Bills in
the Council. The Brand coalition
Government was in off-ice for 12 years
and lost only one Government Bill in the
Council.

Mr Clarko: Out of how many?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Tonkin Labor

Government was in office for a mere
three years and lost 21 Government Sills
in the Council while the Court and
O'Connor Governments held office for
nine years and did not lose a single
Government Bill.

Mr O'Connor: How many Bills were
amended in the party room?

Mr Clarko: That is nonsense.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: These figures demon-

strate the fallacy of the pious protests
from the Liberal and Country Parties
about a House of Review whenever their
permanent stranglehold over the upper
House is questioned.
It is enlightening that in an unguarded
moment at a Liberal Party function the
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Leader of the Opposition has admitted
the truth-

Mr Clarko: The Labor Party amends its own
Bills in the upper House when it suits it
from time to time.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: -hat the only thing
chat matters to the Liberal Party is
maintaining control; maintaining su-
perior numbers; and ensuring the per-
sistence of the thuggery of numbers.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

Port Hedland: Divers ion of Ore Ships

159. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have any iron ore ships been diverted
from Port Hedland because of current
strike activity?

(2) Have any ships been delayed from sail-
ing?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) and (2) To my knowledge, no ship has

been diverted or delayed, but if the
member has knowledge of this hap-
pening I would be interested to hear of
it.

ELECTORAL

System: Opposition's Proposal

160. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

I have given the Minister some brief no-
tice of this question which is as fol-
lows-
(1) Would it be accurate to say that an

electoral system based on four elec-
toral zones with different enrolment
quotas in each zone is very similar
to the Queensland model of the ger-
rymander?

(2) Would it also be accurate to de-
scribe the recent electoral system
proposed by the WA Opposition as
an adaptation of the Queensland
gerrymander to the democracy of
Western Australia?

(3) What is the attitude of the
Queensland branch of the Liberal
Party to the electoral system in that
State?

Point of Order
Mr O'CONNOR: As this question asks for

an opinion of the Minister about matters

that do not involve his portfolio, should
the Minister be allowed to answer it?

Speaker's Ruling

The SPEAKER: I was giving consideration
to that aspect as I listened to the
question and I should like to read it be-
fore I make a decision.
Having read the question I must rule
that it is out of order.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

ANIMALS: DOGS

Attacks: Records

161. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister
Health:

for

(1) Is be concerned at the incidence and the
results of dog attacks on children and
adults?

(2) If so, and in view of the fact that the
Local Government Department does not
keep records of these attacks, what re-
cords of dog attacks does his department
have access to ?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) Yes, I am concerned at the inci-

dence of dog attacks on human beings.
To the best of my knowledge none of my
departments keeps records of such at-
tacks, but records could be kept in pub-
lic hospitals if people have been taken to
them for treatment following a dog at-
tack. I am unaware of any general stat-
istics kept by the Public Health Depart-
ment or any other department under my
control.

MINING: IRON ORE

Koolyanobbing: Financial Impact

162. Mrs BEGGS, to the Premier:

In view of the severe financial impact on
the State of the proposed closure of
BHP's operations at Koolyartobbing, can
he say whether the proposed closure will
have any impact on future infrastructure
arrangements between the State and
major developers?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
As members are aware, the Government
is claiming compensation of more than
$2 million from BHP because of the im-
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pact of the proposed closure on the
State.
Some of the claims are based on a firm
contractual position, others are quite
specific costs incurred by State agencies
because of the closure, while others are
of a more general nature.
The lesson to be learnt by the State from
this unhappy experience with BHP is
that in future we will have to look very
closely at a firm basis for the provision
of infrastructure for projects.
The obligations and rights of both the
Government and the company or
companies receiving the benefits will
have to be made clearer in future so that
money spent by the State can be covered
in situations such as that at
Koolyanobbing.

MINISTER OF THE CROWN: STAFF

Additional: Misleading Statement

163. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

On 16 August I asked the Minister to
indicate how many ministerial staff ap-
pointments had been made in his port-
folio since his taking office. He replied
that there had been one, a Mr Tom
Mackay. I want the Minister now to tell
me, because already-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member should
ask his question.

Mr RUSHTON: Will he confirm that figure
and say that it is accurate, because I
understand that a Mr Anderson is also
on the Minister's staff?

Mr GRILL replied:
The problem with so many questions
asked by this member-

Mr Rushton: Be facetious again.
Mr GRILL: -and other Opposition mem-

bers is that they are quite ineptly
framed. If the member looks at the
question he asked on that day he will see

that he asked me how many members
had been appointed. I gave him an accu-
rate answer: One. He then went on to
ask how many had been transferred, so
he asked about transfers and appoint-
ments, which are two different matters.
I then went on to give him a correct
answer to the rest of the question.

Mr Rushton: What do you call the new ap-
pointment?

Mr GRILL: The new appointment was a re-
search assistant, and that is the only
extra person who has been placed on my
staff establishment.

Mr Rushton: I was asking for their names.
Mr GRILL: If the member wants to talk

about transfers I will do so. The answer
to the second question revolved around
the matter of transferring members of
staff from one place to another, and that
involved the Press officer, Mr Tom
Mackay.

Mr Rushton: The first question was who had
been appointed.

Mr GRILL: I am more than happy to give
literal and proper answers to correctly
framed questions, and that is what I did
with that question. I do not think it
could have been answered in any other
way. I am more than happy to give the
information available if the member
frames a question accurately and places
it on the notice paper; I will give that in-
formation even if he asks now for the in-
formation.

Mr Rushton: What is the name, grade, salary
and previous appointment-

Several members interjected.
Mr GRILL: The member is enhancing his

reputation as a buffoon.
Mr Rushton: Be crude.
Mr GRILL: One research officer wvas put on.

There has not been any other ministerial
appointment. At the present time my
staff establishment operates at a level of
about two under the staff establishment
of the previous Minister for Transport.
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